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ADVERT>1 SEMENT. 



The present edition of the Book of Liberals will 
Bot be on sale, being intended solely for distribu- 
tion' among private and ^uljlic friends, and the 
censors of the press— thp§e omnipotent arbiters vo. 
the world of letters ; but should it appear to tiiose 
trusty counsellors that we may do well to let 
everybody have our book, who is willing to paya 
moderate price for it, we shall issue another 
edition, eo intuitu, at a moderate price accordingly. 

i- 
t 
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PREFACE. 



Ho! Ho! good friend*— yom who have got our 
book in your hands, with it open at the first page 
of the preface — you need not give yourself the 
trouble to read that before you read the rest of 
the bookr-^unlesst yon v^ much wish. For the 
prdBfie will Qot explain the rest of the book, 
thou^ the rest of the book may, perhaps, explain 
the preface; the truth being that we pen these 
premonitory lines, not to tell you what you may 
find printed in the book, but why you find the 
book printed. 

We have been influenced by a double motive, 
but without being guilty of duplicity ; and though 
"We have looked in two directions, yet, we can 



d by Google 



iv PREFACE. 

truly say, we are not a Janus, with a face before 
and a fece behind. No, we have but one face — 
simple unity of physiognomy. And as we can 
boast of fibglenesa of face, so can we boast of 
singleness of heart and integrity of purpose; 
since, if we have one foible greater than another, 
it is our downright desperate sincerity. Having 
premised thus much, we do not hesitate to make 
known the duality of our designs. Therefore we 
at once confess that it has been our endeavour in 
the work which follows, to blend the useful with 
the agreeable, to instruct as well as to amuse, and 
to make the reader wise as Well as merry. 

It has often been asked, what's in a name ? 
A good deal, we think, especially in the name 
*' liberal.** Jt is a very attractive epithet, and 
has attracted so n:^uch of our attention that we 
have made it a subject of study. And, because 
after much consideration, we firmly believe it ta 
be an a(f captandutn prefix, enjoying a prestige it 
does not deserve, we have therefore — in the 
leisure hours we could snatch from other employ- 
Digitized by L3OOQ iC 



PBBFACB. V 

tnent — ^made it the subject of an octavo volumef 
with which we request our friends to become 
acquainted. 

All people like to be thought liberal; everybody 
is afi:aid of being called illiberal. Hence the 
motley crowds which agglomerate together to 
form the aggregate of liberals; many of wh6m 
deprecate the extremes of liberalism, as much as 
the most prudent conservatives, or even the most 
tenacious tories. Hence the supposed irresistible 
power of liberalism. Hence the sudden over- 
throw of governments, and thrones, and dynasties, 
in times of politicaT effervescence. For, as the 
term liberal, though generally used to indicate a 
^ipecies, (and we, conformably to the common 
practice, have so used it,) is in reality, a generic 
term, comprising all species, from the mildest 
reformer to the rankest republican, a very con- 
siderable deal of perplexity sometimes occurs with 
regard to the computation, or reckoning up of the 
sum total of those who, in troublous periods, are 
ready to go the extremest lengths; and so it 
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VI PRBFACB« 

comes to pass that the out-axid*outeiB— small in 
number, but great in noise-^-often create a wide- 
spread belief that they are the majority; and 
after doing this, they often do a many other 
things stin more distastefnl to the bulk of the 
communily. 

This inconvenient— not to say deplorable— 
result, is, we conceive, attributable, in great part^ 
to the vagueness of the term liberal — a term 
which enjoys its marvellous popularity merely an 
account of the trepidation with which many good 
sort of people regard the contingency of their 
being deemed illiberal* To remove, then, or at 
least to diminish that kind of mav^aiie honte, and 
to assist some of our fellow-citizens to a philoso- 
phical contemplation of the predicament in which 
they would be placed by not being accounted 
liberals, is the profitable object we have had in 
view; and at the same time, if possible, to afford a 
little amusement, is the pleoiant part ci our self- 
imposed labours. 

However, we must confess, if one predilection 
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iB&er tixan aiiother has been uppermost am6ng 
onrdesires, it has been the Wishto profit rather thah 
^e MAsh to please* AAd we will briefly say whf. 
Itkbecaose we are MiylsaHsfiedthat theinooiuns^ 
uAdes of th^ liberal; thoi^ they farnish abtmdant 
pabulum for mirthftluess— except when they verge 
w^ the wbfiilly ridiculous— ^^ure nevertiielesii 
peccadiHoes that ought to b6 I3tucd6usly avoidedy 
by every one having the least regard for honesty 
and stmighllc^rward condiiot^ and we are there- 
fore desirous that liberalism Ao\M be consider^ 
mth^kak vice to be avoided, than aiiafoUytobe 
laughed at. 

After thb avowal x>£ our Sentiments, it is need'- 
fe^ to &dd that We have no great penchant for 
the liberal fraternity* Thati, we presume, is evi* 
d^t enobgh. But for whcHn we have a pendiant 
uiay not be quite so etidehti And as we toi 
unwilling to be misunderstood, we will take leiive 
fo iionark that we ure not ^ the old; db-nothMg, 
tory school. Neither can we confess to perfect 
identity yf political principle vrith the PceUte 
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party — ^for tlus simple rea8<)n« that we ckn't tell 
what the principles of that party are. Oar ideas 
approximate more closely to an amalgam of the 
Bentinck principles^ and thos^ propounded by the 
Edinbrn-gh^ in its recent article on the very li- 
beral Professor Newman. Therefor e, if in order 
to give a designation to oorself^ we were bound ta 
phoose betweeti the epithets '* conservative whig" 
and " liberal conservative," we should appropriate 
the former — ^but, seeing we are not bound to do 
anything of the kind, we decline appropriating 
either. And we say thus much, merely for the 
purpose of showing, that notwithstanding we 
etitertain feelings of the most superstitious, bi- 
goted, and intolerant dislike towards the reaT 
genuine liberals, we are thick-and-thin partisans 
of nobody else. We are simply anti-liberal; tooth- 
and-nail opposed to the liberals, but good firiends 
with all others. 

Hence it might not be unreasonably — and it 
certainly would not be incorrectly — concluded that 
we are well-disposed towards all judicious and 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



needfol reforms. Such is the fact. And we can-* 
not help observing that as the experience of 1848 
shows that, even amidst the highest civilization^ 
rampant liberalism is still what it ever was, espe-^ 
cially in cotmtries wherd reforms have been too 
long delayed^ or where the restraints upon Hberty 
of speech or action* have been tyrannical and op^ 
pressive ; so does the same experience show, that 
gradoal, continuous* and oft repeated ameliora- 
tions (d political institutions, a cautious though 
progressive extension of popular rights* and the 
conceding to all classes of the community the 
utmost personal hberty, compatible with the due 
protection of society at large against the aggres- 
sions of its turbulent members, are the best gua- 
rantees for the maintenance of order, during 
periods of political excitement ; as also the surest 
antidotes against thq poison disseminated by the 
inflamlnatory declamation of seditious Hberals. To 
the soundness of this opinion, we consider the 
Lonfibn Tenth of April, 1848, affords the most 
irr^ragable attestation. It T^as at once a 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



demonstration^ of the most glorioas kind, on th^ 
side of loyalty and order, and also a proof of the 
stability of institutions resting on a wide popnlai 
basis. Whether tiiat foundation cotdd, at pi*^ 
sent, be farther extended without accderatmg 
other reforms which might terminate lA r^evohi^ 
tion» is a question that we need not here diiscusb. 
But it is one which, aftar the recent noble display 
of anti-revolutionary spirit, well deserves a cafin 
and temperate consideration. F6r our part^ we 
think the elective franchise might, with safety^ hh 
somewhat further extended, though we could not 
advocate universal, or feven unlimited househbld, 
suffrage. 

But, however these points may be settled, we 
are sure the condition of our poorer fellow* 
countrymen is d subject that ought to have a large 
share of thoughtful attention at the hands of all. 
There can be no doubt that much penury ana 
suffering have been borne with exemplary patience 
and fortitude. And though on ouir banner of 
LiBBBTT-*-wluch ever floats proudly along^die 
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the sttodard of England— we neither hope nor 
expect ever to i^ee inscribed the words, 
"E^tTALiTT AND FRATiRNiTTi" yet we cannot 
forget that« in one point of view, all men are 
eqiial, and that & common humanity has created a 
brotherhood, antecedent to all politil^al institutions.. 
List this be remembered by individuals^ when deal- 
ing with individuals, and more especially by the 
affluent, in their intercourse with their poorer 
brethren; and may it render th^xi personally 
charitable and liberal^ not in name only, but in 
deed. This is what our country wants ; active, 
energetic, practical liberality; not empty, bab- 
bling, spurious liberalism; for though she has 
some, perhaps even much, of the former, yet, 
what is it compared with the latter ? In every 
class there is room for improvement; but, m- 
primis, let the cotton-spinner cease to grind down 
to the dust the occupants of his factory. Let 
him not make so much haste to get rich. Let it 
take three generations, instead of one, to amass a 
princely fortune in the manufacturing districts. 
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xii 'Pkbpacjs. 

Let the miUocrat give, out of his dead capital, a fait 
equivalent for the living capital which augments 
his wealth; that will be honest, and just, and liberal; 
nay, even philanthropic, compared with his present 
insidious and cruel offeringps of stones in lieu 
of bread. If labour is but properly remunerated, 
small will be the odds, to anybody, whether th6 
safety and honour of the country cost a few mil- 
lions more or a few millions less.^ And, therefore, 
we make bold to assure the millocrat, that if his 

• Let it not be supposed that we advocate extravagance 
in our national expenditure — far from it. Indeed, we 
consider economy to be as needful, in the management oi 
a nation, as in that of a private household. But we think, 
if the principle be carried too far, it can no longer be 
called economy, but is more correctly termed meannesflo 
And there is one thing which ought always to be regarded, 
when considering public expenditure in this country-^ 
we speak of the national debt. That is 9. fixed ascertained 
sum of very large amount, as we ail know perfectly well. 
Nor can we lessen its pressure by reducing other things ; 
on the contrary; the more we reduce other things, the 
larger do we make it by comparison. It is, therefore, 
evident, that if we reduce the money- value of everything 
^se, by one half, we should thus practically double the 
pressure of our national debt. 
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people were paid as they ought to be, they would 
little care whether the taxation of the country 
were regulated by the budget of 1835, or that of 
1848, For we do not require the wisdom of a Cob^ 
den to tell us — rand happUy we don't, for he never 
would tell us-^that an artizan could better afford 
to pay, toward^ the national expenses, five pounds 
a year if earning £60 per annupi, than he could 
afford to pvyfive sMlUngi if he earned only £40.'*' 
On this subject we could say more, but we 
forbear, and will merely add, that if the cotton- 
lords continue their malicious crusades against the 
landlords, a counter-crusade may be undertaken 
in self-defence, when those who live in glass- 
houses will stand a good chance of being abun- 
dantly satisfied of their ineffable simplicity in 
venturing to throw stones. The country-party 

* But that the British artlzan should earn and pay, 
accordiilg to the latter of these two scales, evidently 
appears to be the intention of the anti-monopolists, and 
the design will probably succeed ; unless, indeed, the recent 
discovery of gold in California should frustrate the 
schemes of our free-trade economists. 
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have endured much unmerited obloquy already » and 
they may endmre somewhat more ; but as there 
are limits to human patience^ so there may be 
Emits to the forbearance of vilified landlords; who 
may at kngth be forced to throw back* into iho 
heart of manufacturing Manchester, the burning 
brands c^ disced that have thence^ with so mudi 
frequency of late^ been hurled amidst the green 
fields of once merry Enghmd. 

Gabribii Goodpellow. 



London, 9th Jan. 1849. 
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PROLEGOMENA. 



Beloved Rbader, — ^Thus we address thee, 
for albeit we do not venture to rank ourself 
among those we are about to describe, we 
have nevertheless a most philanthropic heart 
and a bosom teeming with kindly feelings 
towards all mankind ; — ^beloved reader, then 
say we, may it please thee to learn that we 
now purpose turning our own thoughts and 
thine to a large as well as interesting branch 
of the human family. We mean the class 
which receives, or appropriates, the epithet 
"liberaL" We know not whether thou 

B 
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2 FROLEOOMBNA. 

belongest to that species, or to one of the 
many others which together constitute the 
genus homo. And we will not absolutely 
suppose thee to belong to any one in parti- 
cular. But contenting ourself with a kind 
of disjunctive hypothetical presumption^ to 
wit, that thou mayst be a Uberal, or not a 
liberal, we beg leave to say if the first alter- 
native be true, we hope thou wilt be able to 
recognise the points of resemblance between 
thyself and thy brethren, whose portraits we 
are about to present to tbefe; #hile OA the 
other hand, if the latter part of our conjecture 
should please thee better, all we can say is, 
we trust thou wilt have discrimination sufii- 
cient to perceive the points of difference. 

Having premised thus much, let us com-* 
mence our undertaking. 

But, dear reader, seeing that a book 
without a plan is very much like a ship 
without a compass, a coach without a coach- 
Digitized by L3OOQ iC 



PROLEGOMENA. 3 

many or a railway train without an engine- 
driver ; (all very pleasant if the whereabouts 
be of no consequence^ but not otherwise,) 
thou mayst, peradventure, wish to know 
what we are going to do, and how we mean 
to do it. 

Therefore, being anxious to meet thy rea- 
sonable desires in this particular, we will 
briefly state the end we have in view, and 
how we expect to get there. 

Know, then, gentle reader, that we shall 
herein attempt to give thee a faithful and 
complete delineation of that not uncommon 
biped (before alluded to) yclept a " Uberal." 
And we shall endeavour to display the most 
striking particulars in his natural history, 
and modern development according to the 
annexed syllabus ; that is to say, — 

First.— General characteristics. 

Second.— Specimens in former ages of 
the world. 
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Third. — Particular developments of the 
Uberal character ; morG especially such as 
are observable in the animal at the present 
time. 
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PART I. 

General Characteristics. 



CHAP. I. 



Physical Diagnostics. 

The liberal is a somewhat curious kind of 
animal ; and few persons would be able to 
divine from the name alone, the real nature 
and characteristics of the beast. Indeed 
we have sometimes thought there must be a 
misnomer in this case; and Ihat a wrong 
appellation had either been giv^n accident- 
ally, or else been assumed designedly for 
the purpose of deception. However, let us 
Hot anticipate, but rather let us progress in 
a straight-forward regular manner. 

Well then we will begin with his physical, 
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6 PHY8l<^^t. DIAGNOSTICS. 

corporealy external manifestations. And 
here we may truly say, with old Horace, 
" Dimidium facti, qui ccepit, habeL'* For 
this part of our task, unless it he finished 
almost as soon as it is begun, will never be 
ended, the choice lies between a single sen- 
tence and a thousand yolumes; there is 
either very little to describe, or so much that 
we might go on to the end of time without 
getting to the end of our subject. We pre- 
fer expedition, and therefore observe suc- 
cinctly that the physical and corporeal 
peculiarities of the liberal, are, in truth, no 
peculiarities at all; that in short, his mate- 
rnal' outward man does notd^r necessarily 
froiri'thd sbap^ Which flesh and blood, for 
Ae most part, assume wheu moulded into 
fatiman fcHtm. 'Tb^re is, however not un- 
eonunonly a thiii xsadaverous look about his 
> Universal tSarcassy and a careworn atixioils 
•dengation "of his ' figure-head in particular; 
but as this is not always jpresent/ some few 
Uberals* wearing a lusty, plump, jolly appear- 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



PHYSICAL DIAOMOSTICS. ; 

ance, perhaps the leanness more generally 
observable may not be natural to the species, 
but may be only accidental to the indivi- 
dual. Except for this consideration we 
should be disposed to think that the witty 
and wise old Flaccus (just quoted^) had the 
liberal in view when he said very graphi- 
cally, and v^ry appropriately^ (except as 
aforesaid,) — 

" Invidus alterius macrescit rebus opimis." 

Epist. Lib. 1, ii. 

Thus, for the present, do we dismiss the 
exoteric visible features of the Uberal. 
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CHAP. II. 

Traits, Moral and IntellectuaL 

From the hints and innuendoes contained in 
the foregoing chapter, it may be conjectured 
that we regard the liberal as a sour-visaged, 
crabby kind of animal. And, no doubt, 
many of the species do habitually bear a 
very close resemblance to misery boiled in 
vinegar. Still we are not prepared to pre- 
dicate this of the class universally. No! 
tout au contraire^ numbers of them at first 
sight, and upon a slender acquaintance, are 
uncommonly cheerful pleasant sort of peo- 
ple, very courteous in their demeanour, they 
never contradict you upon matters of no 
importance ; but, if you venture to express 
an opinion opposed to theirs on religion^ 
politics, or political economyi ten to one you 
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are drawn into a red-hot argument instanter. 
Very obliging, and very compliant, when it 
costs them nothing, you might imagine they 
would prove the best friends in the world ; but 
try them in any way reqmring something of 
self-sacrifice, without a quid pro quoYiresent or 
prospective, and we lay any odds that in three 
cases out of four, they will give you palpa- 
ble proof that even with liberals " number 
one is the first law of nature." Indeed, take 
them all in all, there is perhaps no set of 
voluntary agents, who so uniformly endea- 
vour to combine the sufwiter in modo with 
the fortiter in re, as your true liberals. It 
must not, however, be supposed that a 
thorough-going out-and-out liberal cannot be 
guilty of a little vituperation^ or other nasty 
conduct. O, no! Put him on his metal, 
and he will come out like a Trojan ; and, if 
it so pleaseth him, he will treat you to some 
rare specimens of the raciest Billingsgate. 
But, in common justice, we must expressly 
admit that this only happens when he is 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



10 TRAITS, MORAL AND 

vehemently stirred uf) ; for as we have ah*eady 
said, he is constitutionally of gentle de- 
meanour. 

It being a grand point with the liberal to 
appear wiser than other folks, he has a 
great notion of mietamorpho^ing himself 
into a walking Cyclopoeidia. He therefore 
applies himself to a multitude of studies, 
and, if his time and opportunities permit, he 
crises not until he has gone round the 
whole circle of science. Of course be never 
attempts to master everything^ neither is it 
to be expected that he should; he is well 
pleased if he half learns the rudiments of 
half the things he turns to; for it affi)rds 
him more satisfaction to have a smattering 
of knowledge upon a many subjects than 
perfectly to understand a '£ew. Hence the 
liberai is commonly an amusing sciolist. 
And we venture^ to affirm mthout fear of 
contradiction^ that, -if, after a hard day of 
mental exertion, you wish to ease your brain 
without giving it absolute repose, you cannot 
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find a more agreeable pastime than a talka- 
tive liberal. 

The crotchets of the liberal, sturdily main- 
tained as they are> so long as they suit his 
purpose for Ae time being, are nevertheless 
ever .changingv ever new. - And could you 
embalm them, as it were, in a *' blue book " 
one year, and^thus preserve them until the 
next, you would marvel at the wonderful 
dbcrepancy which you might then observe. 
But, says the liberiEd, we are movement-men: 
we aim at progress. And, certainly^ they are 
^Kmsistent; theirpi'ofessions and their practice 
hamnom^ perfectly. All men are movement* 
mea^ nobody can well be otherwise in this 
world of ehaxige^ But the pecuharity of the 
liberab consists not in simply moving £or* 
ward with the course of events, the advance 
ofjarts and sciences, the increascf of civiUza- 
tion^^diffiisicHi of knowledge, and the like^ 
butin their oblicpiity of motion,.ahd circumgy- 
ration about an unattainable centre, and their 
attempts at what may be.tenned impossible 
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movetaC*^ .1 *^ grand aim be it ob- 
served, V*^ Snout aO generations, been 
to prove tbat there ^as a fallacy, in tke gene- 
rally received impressions with regard to the 
laws of meum et tuum. This is the point to- 
wards which, in all ages of the world, they have 
been driving, sometimes by one route, some- 
times by another; but it is a point to which 
(notwithstanding some rather close approxi- 
mations) we hope and believe they will never 
attain. It is rather amusing to give ear, now 
and then, to the droll, if not contradictory 
arguments (?) by which they try to support 
this notable fancy. Sometimes it is the pos- 
session of power, sometimes the possession 
of wealth, which they touch upon; but their 
conclusion is always the same; the power is 
never in the right hands, the tin is always in 
the wrong pockets. And hence they deduce 
a corollary such as might naturally be ex- 
pected, which is neither more nor less than 
this, that '^ those shall take who have 
the power, and those shall keep who can." 
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Now, granted men have nothing to lose, it 
seems to us that this is a very congenial 
doctrine, at least to such as enjoy a grand 
appetite for plunder, and have sturdy frames 
to elbow their way through the push and the 
crush of a crowd. But where a man is 
quietly disposed, wishing to live in peace 
with his neighbours, content with what he 
has, and not oblivious of the eighth com- 
mandment — to say nothing of the tenth, we 
humbly submit that not all the logic nor all 
the rhetoric, not all the sophisms nor all the 
slang, not all the roguery nor all the rant of 
all the liberals, can ever prevail in reconciling 
him to a precept so entirely opposed to his 
old-fashioned, antique notions of morality 
and justice. Still, though the Uberals must be 
aware, that put the case as they will, they 
never succeed with such men, yet so ex- 
tremely satisfactory to their own minds, 
does their modification of the law of pro- 
perty appear, so convinced are they of the 
great obtuseness of other people, and so 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



X 

GStSa'^^ ui)P'^^^ ** powers of argumenta- 
tioTv, t^* fOTtWitV ^° **®^ ^""^ °^ sophism 
?ajV *^*** * ^» ttothing^ daunted, they 
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It 19 Tcauy q^te curious >to obsenre lihe 
multiplicity and variety of meaas which the 
liberal employs to establish this favourite 
position. It is not often that he goes so far 
as to advocate in a frank and candid man- 
ner, the direct and forcible transference of 
authority or wealth from one set of hands to 
another, though he has been known to do 
this on some exciting occasions. And it is a 
still rarer thing for him plaiidy to recom- 
mend lawless pillage. He is not bold 
enough openly to contend that wrong is 
right, and right is wrong; any more than he 
would venture to assert that white is black, 
or black is white. But he would do what is 
practically tantamount thereto, by an in- 
genious formula constructed after this man^ 
ner : gray is almost black, purple is almost 
gray, blue is almost purple, green is almost 
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blae, yellow is almost greeii, and white is 
almost yellow; therefore white is almost 
black; and if it is desirable that white 
should be blacky why, since it is so nearly 
black, let us call it black. 

The liberal generally professes an amazing 
regard for the liberties and happiness of his 
fellow men. His special care is bestowed 
upon " the people/' whom, in particular, he 
affectionately venerates. They ai*e his 
summum bonuniy his delight. They are full 
of virtue, free from vice; and their good 
qualities both as to number and dimensions, 
are e(|ualled only by their many ami great 
afflictions. If you did not know better, you 
would think, (trusting to his account) that the 
mass of mankind were much more heavenly 
creatures than they really are. Experience, 
however, teaches you wisdom. You at 
length find that his partiality magnifies the 
good points of those whom he calls the 
people^ while it minishes, to an indefinite 
extent, the fair fame of those whom he 
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considers not the people. You also discover 
that his notion of " the people " is very dif- 
ferent from yours. You (provided you are 
not a liberal) have been accustomed to 
believe, simple soul ! that all the inhabitants 
of a country were the people; he includes 
only Apart of them. In his view the folks 
in St Giles's are " the people " while the 
folks ii)i&;. James's are not. 

Moreover he is the opponent of tyranny 
and despotism, — ^at least so he pretends 
to be. He hates all Jaws which have 
the appearance of harshness about them; 
and, while protesting against '*the least 
atom of legislation which imposes a need- 
less restraint on human action," he often^ 
(perhaps unconsciously to himself,) stands 
forth as an advocate for the entire aboli- 
tion of all those fetters, which, for the 
peace of society, the security of property, 
and personal safety, must of necessity be 
placed on the free-and-easy, help-yourself, 
devil-may-care manners of his friends ** the 
people." 
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Every kind of tax or other public burden 
he regards with aversion. And^ taking him 
for your guide^ you would naturally suppose 
that the expenses of Government might and 
should pay themselves. He seldom^ of 
course^ protests against all descriptions of 
national subsidies at the same time ; — he haa 
not got to that yet. — But by a sort of gra- 
dual process of exhaustion, polishing off one 
at oni^ time, and another at another, he 
leaves ii(^ of them unassailed. His favo- 
rite trick, nowever, is to visit with the most 
unqualified reprobation such of them as he 
says are meant to spare the pockets of the 
rich at the expense of the poor. This he 
does to curry favour with his friends the 
people ; for he is not by any means careful 
to ascertain that the imposts which he thus 
deprecates are open to the objection. In- 
deed we have not unfrequently known levies 
attacked on this ground which not one poor 
man in a hundred pays, and which not one 
rich man in a thousand escapes paying, 
c 
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Sometimes this objection in the mouth of a 
liberal would be moite. fairly expressed Iqr 
saying*— '^ the tax in question is one of the 
very few which inconvenience nwy therefiore 
good people, I wish you to believe the 
grievance your own, that so by the eloquent 
outcry of your sweet voices, I may obtain 
reUef." 

Ingenuous reader! you may perhaps 
ejaculate "impossible! this is a mere dodge, 
an artfuldodge!" Yes, so it is, and why not? 
Why should not the liberal do a dodge as 
well as other men ? We see no reason to the 
contrary; but regarding with a critical eye 
the complexion of his phrenolpgical develop- 
ments, we should expect, d priori, to find 
him a dodger, and a great dodger too, which, 
ex post facto, we pronounce to be the case. 

A pauper in real influence, the liberal 
strives to give to himself factitious impor^ 
tance. His desire to be something great, 
keeps him always in a worrit. The same 
feeling which makes him wish to appear 
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wiser than his neighbours, which actuates 
him in all his attacks upon .constituted 
authority, which fires him in all his opposi- 
tion to governors and laws; the self-satne 
feeling prompts him ever to cavil at what is, 
and to laud and magnify what might be. 
Perpetually forming ideas of bis own, as to 
how things should be, and comparing them 
with things as they are, he is never satisfied. 
The sober colours of the real have no charm 
for his eyes, pampered as they are by the 
everlasting contemplation of the glowing and 
gorgeous tints with which he decks his own 
ideal. He thus fritters away life in discon- 
tent, despising the good within his reach 
while running a wild-goose chase after un* 
attainable perfection. Unattainable perfec- 
tion, do we say? We mean rather what, if 
attained, would be a weary way removed 
from perfection;— what, in short, in our 
hiunble judgment, would be the very anti- 
podes thereof. Then, why, you may ask, 
does. the Uberal bother himself about it? 
c2 
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The answer is obvious enough: simply, be- 
cause Tie can't help it; for he thus can 
indulge in self glorification, and self glorifi- 
cation is absolutely necessary to his exis- 
tence. He thinks that by throwing dirt on 
the beards of his fathers, (to borrow an ex- 
pression of Mali Hassan,) he shall abundantly 
anoint his own. If those who have lived 
before him, have been downright fools, and 
he eschews their folly, the conclusion can't 
be gainsaid, that he is a " sharper chap " 
than they; which afiects him with infinite 
deUght. Hence it happens that the liberal 
stumbles upon so many things requiring a 
radical reform. Of course ancillary motives 
operate in a variety of cases, but if there be 
no additional reason for his finding fault or 
advocating change, this one alone is quite 
enough. He exalts himself by abasing 
others; and that suffices for the liberal. 
Likewise in order to confer distinction upon 
himself, he adopts all manner of eccentric 
notions, fanciful analogies, and the like. Of 
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whicli more bye and bye, iivhen perhaps we 
may present the reader with a couple of 
specimens or so. 

Generally speaking, the liberal casts the 
most unmeasured ridicule upon those who 
speak of time-hallowed institutions, and the 
wisdom of our ancestors. For he commonly 
assumes that all changes in human institu- 
tions must be for the better. Yet in this 
matter he has been known to maintain an 
opposite opinion with a degree of vehemence 
that would do honour to the most bigoted of 
tories. Thus Demosthenes, towards the 
close of the oration which he delivered on 
behalf of the Rhodians, makes use of this 
language. Language, which if employed by 
a Church and State speaker in our country, 
would horrify all his liberal auditory. These 

are his words:— Xpi roUvp xal rovq r^» vvo ru» 
x«tt iroX»rBt;o/xsyot;$ o^^iyetf^iKuq urifAovi rov o'o/x^ovX* 

t6n9 via7» eevroTf wonTc^au. Such is the advice 
of Demosthenes-^the liberal Demosthenes, 
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t\ve '' stte<^^, , ^^e people "—declared in 

t\ie fece ^ ^ "Athenian republic. Yes, 

accoxditig to h^ttV, «< it is fit and proper that 

those who desert the constitution handed 

down to us by our forefathers, and attempt the 

introduction of an aristocratical radicalism, 

should be tongue tied, shut up, and entirely 

debarred from giring an opinion upon any 

political affairs whatever. 

We must not forget to state, that the 
liberal's love of theorizing is only equalled 
by hiB mania for reducing the crudest 
theories into practice* And he nearly 
always pants to go. the extreme animal. 
If a thing succeeds at all, or under any cir- 
cumstances, he fancies it must succeed 
altogether and under . all circumstances. 
To this conclusion he commonly travels with 
railway ispeed. Thus^ to illustrate our 
meaning, suppose a cockney liberal who had 
never been beyond the sound of Bow Bells; 
—suppose a liberal of this kidney having at- 
tained the mature age of five-and-forty or 
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fifty years, and then emerging, for the first 
time, from the din and the dust and the dirt 
of the city. Suppose him arriving in some 
rural district intending to settle there, and, 
having laid hold of a nice snug place, begin- 
ning to think about horticulture, &c. Sup- 
pose him going to take lessons of a market- 
gardener, and the first operation which he 
beholds^ being the pruning of a peach-tree 
or a gooseberry bush* He will doubtless 
inquire into the meaning of this. He 
receiyes^soch an answer aa fully satisfies him 
that the procedure is a very proper one. 
He will ^dopt the plan*-^yes! but we lay 
any odds that not content with a moderate 
judicious pruning, he will rctdiccUly excind 
every tree, bush, and plant, within the com- 
pass of his ring-fence — if he has one— or 
within the ambit of his garden pales, sup- 
posing his territory to be thus circumscribed* 
Sometimes a rich liberal — and it is only 
sometini^s^ first, beeaas^ it is rather a sin- 
gular |)henom€»fioh to see a rich liberal: 
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sometimes a rich liberal — and it is only 
sometimes, secondly, because the liberal is 
seldom very lavish of his money without 
feeling tolerably well assured, in his own 
mind, of obtaining a competent quid pro quo 
— sometimes then, (speaking advisedly), a 
rich liberal perpetrates an astounding piece 
of munificence; — sometimes you may see him 
giving enormous sums to a league fund, or 
to a voters-land-association; sometimes you 
may see him offering magnificent donations to 
public institutions; sometimes you may see 
him dispending immense largesses among 
the poor. But, depend upon it, in the majo- 
rity of these cases he has some private pur- 
pose in view — Timeo Danaos donaferentes. 
That is the point. We do not here remark 
the lavishness of the liberal as a peculiarity 
of his character. For in the matter of 
giving (except perhaps that he gives more 
rarely) we do not imagine there is any very 
great difference between him and the man 
who is not a liberal. But we call attention 
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to the fact that when the liberal says dono, he 
often mentally adds ut sursum reddas. His 
gifts partake more of the character of invest- 
ments which are to yield a return, than of 
the nature of absolute gratuities. And we 
think that, where a man presents, to your 
notice some of the characteristics we have 
already mentioned, and yet at the same time 
does not bear about with him such unequivo- 
cal evidence of his being a liberal, as to 
remove all doubt from your mind, you will 
find this a very excellent criterion whereby 
to get out of your difficulty. Observe 
whether his ostensible bounty is really that 
which, at first sight, it appears to be, or 
whether it is only a magnet whereby to 
attract popularity, or other personal advan- 
tage, to the donor. In the former case you 
may (as a general rule) retain your doubts; 
in the latter you may dismiss them, in order 
to make room for the conclusion that he is a 
liberal. Here, however, let us not be un- 
derstood as saying that it is only the liberal 
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who gives from interested motives; we fear 
this sort of thing is but too common with all 
classes; neither would we be understood to 
imply that the Uberal never does an act of 
the purest and most unsullied charity. No, 
far from it,— *we are using only general 
terms — ^pointing out the general ^ rule, to 
which,.«fcoursej there must be exceptions. 
All that we propose in. the above remarks 
may be confined to the following proposi- 
tions ; that is to 8ay,^f you 6e6 a liberal 
very generous, it is primd facie evidence 
that h^ ' has some left^himded purpose in 
view. And if you see a man giving largely 
with some interested motive in the back 
ground, it is primd facie evidence of his 
being a liberal. But as these are mere pre- 
sumptions, they, like all other n^re pre- 
sumptions, may be rebutted by actual proof 
to the contrary. " 

We have no doubt that very often, if not 
always, when the liberal commits an act of 
charitable extravagance, though moved to it 
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by some such inducements as we have above 
alluded to^ he nevertheless gives himself 
credit for the very best of motives; and 
that it would be a difficult. matter to per- 
suade him to believe otherwise. Almost the 
same remark will apply to many of his other 
actions*^at least we would fain hope so^ 
considering as we do that it da more humane 
to conclude that a man does not perceive 
the secret springs of his own ponduct^ than 
to put him down as a hypocrite upon the 
supposition that he does. Yes^ indeed, we 
cannot help thinking there is a great want of 
self-knowledge in the Uberal; and we have 
once and again laughed in our sleeve when 
listening to his tirades upon the Government. 
For while he has been hurling his philippics 
against the despotism of kings, the tyranny 
of lords, the corruption of tories, and the 
sins of the church, we have been forcibly 
reminded of a certain coal-black negro who 
spoke of some Egyptians, several shades 

lighter than himself, as "them d m 

black fellows." 
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We have taken some pains to discover 
what is the radical or efficient principle 
which gives birth to the qualities we have 
above described; and after a most diligent 
investigation^ we are disposed to think it is 
the principle of self-interest We are not 
sufficiently versed in craniology to know, for 
certain, whether there is or is not a bump of 
selfishness; but if there is^ then we doubt 
not that the peculiarities of the liberal are 
attributable to an unduly gigantic develop- 
ment of that particular organ. 
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PART 11. 

st»ecimens of the liberal in former 
Ages of the World. 



Having, in the previous chapters, endea- 
voured to lay before the reader some of the 
general characteristics usually possessed, in 
a greater or less degree, by the whole race 
of liberals, we are now to show by individual 
examples, in what form, and under what 
circumstances, the characteristics aforesaid 
have been accustomed to manifest them- 
selves. 

We might, if necessary, go back to an 
exceedingly remote period : even to an era 
preceding the deluge, yea, anterior to the 
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patriarchal times and the days of the most an- 
cient antediluvian dwellers upon the earth. 
But specimens are not so rare in less distant 
periods a^ to render this either needful or 
desirable. However, for the sake of those 
who may wish further to work out the sub- 
ject for themselves, in order to acquire the 
greatest possible knowledge of the liberal, 
we may venture, in this place to make a 
passing allusion to one or two of the most 
venerable liberals of the earliest antiquity. 

There is Cain to begin with; especially 
as he is portrayed in Lord Byron's Poem, 
rejoicing in that appellation. To v^rhich 
work, instructive upon the present subject, 
we accordingly beg to refer the reader. 

But although we have mentioned Cain 
first, h6 is not the first, either in point of 
time or in development of character. 'Before 
him there were several, who shall here be 
nameless. But the curious reader, who 
wants to look after them, will find them 
admirably noticed in Milton's Epic Master- 
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piece. There> we find one of them making 
a speech so perfectly natacal, and entirely 
such aa. we should Qxpeet to hear. from a 
liberal, that we cannot refrain from quoting 
a portion of it. Shortly after the spokes- 
man had drawn the attention of his auditors, 
he drew this picture of his own sentiments : 

**Be it so, since he 
Who now IS Sovereign can dispose and bid 
What shall be right: farthest from him is best 
Whom REASON hath equalled^ force hath made supreme 
Above his equals. Farewell, happy fields, 
Where joy for ever dwells ! Hail horrors ! hail. 
Infernal World! and thou profoundest Hell, 
Receive thy new possessor ; one who brings 
A mind not to be changed by place or time: 
The mind is its own place, and in itself 
Can make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell of Heaven. 
What matter where, if / be Ml the same, 
And what I should be, all but less than he 
Whom THUNDER HATH MADE GREATER ? Here at least 
We shall be free ; the Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence : 
Here toe may reign secure ; and in my choice 
To RKGN is worth ambition, though in Hell, 
Better to reign in Hell than serve in Heaven ! 

This, in all probability, was one of the 
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earliest, and is, beyond all question, one of 
the most liberal speeches ever pronounced. 
It is very hard to beat, be a man never so 
liberal. It contains the very quintessence 
of liberalism, perhaps something more. 
Many speeches that have sinc& been made, 
and have gained a reputation for being very 
fairly liberal, are mere milk-and-water effu- 
sions compared with this. It doubtless goes 
a few steps further than any, perhaps, of 
our most daring liberal free-thinkers would 
like to proceed. But still it is a liberal 
speech, — most thoroughly so — and we feel 
quite sure that if you analyze it, and also 
analyze the ordinary liberal speeches of the 
present day, you will find a good deal of 
the same staple material in both ; modified, 
it is true, and moulded and varied in the 
latter according to circumstances, yet still 
the same. 
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CHAP. I. 

Pisistraius, 

PisisTRATUs was One of the most remarkable 
liberals anjtong the aacient Hellenes. True 
he wa3 a tyrant, but for all that he was a 
very goqd liberal nevertheless. And, view 
him in what light you will, he proved him- 
self one of the foremost men that ever lived 
^t Athens.. . 

.You may remember, giving yourself the 
trouble to recollect,s that in the time of Pi- 
sistratus there were three factions at Athens, 
headed by three several ring-leaders, to wit, 
Lyeu^gus,;MegaGles, and Pisistratus. Each, 
and every of these, bid for popular favour 
by the most extravagant prophecies of what 
he was going to do. Each of them pro- 
fessed himself to be the only true friend of 

£ 
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the people ; and each by this means con- 
trived to secure to himself a fair share of 
adherents ; Megacles and Pisistratus^ it must 
be confessed, succeeding from the very first 
in diddling the largest number of the natives. 
However their superiority for a long time 
was not very great* But at length a fortu- 
nate event, (the particular circumstances of 
which we need not here recount,) gave Pi- 
sistratus a decided advantage over the other 
two, in one of his contests with them ; and 
the upshot of the affair was that he clearly I 

stood A. 1, among the competitors. j 

Having raised himself a peg or two by 
that fortunate tussle, he determined to get j 

a little higher by divers acts of munificence. j 

He therefore began squandering money by 
handfuls among the Athenian populace; 
and thereby acquired a great name for being 
a liberal. Nothing that he said, nothing 
that he did, came amiss to his friends — the 
people. And he seemed in a very fair way 
of clambering over their shoulders up to 
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tlie regal throne^ which the jealousy of the 
Athenian demos did not like to see occu* 
pied. Doubtless he would very soon have 
got seated there; but^his half-cousin, Solon, 
who about that time had great influence 
in Attica, feeling disgust at the idea of 
his young kinsman taking the lead, spoke 
out against him, and frustrated for the pre- 
sent his ambitious designs. He said, that if 
the people should let Pisistratus have his 
own way, it would be the ruin of the re- 
public; that it would be nothing short of 
poUtical felo de se; that it would be the 
immolation of the democracy by the most 
awful act of wanton self-spiflification that 
coidd well be conceived ; and, for his own 
part, he would much rather be dead and 
merry, than see the demos so cataivarn- 
pously chawed up. 

Now, as Solon was neither a croaker, nor 
an ignoramus, nor a milksop, (although he 
had repealed the bloody laws of Draco,) 
the men of Athens were so far influenced 
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by what he said^ as . to put a damp cloth 
upon Master Piaistnatusj who accord- 
ingly, for the moment^ wa» brought to an 
anchor in his voyage of ambition. But 
being a true liberal he had recourse to a 
dodge in order to get under weigh again. 

And this wad the dodge: he went and got 
some sharp, flint stones, (for want of a knife,) 
and with these he began^cuttitig and carving 
all manner of queer gashes and gaping 
places in different parts of his body; nor 
did he leave off* until he was sorely wounded 
nearly all over, ^d then, all bloody and 
bleeding, he rushed out of his house, along 
die streets, ulid into the agora, that is to 
say» the market-place, and there, getting 
upon an old apple-woman*s fruit-basket, 
which he turned topsy-turvy, right in the 
midst of the throng, he exhibited himself to 
the pitying gaze of his compatriots. For a 
while he stood mute, intending to let the 
silent eloquence of his miserable condition 
prepare the minds of his auditors for the 
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harangue which he had in store for them. 
At length, perceiving in the faces of those 
around him, the manifest expression of 
mingled wonder and compassion for which 
he was in quest, he began hb speech. It 
was far too long for us to repeat here. But 
the substance of it was to this effect. He 
deplored his wounds and other misfortunes ; 
he accused his enemies of doing that which 
in fact was done by his own' hands; he 
protested that he was quite as true a liberal 
as ever. He then asked them whether they 
thouglit his life wds safe after what they 
had seen and heard ? And why was his Kfe 
in danger? It was because he was a liberal, 
the friend of the people, the guardian of the 
poor, and the reliever of the oppressed. If 
that were so, and who could deny it? — surely 
some protection ought to be afforded him. 
He ought to have a body-guard to defend 
him. Such was the burden of his wail. The 
people agreed that what he asked for was 
quite reassonable ; though Solon who< had 
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come up in the meantime^ said it was quite 
unreasonable. The body-guard was granted; 
and thus Solon was stumpt^ as in fact, so 
also were the people. For no sooner had 
Pisistratus got his body-guard, than he got 
into the citadel. And immediately there- 
upon, he asked the gaping people who was ^ 
master now? They then saw that they 
were done, which made them very wroth ; 
two of them in particular, the aforesaid Me- 
gacles and Lycurgus, were most rabid ; and 
they swore to have him out, by hook or by 
crook, by fair means or foul. And they 
were as good as their word. They sent 
him away with a flea in his ear, telUng him 
Athens never wished to see him again, and 
hoped that he would never wish to see her 
any more. So he left the city. 

The fnends of Uberty, (as they termed 
themselves,) Megacles and Lycurgus, soon 
got to loggerheads. And this paved the way 
for Pisistratus to come back. For Mega- 
cles, grown jealous of Lycurgus, secretly 
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promised to restore Pisistratus to all his 
influence^ if he would marry his daughter. 
Pisistratus agreed to the proposal; and 
he with Megacles then set to work to reco- 
ver the lost ground. 

At this time there was one Phya living at 
or near Athens; a woman of noble ap- 
pearance^ and tall and straight as a poplar 
tree. Naturally she was very like Minerva, 
and artificially, she might be rendered more 
so. Now it occurred to Pisistratus that she 
could help him to play another dodge. If 
she cottld be wheedled over to personate the 
goddess of wisdom,— who, by the bye, was 
the lady patroness of Athens— -and if she 
w«i^ pretend that she had stepped down 
from heaven for the express purpose of 
pleading the cause of Pisistratus, there 
could be no doubt that he would get on like a 
house on fire. The thing was soon arranged. 
And Phya, decked out in the most spicy 
toggery that could be found in Minerva's 
wardrobe, made her appearance in the 
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Streets^ and a very fine appearance she 
made* She seemed to be the very identical 
blue-eyed daughter of father Jupiter ; so the 
wariest and most knowing coves, from the 
Acropolis to the Piraeus, were most eoAt^y 
bamboozled, ^ insomuch that they never 
doubted for a moment but ^at she «ra8 the 
veritable genuine Glancopm herself. ^ ] 

The trick was well conceived and equally 
well executed* Phya» apeaking with the 
authority and eloquence of Minerva, told th^ 
people what a very pretty* piece of folly had 
been committed in the matter of the banish- 
ment of Pisistratus, andtforther she enjoHied 
liie demos, that^ by an act of present self^sMi- 
tificadon,t it-should do the best in ifts p(met 
to make amends for its pafet absurdity: tbein^- 
jured tyrantimust be restored in4Jie twinkling 
of a bed-ppat-»-^wbich. he accordingly was. 
And thus by <dodge number two^ did our Hel« 
lenic libecail a^in accomplish faisQWO designs. 

Re-instated as top-sawyer, hethou^t he 
was all right, but in this he was wrong; For 
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although he acted with great liberality — 
among other things freely repudiating the 
daughter of Megades,— yet diere were so 
many others conceited enough to fancy they 
ought to be top-sawyers too, that be found 
it no ea^y matter to keep his position. For 
some tttne it was diamond cut diamond 
among the' rivals; Pisi^tratuis keeping up 
the game very well; but he itras beaten at 
last; and again obliged to abscoild. On 
this occasion he lay perdue for a deuce of a 
while, after which he came back, .and then 
resoIvM to make the third time serve foraH. 
This he did very completely. Foi; having 
once more stuck himself in the seat of des^ 
potistn, he stuck so fast that nobody could 
kick him out And, to cut a long story 
short, thete he liv^d aAd there he died; 
tyranniz^g over the Attic people to his 
heart'b content and his life's end. He left 
the throne to his two sons Hipparchus and 
Hippias, to hold as joint tenants. But the 
joint estate was soon severed, for Hipparchus 
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one unfortunate morning, having griev- 
ously vexed the demos, they severed his 
head from his body, and thus let Hippias 
into sole possession. However he did not 
quite suit them; so, after a little see-sawing 
together, and diminutive dodging, they 
deemed it best to part company; and there- 
upon Hippias and all the rest of the Pisis- 
tratidae were packed off, bag and baggage, 
never to visit Athens any more. 

As we said at the beginning of this little 
biography so say we now at the end thereof, 
Pisistratus, though commonly admitted to 
have been a tyrant, was nevertheless a very 
good liberal* And if no liberals were any 
worse than he was, we don't see that there 
would be much to complain of. His chief 
failing seems to have been selfishness, and a 
most uncontrollable desire to be bigger than 
other people; to accomplish which he be- 
came a dodger, and very munificent. 
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CHAP. II. 

Dionysius the Elder, 

What, another tyrant? Yes, gentle reader, 
another tyrant. And please pardon us for 
selecting him as our second specimen of the 
liberal. For^ seeing he was a thorough- 
going out-and-outer of the class^ our cata- 
logue would he very defective if he were 
omitted therefrom. 

You need not be told that he was born at 
Syracuse in the island of Sicily,— upon this 
fact all men agree. But whether he came 
of the nobs, or sprang from the snobs^ is a 
qucestio vexata by those who have written 
his life. And the point having no point 
in it^ we shall say nothing about it. Enough 
for us that he was a Syracusan, who lived in 
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the times when Carthage and Sicily were at 
daggers-drawn. 

The Carthaginians had come ashore a 
good many times without making much way, 
hut at length they managed to hone Agri- 
gentum. And as this was a very capital 
prize, the city being fiill of all manner of 
fine things, the Sicilians began to think 
the game rather serious. They thereupon 
had a confabulation together upon the 
subject, and, as is usual in such cases, one 
man said one thing, and another said 
another. But Dionysius alone laid all the 
blame to the Goyernment, the members of 
which he stigmatized as fools and knaves; 
and he concluded by proposing a change of 
ministry. This, of course, was very offen- 
sive to the cabinet for the time being, who 
accordingly took advantage of the law in 
such case made and provided. He was 
therefore treated as a demagogue, and con- 
demned in a grievous amercement, which 
had to be paid before he could open his 
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moutih again in public. The fine was much 
heavier than he could raise; and he seemed 
in a likely way to be tongUe-tied^ ad in- 
finitum. But a neighbour of his, with more 
money thanr wit, came down with the chinks ; 
and Dionysius had his parrhesia restored to 
bmi. 

Blest with the gift of the gab to an extent 
rarely ex%}oyt4. by folks of his own time,— or 
indeed of any other time--4ie delayed not a 
moment in having another shy at the con- 
strttited authorities. He reminded the people 
how much tJiey had lost in losing Agrigen- 
tum; he drew a most touching picture of the 
miseries endured by the poor creatures in 
that iU-'Starred city; and he said they had 
nobody in the world to thank for all this but 
the milit^^y generals and the civil govern- 
ment ; who alike were fools, and knaves, and 
traitors corrupted by Carthaginian bribes. 
Syracuse was divided into two bodies; the 
one having tin and tinsel with all the bles- 
sings of life: the other poor and powerless. 
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deprived of everything, and rather slaves 
than citizens. The first cared not to serve 
their country, the latter could not, let them 
care ever so. What then vras the remedy? 
He would tell them. They must turn out 
the present aristocrats, and choose fresh 
ones from among themselves. During the 
delivery of this speech, which was listened 
to with infinite gusto by the liberals, they 
gave vent to their feelings by frequent cries 
of " bravo ! " ** bravo ! " " Go it my kid," 
"that's right," " pitch it into them." And 
at the end of it, they swore by the vox 
populiy that those who had ruled them so 
long should rule them no longer. 

Never was triumph more complete; in- 
stanter, on the spot were the magistrates 
despoiled of their velvet and ermine. And 
the trappings, thus pulled from the shoulders 
of one set of men, were put upon those of 
another ; Dionysius himself being allowed to 
robe first, and tabecome captain of the gang. 
So far so good ; but this was not all. The 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



DlONYSnJS THB BLBER. 47 

work was only half done. The reform must 
go fiirther. It must visit the army. Some 
little dodging was required to bring this 
about. But Dionysius was up to snuff; and 
he played bis cards so well that he managed 
all things, at last, after his own fashion. By 
calumniating the war-dukes; putting the 
worst construction upon everything they did; 
and by means of creatures of his own, in- 
volving them in divers circumstances of sus- 
picion, he got them into the people's black 
books, and then out of their books altoge- 
ther. Meanwhile pretending the warmest 
zeal and the deepest concern for the interests 
of the people, he was looked upon by them as 
no end of a liberal. They therefore ran 
headlong into the trap which he had laid 
for them ; and without the least misgivings 
gave him whatever he asked, even the post 
of generalissimo of the army with unlimited 
power. But in giving him this, they gave 
him their liberty, as they soon after knew 
by unpleasant experience. For he too, like 
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our oW friend Pisi3tratu$,, pretended. that 
his valuable life' w$i&^ in jeppardy^ and by 
that 8tale though noti ineffectual dodgC) 
contrived to get a bo4y-gRai^, 
' Thus possessed of adequate ppwer^ lie 
b^gan laying about him right and left> Uke a 
good one, liberally depriving of life ai^ pro- 
perty all the old nobs who \n ^ny way bpred 
him. With the funds, so acquire^ be 
bought the goodwill of the soldiers and 
populace, freely squandering among them 
what he had so freely ^ken under, tj^e name 
of state confiscations* Thus, did; the c^ice 
simple notary make himself master ,of jthe 
greatest ^nd richest city of Sicily. 

No sooner was he firmly established in 
the tyranny than l^.made knpwn the real 
character of his liberalism^ H^^ abhorred 
all privileged classes, and evinced his detes- 
tation thereof in the most unmistakable 
manner. For he allowed to no man the 
privilege of calUng his life or livelihood his 
own. In these little matters he was 
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particularly free and easy with all his sub- 
jects^ who, to say the truth, did not relish 
overmuch his notion of Uberty, as it was 
apt to interfere with theirs. But, poor 
things, they could not help themselves — ^he 
was as fast as a church — so they could only 
grin and abide. This they did, to all ap* 
pearance, very patientljr, but in fact very 
impatiently. And the sharp eyes of the 
liberal soon saw the real state of the case, 
and it made him somewhat uneasy. How- 
ever, in his own way, he became more liberal 
than ever, and very suspicious. He began 
to think that one of other of his liberal sub- 
jects might, some fine morning, be making as 
free with his life as he had been making 
with the lives of his subjects. He would 
not even trust his chin to the barber ; and 
as .he was no hand at a razor, he shaved 
with a candle, u^ing it to singe his beard, as 
the cook singed the chickens. 

Curious to learn what was said about 
himself, he made a cave, underground, after 

F 
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the fashion of a tnan*8 ear, whereof the tym^ 
panum was brought into communicatiQH with 
hia own breakfast-room. By this mean9 he 
was enabled to listen to many funny things 
about him8el£ For by putting the intended 
spokesmen into the underground apartments 
and tlien going into his aforesaid breakfast* 
room, he could hear them talk just as weU 
as if he was with them^ while they (suppo^ 
ing him far enough) generally talked a great 
deal better. 

This was a magnificent joke and worth 
paying a good price for^ as Dionysius him^ 
self thought, for he butobered all the clever 
hardworking free*masons who had manu« 
factured the cave, learing they might let 
puss out of the bag and mar. the sport. 

Like many of our modern liberals, Dio* 
nysius plumed himself immensely upon his 
acquaintance with the Belles-Lettres. In 
poetry, above all, he fancied he went 
a-head prodigiously. Nor could he be 
brought to think otherwise, although soundly 
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drubbed a good many times in th^ pilblip 
poetical eontests which were the mode in hip 
day. Aa a wit aUoi he had very great pre? 
tMisions; and, to give the devil his due* 
they were not without foundation* Thusi 
for example, having prigged the golden 
beard of CE8Cula{»u9, he d^lared he did 
it, because it was a great shame for the son 
to have a beard when the father had non^. 
So ako, when he tool^ the golden mantle 
from the statue of Jupiter, and placed ^ 
woollen one there instead, he observed that 
e?!:cbange was no robbery ; or if it ever was, 
yet in this case it was not, for the metal cape 
was too warm in summer, and too cold in 
winter ; and the woollen garment would be 
much more cosey. In like manner, being 
hard up for cash on one occasion, he re- 
moved from the temples the tables of silver, 
when, finding they were inscribed to the 
GOOD oops, he said he would take the be* 
nefit of their goodness. This was the only 
way in which he could spite the supemals; 
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and as it was his custom to spite everybody, 
we may venture to assume that these fan* 
tastic ebullitions came out as it were natu- 
rally, or through unavoidable necessity, so 
that he was in some sort, obliged to be a wit 

Though we could give numerous other 
interesting details of the sayings and doings 
of DionysiuSy yet we think enough has been 
said to give the unlearned reader a pretty 
good insight into the character of the Sici- 
lian liberal ; and as to the learned reader, 
he of course knows as much as we could 
tell him — we shall therefore now take our 
leave of the tyrant with a few general re- 
flections. 

In him we behold the fundamental cha- 
racteristics of the liberal in the most amjJc 
development. The grand motive principle 
which impelled him to everything that he ever 
did or attempted, was unmitigated selfishness. 
To the indulgence of this, he sacrificed 
whatever might have earned for him a par- 
ticle of esteem. In order to pull down those 
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whom he found above hiniy and to make 
himself the great man, he scrupled not to 
rob others of their property, their reputa- 
tion, or their lives, not unfrequently de- 
priving the same individual of all three 
successively. Nor was it in one point alone 
that he wished to be uppermost ; in every 
thing he wanted to monopolize the first 
place — ^in civil government, in military com- 
mand, in literature. Even that inferiority 
which is implied by submission to the Divi- 
nity was irksome to his ambitious liberalism; 
and he therefore set at nought the restraints 
of religion, plundering the altars of his 
country at his free will and pleasure, as well 
as otherwise manifesting his contempt for 
the gods in a thousand different ways. He 
not-only traduced those who were in power, 
maligned the rich, slandered the good, and 
deceived the people; but he also plagued 
the church, and sacrilegiously trampled 
under foot all that the world, at that time, 
held to be most venerable and sacred. 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



54 CAHTB ITARIVS. 



CHAP. III. 

Cttk» Matiuis. 

Tiiis gentleman ranks in thd category of tbe 
fietce liberals. Borh a peasant^ he soon 
conceived the design bf becoming a peer. 
But finditig that the particular sort of clay» 
wheiNBof he was manufactured^ 66uld ribt be 
made to undergo the metamotphosis implied 
in the change from plebeiah to patrician> he 
never attempted thoroughly to identify bim^ 
self with the latter class. And not doing 
this-*-although he would much have Ifted 
it, had it been practicable-— he endeavoured 
to condole himself with beComitig a big 
bully; badgering and butchering the sena- 
tors and othens to a most disagreeable 
extent. But of all this, when we get to it. 
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Though B man of tio great erudition, he 
had a tolerable grain of common sense, and 
this enabled him to discover which was 
the surest road to power* He therefore at 
an early age^ gave up the spade for the 
spear^ leaving his scytiie to rust while he 
sharpened his sword. And, under the 
ecmsul Metellus^ he cut a dash as a very 
smi^ lieutenant in the two hundred and 
ftfty-third dragoons, and practised warfare 
in A very creditable mailnet against Jugurtha. 

We need not stop here to note all the ups 
and downs of the African war. Neither 
need We give the particulars of the dodging, 
whereby Marius compassed the dismissal of 
Metelius from the generalship, in order to 
aH^e troom for himself. Suffice it to say 
that bk due time— or at least by undue 
loeans^ — he was made eommander-in-chiei^ 
and by and bye he returned to Rome* 
bringjog with him the African warrior con. 
qtieored, and chained^ and tied to his horse's 
taiL This caused a great stir in Rome^ sad 
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gave tbe young field^marshal a good lift on 
the road to fame. 

About that time one of tbe kings of the 
north who had a fine royalty of some thou* 
sands of square miles, thought that the 
acquisition of a few hundreds more, in a nice 
country like Italy, was not a thing to be 
sneezed at. So he led a tremendous great 
mob of soldiers into the Roman territory, 
making as though he would come and take 
up his quarters in Rome itself, doubtless 
supposing he should frighten the good 
people either out of their country, or out of 
their senses. And if the Romans had been 
funky fellows, he probably would, for his 
great army was a frightfully undisciplined 
crowd of ill-looking scaramouches* But tbe 
Romans were much more plucky than he 
took them to be. So it happened when he 
passed the Rubicon, and was dreaming of 
laying hold of their fields and market- 
gardens, that the Romans went out to meet 
him, and much to his chagrin, did not give 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



CAIUS MARIOS. 57 

bim their beans and bacon, but gave him 
battle instead. 

Now, Marius, who, as we have shown, 
had seen a little hard fighting before, acted 
on this occasion as generaUssimo of hb 
coui\try-men. Nor could they well have hit 
upon a better leader. He had rather a loi^ 
head, and a very long arm: a stout heart 
and a stout hand. He was like a serpent 
for cunning, and brave as a Uon. He was 
therefore cut out for the battle-field, where 
he cut up his foes with wonderfiil speed and 
consummate neatness; the skill which he 
thus displayed was perfectly marvellous. 
And his anatomical dexterity made such an 
impression upon the bodies and minds re- 
spectively of the Teutones— the parties on 
whom he now exercised — that they were 
either struck dead, or struck with astonish- 
ment, accordingly as they had corporeal or 
only mental experience of the hardness and 
sharpness of his blows. 

The upshot of the affair was exactly such 
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as might have been expected. The Teu- 
tonic leader, losing his temper first and his 
courage next, thought fit to cut his stick lest 
Marius should cut his throat. And^ in a 
word, the Tetitones were altogether flum- 
moxed. This event afforded the liveliest 
satisfaction to the men of Rome, as likewise 
to the women also; and similar encounters 
with similar foes^ attended with the like 
results in the course of the next few months, 
rendered Marius a. greater man than ever. 
He was made consul over and over again. 
And happy would it have been for him and 
for Rome too, if he had left the stage of life 
directly after the above magnificent per- 
formances. But that was the fiirthest thing 
possible from his intentions^ For having 
by the means above mentioned succeeded in 
gaining pre-eminence, he formed a determi- 
nation to keep it ever after. Now about 
this time ihe^e was at Rome an opposition 
shaver— a very ambitious man, almost as 
mudi so as Marius, and nearly as fortunate. 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



cAius mahius. 59 

His natne was Sylla. Between him and 
Marius there was no love lost; and just as 
Marius returned from drawing and quarter 
ing the northern barbarians, Sylla was tn* 
gaged fighting with one Mithridates, King 
of P.ontus. In this war there was every 
pliospeet of Sylla's adding to the laurels 
he had already gained; which, indeed, wae 
a very dreary look-out for Marius, who 
having no othet means of keeping up his 
popularity than by raising sedition, or' 
spreading liberal doctrines at home, was 
despelrately afraid that Sylla would take the 
shine out of him. 

What course then does our Roman liberal 
pursue in order to get out of his file? He 
convenes an assembly of the plebs and tells 
them, what very few had dreamt of before, 
but what a very many believe as soon a^ 
Marius tells them^which was, that Sylla 
being a crafty noble must be narrowly 
watched, that he was nothing of a soldier, 
and would never add ferny kind of polish to 
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the Roman aims abroad, but the chances 
were that he would tarnish them egregiously, 
and if he tarnished them ever so much in 
Pontus, he would make them bright enough 
with use at home. For the people, con- 
tinued Marius, might take his word for it, 
that if Sylla returned at the head of an army 
small or great, conquering or conquered, be 
would render himself supreme, even if in 
the attempt he made mince-meat of all his 
fellow-cits and himself into the bargain. He 
therefore advised his country-men, if they 
valued their liberty at a single as, not to let 
Sylla retain the command in Pontus. If 
they did, they would inevitably all be slaves 
—a contingency most entirely abhorrent to 
his feelings as a liberal,— and therefore he 
besought them, by all the gods, to transfer 
the command to one (meaning himself) who 
had' a more conscientious regard for the 
rights and liberties of Roman citizens. This 
was a knock-down blow for Sylla, so far as 
any mere speech could be, for the people 
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immediately ordered him to give place to a 
more worthy man. But Sylla being tinged 
with the selfishness of liberalism, and sus- 
pecting that all was not fair and above 
board 9 refused to obey. And not only so, 
but he determined to investigate the matter 
a little. 

Thereupon he turned tail — leaving Mith- 
ridates to fight against himself, or any one 
else that he had a mind to^— and with all the 
hands he could muster, made the best of his 
way back to Rome. Marius getting tidings 
of his approach, was much disturbed in his 
mind, and instinctively felt it was time for 
him to decamp. So he bolted as fast as 
shoe-leather and ship-board could carry 
him, fully purposing to visit Africa. But 
old ^olus purposed otherwise, and blew 
him on to the coasts of Campania, and there 
stranded him high and dry. No doubt the 
sportive god of winds thought this was a 
capital joke, but poor Marius was very far 
from agreeing with him, as he thought it 
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lamentably the ^xact opposite. However, 
be did not $it long qq the shore bemoaning 
his lot, but, tike most great men, he set 
about making the best of it. And being 
well assured that, if he got nabbed by any of 
Sylla's people, he should have a narrow 
squeak for his life, he deemed it a duty of 
the first importance to himself to find out a 
hiding-place. So he quits the shore in 
double-quick time, and betakes himself to a 
neighbouring marsh into which he plunges 
up to the neck in a quagmire; and there, for 
a brief space, he cultivates the friendship 
of the bull-frogs which play about his ears 
in great profusion. 

In this kettle of fish the argus-eyes of his 
foes discover him. He is dragged forth and 
on the stroke of having his head taken from 
him, but is allowed to escape, and arrives at 
Carthage. That once downy city was then 
down to the ground, what with the hard 
knocks of her enemies, and what with the 
frowns of fortune. Being, as he for the 
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moment believed himself, a ruined man, he 
looked upon the ruined city with peculiar 
satisfaction. ^* If I am smashedi so are you 
i-*we are a pair of us. And if I can't laugh 
at you, neither can you laugh at me." Thus 
did he soliloquise, audj at length became 
quite self-complacent. 

After a little while, he has word that his 
.frieDds at Rome are getting up a demons- 
tration in his favour. His hopes begin to 
bud again. He gets together a hand- 
SvH of rough unUcked cubs. With these he 
sets sail for Italy. Once more a-shore he 
marches towards RomCi laying his hands 
upon all the desperadoes in his way and 
pressing them into his service* In this man- 
ner, by the time he gets to the gates, he has 
gathered about him as pretty a band of cut- 
throats as any man, fierce even as Marius 
himself, could wish to behold. 

Now it must not be forgotten, that after 
the exit of Marius, and while, in his ab- 
Httice, Sylla was having it his own way, the 
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people, at the Iatter*8 request^ passed a vote 
of elimination against Marins, and called 
him their enemy. M arius having heard of 
this, affected the greatest humility, when 
arrived within sight of Rome ; and although 
some of his friends went in at the gate, he 
said he would stop outside ; for having been 
shut out by a public decree, it would only be 
right to wait for another letting him iti. 
This, of course, was all humbug and clap- 
trap, but it took amazingly well with the 
people. So a monster meeting was imme- 
diately held; and they began reversing the 
outlawry. But although it is believed they 
did not trouble themselves with many prolix 
legal formalities, they got on so slowly in the 
opinion of Marius, that he was tired of 
waiting, and before they had half done^ he 
burst in at the head of his myrmidons, mak- 
ing mince-meat of all that came in his way, 
just exactly as he had said Sylla would, if 
he were allowed to come back from Pontus 
with henchmen behitid him. Such a messy 
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medley, such confusion, such terror, such a 
scuttling up and down, such a running 
hither and thither— Hsuch rushing, helter- 
skelter, pell-mell — such spitting and spearing 
—such cutting and carving — such slash*- 
ing and slaying— such glorious blood-let'- 
ting, as Marius facetiously termed it, had 
never hardly before been seen in Rome, 
nor hardly ever was afterwards: Marius 
all the while vociferating at the top of 
his voice, as if he would crack his 
throat, — " Oh you tory toad-eaters, relegate 
me again if you dare, and 1 11 phlebotomize 
you— I 'U teach you what it is to eliminate 
Caius Marius. Yes, you good-for-nothing 
noughts, do it again — you slaves of an aris- 
tocrat, take this and this, and play no more 
of your tom-fool tricks with Caius Marius/* 
By the time that he could wade up to the 
knees in blood, and could see into the first 
floor drawing-room windows, walking on the 
bodies of those who were put hors du com" 
bat, Marius felt inclined to give over. So 

G 
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he spared all the rest, that wer^ not akeady 
killed— at least for ihe present. 

Next morning, the firM thfaig hetore 
breakfast, he made himself con^ with his 
friend Cinna^— -who by the bye liras the least 
sinner of the two— and they forthwith set 
their heads together, and moi^ indefatigab|y 
undid all that Sylla had managed to do is the 
matter of log^dation. Many were the cmi^ 
ous edicts and rescripts which they made^ 
but which we have not here room to enlai^ 
iqpon or even to enumerate, although they 
reflect much light upon the nature of Roman 
liberalism. But we must venture to mention 
one general order which Marius gave to his 
guards, for it concentrates or brings into a 
focus, as it were, the essential spirit of that 
liberalism which was diffused throi^otlt, 
and existing, btit 4n a scmiewhat more 
attenuated state of volatility, in all his «otft 
of parliament. The order was thin: ^a(t 
whoever came to say "how do you do?"— to 
whom Marius, should not answer "bobbish. 
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how's yerself ?*• — should be prevented from 
popping the question again, by having his 
windpipe divided: and it is a fact that a 
great many lords and dukes who came to 
pay their respects to the consul, were treated 
with this kind of liberal familiarity, and 
were never known to ask him how he did any 
more. Indeed there is no saying where the 
diiog would haye ^nded^ perhaps not until 
Marina instead of bein^ die first had be* 
come the last man in Rome, but the univer* 
sal enemy «if mankind was the «nemy of 
Marius, who was obliged to suceomb* So 
idiouta month after he had phlebotounaed 
the slaves, he went to see Pluto; and no* 
body cried* 



q2 
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CHAP. IV. 

Some other Roman Liberals: — The Gracchi, 
Cra88U9, Pompey, CiBsar. 

If our history of the liberal were destined 
to prolongation through five and twenty vo- 
lumes folioj we might present the reader 
with numerous other specimens, chosen from 
the republic of Rome. But wishing to be 
short, as well as sweet, we should run 
against our will, were we to devote another 
chapter however small to any other Roman 
liberal however great. Yet as there are two 
or three whom it would be an insult not to 
notice in a work like this, we shall briefly 
mention them, leaving the curious reader to 
ferret out for himself further particulars, 
when and where he can. - 

Shortly before the time of Marius, there 
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was one Gracchus, or rather we should say 
two Gracchusesy somewhat aspiring young 
men, who, in the ordinary course^ could not 
go a-head quite so fast as they desired. 
They therefore turned liberals and began 
to cajole the people, bringing into play the 
• accustomed machinery which the liberal so 
well knows how to employ* 

Above all, they drew aUention to the 
bribery and corruption that existed among 
the aristocrats, a thing which they, the 
Grracchuses, truly said was most entirely 
disgusting to them who had never had a fin- 
ger in the pie* 

If, therefore, it would be agreeable to the 
plebs that laws should be passed for the 
more effectual suppression of the disgrace- 
ful and [to them] most worthless practice 
in question, they would propose a few which 
might answer the purpose* They— or one 
of them, for they did not both act at the 
same time, as the elder (although they were 
brothers,) had finished his epilogue before 
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the younger had hegun hk prologae; they, or 
one of them, but we will say '* they/* for their 
policy was the same, and as we want to com- 
prehend within the narrowest posable space 
the most notable acts of both, we will sap* 
pose unity of time as well as of design-^hey 
— then, to say it in a word, propounded a 
law which they conceived would, by dimi- 
nishing the means of bribery, diminidi bri- 
bery itself. The law was this, that no 
Roman should possess more than 500 acres 
of land, or more than five cotton mills. We 
need hardly observe that the Gracchoses 
neither had, nor expected to have 500 acres 
of land or five eotton-mills ; if they bad 
had either, the Quirinal mob might have 
v^istled long enough for such a law through 
such a channel. But, however, that might 
have been, the enactment gave much satis- 
faction, especially as the surplus both of 
land and cotton-mills was to be divided 
among those who were minus. So much for 
the briber; but the bribee must also be 
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looked after^ And he was treated in the 
following manner. A law was passed for 
the purchase of com out of the pubHc 
foBd«> which was to be afterwards distri* 
buted,. &ee gratis for nothings among those 
who were most open to the wiles of numis- 
matic Gorniption. 

Thus the state took the matter into its 
own hands, and for some little time bribed 
the people upon such easy terms that all 
parties, except those who were shorn of 
their chattels, were very well pleased with 
the plan. It was, however, no^go in the 
wd, tbr it neither stopped the corruption 
effectually, nor did it enable the Gracchuses 
to ge-a-head permanently. How long the for- 
mer suFvived, and how soon the latter died, 
are matters of fact well blown to the stu- 
dents of Roman history. 

We have already spoken of Sylla, the 
rival of Marius. And although we have 
pretty well studied his character, we are 
even now in great perplexity as to whether 
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we should, or should not, include hioi 
in our list. On the one hand, many of 
his desires, affections, and performances, 
were those of a liberal: on the other, his 
family, hereditary position in society, and 
general political professions were not those 
commonly characteristic of the species un- 
der review. So we think, as to him, that 
the least said will be soonest mended. 

Let us pass on, then, to Pompey and 
Crassus, who were his immediate followers, 
but much more decided liberals. They ran 
|i neck-and-neck race in trying who should 
be foremost with the people. Crassus being 
a man of tin— -indeed we may say the man 
of tin at that epoch — ^had an idea that he 
could best expand the hearts of men by 
crammii^g their maws. So he kept open 
house; and many a glorious blow-out did he 
treat his townsmen to. We know not the 
number of his dining-rooms, but we are 
told that when he gave one of his magnifi- 
cent spreads, he made ten thousand tables 
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groan under the weight of his solid and 
spicy provender. Pompey who had fk}t 
more money than wit, but rather the con- 
trary, could by no means afford to curry 
popular favour by currying popular dishes. 
He therefore set to work in a different way. 
He assumed the office of popular statute^ 
maker, enacting whatever he could that the 
people wished, wherein he accomplished a 
pretty good deal. And in this he was 
shortly afterwards joined by Julius Csesar, 
who said the big fishes always made a prey 
of the Uttle ones, which was natural, but 
ill-natured. And, on that account, he 
cordially concurred in the legislation of 
Pompey; the general scope of which, was 
to subtract from the great and to add to 
the small : and he furthermore procured a law 
for dividing certain quantities of white-acre 
and black-acre in Campania, among such 
poor citizens as had progeny to the extent 
of three individuals calling them papa. 
Blest with three liberal friends like 
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Crassus^ Pompey^ and Cflesar, the Roman cits 
dreamed their fortune was made; and so it 
eertamly was^ though not exactly as they 
imagined* For a while, it is true, the po<MP 
man wanted for nothing. If he was shorfi of 
meat or money, eom, or credit, he had only 
to find Crassus and he found what he 
wished; were his political rights or privi- 
leges infringed, Pompey socm made them 
more ample than erer; did he want a bit of 
pasture for his cow, or a patch of potato 
ground, Csesar would get it him in a trice. 
But what was the cost of all this? What 
was the consideration? What was the quid 
pro quot That might be guessed at, when 
the triumvirate parcelled the provinces; and 
it fully appeared when Cassar transformed 
the republic into an empire. 
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CHAP. V. 

Liberals and Liberalism during the Middle Ages. 

C^sAR, we all know, was goaded— - 
literally goaded — to death: and that too by 
his friends, a consummation the reverse of 
pleasant. But, somehow or other, he 
seemed aforetime to have made such a good 
thing of his liberalism, that notwithstanding 
his bad ending, a sight of people envied his 
good beginning and his better middle. So 
it happened that upon his death, a mighty 
legion of would-be Csesars sprang up to take 
his place. The large majority of whom^ 
desiring to tread as close as possible in the 
footsteps of the imperial brobdignag, pro^ 
fessed the same kind of munificent princi- 
ples. And for ages afterwards, liberals in 
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Rome were plenty as blackberries, or 
autumn leaves in Vallombrosa. 

We shall therefore excuse ourselves from 
the task of enumerating them, as it would 
bother us and our readers too, a great deal 
more than a tenfold multiplication of 
Homer's catalogue of the ships at Troy. 

Well then, as we have before skipped 
over a score of generations at a jump, 
so will we do again. We shall thus find 
ourselves amidst the '^ whites" and the 
*' blacks " of Pistoia, the Lombard republic, 
and the Guelf and the Ghibelin factions 
generally.— Behold! Here is a fine preserve 
of the game we are hunting after. Surely 
we may here discover liberalism in every 
shape and size, and every phase and figure. 
Where shall we begin? And having once 
begun, where shall we end? Reader!. Now 
we come to contemplate the many curious 
subjects for study, which crowd one upon 
another upon our inquiring gaze, we do 
think that if we had any cause to shun the 
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Roman liberals in the rear of Julius Caesar^ 
we hare double reason for making short 
work of the liberals now before us. We 
really have got out of the frying-pan into the 
fire. Why bless our eyes! four-fifths of 
the men, women, and children of northern 
mediaeval Italy are liberals; one half of 
them trying to be top-sawyers, and every 
third man aspiring to play the part of an 
out^md-out upper-top-pie-crust gentleman. 
Positively we cannot biography all these: 
and to select a few and omit the rest, seems 
a little invidious. Shall we speak of Gio- 
vanni di Yicenza, the canting friar, who 
while preaching good- will, perfect equality, 
and universal peace, was seeking and well 
nigh got for himself good pay, perfect supre* 
macy, and universal sovereignty? Shall we 
speak of him^ and forget Eccelino da 
Romano, the great dodger, the accom- 
plished professor of dissimulation, who 
began by swearing that he was the most 
sincere friend of the poor in Verona, and 
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who ended by acting the tylrant oter tbemt 
And if we mention him i^aU we- pass Over 
Rienzi the last of the tribunes,-— that ecooi* 
trie fiberali who conttaiy to most of Us 
brethretti sighed for the days that wet^ 
goaei And if we pause to observe how he 
flummoxed the pears and reigned like a 
prinoe for a while, must we not al^o pay our 
respects to Martin della Torre, the wily 
den^^cratical uistocrat» who flared «p »t 
Milan? Certainly we must in eominoa &ir* 
aess. But we cannot tsarry with evem 
these; so— 

<< Non ragionam di lor, xna guarda e passa." 

Moreover there are lots and lots besides* 
who would have good ground to con^lain if 
we did not accommodate them also with a 
place among their feUows» However, as wm 
have plunged neck-and-crop into such a 
nursery of liberalism, it will hardly do to ex- 
tract ourselves therefrom without extracting 
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a Mttle Icnowlefilge alol^ wiA us. Let ut 
then look i^ut ikh and obsetre the HlamfeB** 
taticms of liberalism in the aggregate^ which^ 
b{r way of a ^bai^^ will at }east for the pre- 
sent perhi^ps be as useftd as notk^ the traits 
of .personal character. 

The first remarkable fact» then, is thii^^ 
^lat the genius of liberalism winch, so far as 
we have been able to witness its operations, 
keeps die individual a;nimals all in a fidget, 
ftcts preddely in the s^ne manner upon com- 
nunities where it pteva^Us. They are alwa}^ 
In a fen^ent^ hot-water and hot-blood being 
equally common. 

This fact pfrestots a curious example of 
the relations of cause and effect; and gives 
«ofB[e countenance to the favourite maidm of 
the whole-hog theorists, namely, that what 
you may predicate of a part, you may also 
pl«edicate ^f the whole, and that what is true 
under any circumstances must likewise be 
true under all circumstances. 

Again, there is another thing which 
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appears singular and even anomalous at first 
sight, but which may nevertheless be traced 
back to a legitimate natural origin by follow- 
ing the links of cause and effect. It was 
strikingly observable in the Lombard and 
Tuscan republics^ and is this, that among 
those people who are most enamoured of 
liberalism^ and who talk most incessantly 
about natural equality and the rights of 
mankind, there spring up the greatest 
tyrants, and in the greatest number. This 
certainly seems odd. But it need be no 
occasion for wonder when we consider that, 
in the liberal vocabulary, the term *^ natural 
equality " means the speaker's superiority, 
while '* the rights of mankind " is an expres* 
sion which signifies anything or nodiing 
ad libitum. Such being the case, and 
bearing in mind that the chief object of the 
liberal is the aggrandizement of himself, 
why of course in a community of that class, 
we must expect a few to succeed sometimes, 
and there being so many aspirants, when 
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one gd^ up another goes down; hence it 
happens Ihat there is necessarily a ralptd 
succession; and as each tyrant is locum 
ieneni onfy for a brief «pace» he dOftiineers 
tigorously when he has a ohanoe, making 
hfly while the sun shines. He is here to* 
day, gone to-morrow. If a more popular 
caddidate for the leaderdbip comes forward, 
he must make way. The thing Is done in a 
jiffey. Whcfn the people have determined 
to qb^n^ their master, they dobt give him 
a quarter's notice, no, nor so much as a 
week, frequently not even a day.* Some- 
times the successor having first ascertained 

* Injustice to ourselves, and in what -we would hope 
is^ not a veiy harefaced, impudent appropriation of a 
compliment strictiy due to our profound acquaintance 
withy and just appreciation of, tiie usual acluevments of 
liberalism, we ma3r be permitted to state tiiat the whole 
of the above passage was penned in tiie autumn of 
1847, being some montiis before tiie events] of 184B 
lent such striking confirmation to tiie correctness of our 
views. This we could prove, were it needful for the 
protection of our fair fame from any ^insinuations to the 
effect that our remarks^were ex post fhcto* 
H 
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how he stands with the people^ will come 
both on them and on the pro tempore gover^ 
nor without any warning at all and settle the 
matter himself. Thus in the time of Pas- 
serino Bonaccorsi, lord of M antua^ Luigi di 
Gonzaga thought it was his turn to be the 
tip-topper. So one fine morning he coursed 
the city with a troop of horse — a favourite 
pastime with Uberals of that age— crying, 
" Let the people live, and let Mester Passe-* 
rino die^ with all his gabble-rabble! " in al« 
lusion to certain fiscal regulations. Luigi 
quickly found Passerine; and having put 
him to death, without more he put himself 
in his place; but whether he did the Uke by 
the chancellor of the exchequer we are not 
in a condition to say* 

At a very early period the democracy of 
Milan having got rid of its own old aristo- 
cracy, wished the neighbouring city of Lodi 
to follow so good an example. Lodi con- 
sidering there ought to be two words to that 
arrangement, refused compliance. So Milau 
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resolved in a genuine liberal spirit to enforce 
obedience; Lo^i, all the while^ having a 
perfect right to please herself, as she never 
was bound to Milan by ties of vassallage, 
aHiance, or otherwise howsoever. She 
therefore acted independently, which cost 
her very dear. For the Milanese came in 
great force, razed the town to the ground, 
and sent the poor citizens, homeless and 
houseless, to wander about all forlorn. A 
judicious but somewhat liberal writer ob* 
serves upon this, as a manifestation of that 
restless spirit of tyrannizing over weaker 
neighbours from which a democracy is 
seldom exempt. The candour of the remark 
would be creditable to any man, but to the 
author in question, it is doubly so, and in a 
double point of view as coming from a quasi 
liberal. 

The constitution of the republic at Flo* 
rence, and the laws which it passed, deserve 
attentive consideration. They exhibit ram* 
pant Uberalism in a peculiarly graphic manner* 
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We regret that our space is too. tiarrcfw to 
eomprise so wide a field of obserration. 
Had we conceived the magnificent-design of 
filling tbesi± and twenty volumes folio afore* 
said> we should gladly liave spoken here of 
the various companies of masters of arts who 
had never tak^n a university degree before 
or since they were bom; of the priors who 
never were monks;, of. the capitani del 
popolo, or judicial ringleaders; of the gon- 
falonieri or civic fodom^hopes; as also of 
divers other iunhy fimetionaries. appointed 
by llie little red-hot republic to act as bul- 
warks of the dear democracy. We must, 
however^ content ourselves with stating that 
the nobles were carefully shut out firom att 
these posts, and were indeed declared by 
law to be unfit for most of them. In short 
during the most palmy days of the republic, 
they were absolutely gagged as to all matters 
executive and legislative. No marvel then 
that we find, as in fact we do, such laws as 
this among the Florentine arcbives^to wit 
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~^^ihat common fame'^ (the thousancU 
tongued liar) *^ attested by two credible per* 
sons be sufficient for the condemnation of a 
nobleman.'* And very weB did this law answer 
ltd purpose; for besides tbe judiciid murders 
it authoriiiedi it forced the nobs to come 
down to the mobs; and many w^e the peers 
wb6 sued to be made eonmicmerS) a grace 
not unfrequmltiy granted by the or^l de«> 
mooraoy when modestly asked for. TRie 
Ulieralsiof Sieona^-^ISke tbw>neighbourSi««M 
tdttittted'na titled man tot tbeirlreptibQiMil 
couitsidte. 'Biity j^tcai^ as it inay appear^ 
although the aristoco^acy we»e jealously kei4 
out of the squiiMrcby^ or signona asit waa 
tormed; yet beyond all questioni^^/np 
governed the mkny. Aiid Sienna ^hUe iH 
name a d^nocracy^ wa9 in fact an digardhy^ 
This was the wity the thing waa' contrived. 
TbeSignoria^ composed 6[ nin&i members 
renewed every two months, parsed a lais 
tsier^nng to thsmselvea the nolnittatioii' of 
ib^se by^ whom ihey were to be replaced* 
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They then agreed with some of their friends 
out of doors after this fashion: '* We'll 
chpose yoU| if you'll choose the Browns^ for 
they'll choose the Greens^ and the Grfeens 
will choose the Whites^ and the Whites 
again will choose us.^ From that time forth,, 
for nearly a hundred years, we and you, 
. and the Browns, and the Greens, and the 
Whites were the dons in Sienna. 

Similar phoenomena were discernible in 
most of the other Italian republics* The 
party which had risen to power as democrats, 
no sooner were in possession of it than they 
turned to aristocrats. . Thus in Genoa the 
proud, where the public, or rather the re- 
public, took from the antique houses of 
Dona, Spinola, Grimaldi, Fieschi, &c., all 
their political rights, — because an heredi- 
tary nobility was a humbugs — ^it was only 
to confer a similar influence on the Adomi 
or the Fregosi, who had discovered tlie hum- 
bugs« And for these, in after years, the 
free and independent Genoese combated 
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with the same spirit of clientelage with 
which their ancestors had fought for a Dona 
or a Fiesco. 

But need we give further instances? Do 
not the records of the now chapter abun- 
dantly show^ that liberalism in the lump is 
the same thing as liberaUsm in any other 
mode of existence? Grant but this; and we . 
say no more at present, but conclude the 
chapter, concluding at the same time, that 
you consider^ if it be less amusing, that it is 
not less useful than any going before or fcd- 
lowing after; and that as it receives elucida- 
tion from them, so does it reciprocally afford 
fiome light in return. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Olkfe9t CpommeU. 

It^ ia lugh tine we catne a little meatier h<»iie. 
We thecefose invite the r^dbip ta exchange 
the sunn; shoi^s of the South for die 
white di& of Alhion^ tihe fift^^ith oentury 
for the seventeenth dittOt and the liberals of 
Lombardy fpr thoee of London^ Quit we 
then^ the republics of Itfdy» and turil tathe 
commonwealth of England. Here we find 
the leading man of the time was that curious 
compound creature, Oliver Cromwell; or 
old Noll, as he was informally called. We 
will not tire the reader with any details of 
the birth or pedigree of old Noll, nor of his 
pranks and pastimes when he was young 
Noll. We shall not say how he beat prince 
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Charley when he was a boy^ nor how he 
heMjt king Charles when he was a man* We 
shall not say whether he was stupid, or 
othei^wise i^th hia latin grammar. Nor, 
(seeing that ^e wiite not for the special be^ 
nefit^ of Uliivertky Proctorsi or Bcincbers 
of the Inns 6f Courts) shall we speiJfi df 
his mode of life when at dollege, ot when 
eating forensic ntntton. Voi we shall omit 
all diese prelin^nlu^es ; for the^ would 
throw no mord light on oiir ^eseardh^s/than 
histre on his chatacter* 

Well, then, briefly remarking, obiter* that 
having for several years done all in his 
power to subvert the moimrdiy, iti hii dvil 
capadty — ^whereih he wail mther wncii^I at 
time^— he foiuid he should be able to effect 
moire foriunldelf and againat fhe king, if he 
assumed a military ohanuitfer* He, there* 
fore^ resolved to come out in regimentals* 
So, then, at the mature age of forty-three, 
as captain of mUitia, the fiiture protector 
made his dSbui in arms. It was, to be sure> 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



90 OLIV£R CBOMWBLL* 

rather late in life to begin soldiering, a& 
indeedi he himself seems to have thought; 
fi>r he did not let the grass grow under his 
feet. On the contrary, so vigorously did 
he push himself that he soon got rid of the 
king, and shortly afterwards contrived to be 
made lord-lieutenant of Ireland* 

From, this epoch of his career-— for the 
sake of conciseness — we begin his biography* 
True it is, if we went further back^ we might 
be able to find a few diverting indications of 
his liberalism. But his political acts and 
professions in early life being in most re- 
spects similar to those of other Uberals^ 
(though in some respects different) whereas 
the manifestations of his queer idiosyncrasy^ 
were more unmistakable as he grew older, 
we think it may be a wise economy of time 
and space, to confine our regards to a portion 
of his Hfe, instead of attempting a review 
.of the whole. 

Cromwell, according to his wont, although 
^e was anxious to secure, and had done all he 
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could to obtain the lieuteiiancy^ affected the 
utmost fljuidigastination when the post was 
conferred on him; and> with a deal of mock- 
modesty, made a vast many bones about 
accepting it» However^ he did accept it- 
trust him for that; and he forthwith began 
making ready for Ireland. 

But before he went, he had one or two 
little matters to settle at home. The people 
were not all of a mind, which indeed they 
seldom are* But at that particular juncture 
there was a more than usual diversity of 
sentiment. In short national opinion was 
mottled and speckled all over. No variety 
of variegated plant ever presented more dis- 
crepancy of shade, and form, and colour^ 
During the reign of the late king, liberal 
doctrines had been promulged with inde- 
fatigable industry. They had pleased some 
folks, and displeased others. Nay more. 
Some they had pleased a little; some very 
much; and some they had enchanted; while 
others they had displeased a little; and 
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Others they had greatly disgusted. Hence 
by divisions and sub^divisibni^^ ^irose mliiii- 
fold and most conflicting^ notions. The 'two 
extremes were i^garded virfth jealousy, 
and even apprehension, by Messrs. Fi4irfkx>- 
Cromw^U and Iretcm* For on the one hand 
they perceived the anti-liberals sighing for 
the return of a peaceable, lawful, and orderly 
government; and on the other, they saw a 
bold and clamorous crowd of levellers wish- 
ing to carry out liberal principles to their 
fullest extent They knew very weU, that 
if the former prevailed, they might say good 
bye to all their dreams of poWer and seU^ 
aggrandizement; while, if the latter got the 
best of Itj the npshot would be their own 
downfkl in treble quick tim^* 

Old Noll being a shrewd lellow and quite 
alive to all this, took ' eertaui (siteps to wardl 
dffllie Impending dang^. Amongst oibers 
we may notice the following. First of alt he 
kicked out the the Lord Mayor of Londott, 
along with a lot of the aldermen, because' 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



OUVBB QROMWELL. 98 

their h^ids were not do rouiul a^ their 
abdominal devdopments'; ainl they did not 
quite understand the abolition of monarchy* 
When they w^e got out of the way, a pro- 
clamation dispensing with royalty was pub« 
lished in the city» for the benefit of those 
who cotf/cf understand it* He next framed 
a kind of social compact, whereby the sub- 
scribers agreed to support the common- 
wealth, without a king or house of lords. 
This was rather un-english; yet the army 
who were under the the thumbs of Crom- 
well, Fairfeix, and Co., were after a little to 
do, brought to subscribe to it But the 
people at large put in a demurrer which 
instead of being fairly argued, was answered 
by Cromwell and Co. iaa somewhat singular 
manner. For without waiting to bandy 
reasons, they made outlaws of all the recu- 
sants. However, so great was their number, 
the outlaws might have made laws for them- 
selves, had things been pushed to extremes. 
So at length it came to this, that those who 
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liked to sign, did> and those who didn't, 
didn't. The republican nobs then took up 
the cudgels against the levellers. Where- 
upcftk d good many hatd blows were ex- 
changed $ and) it is believed^ the result was 
pleasant to all parties; for the leaders still 
kept the lead^ and the levellers though they 
did not succeed in levelling others were 
levelled themselves. 

Messrs. Fairfax, Cromwell, and Co. — we 
are obliged, as faithful historians, to name the 
whole batch, though we mean to signify 
thereby, our friend Oliver in particular — 
Messrs. Fairfax, Cromwell, and Co., we say, 
next made themselves the council of the 
nation; declaring at the same time that it 
was treason for anybody else to interfere 
with them. And they considered it a duty 
which they owed to themselves and their 
country, to put into prison all men who 
ventured to have a will of their own. Folks 
of this sort quickly got into bondage, under 
the charge of disordering the common- 
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wealth; and their number was not small. 
Among others^ was one, Lilburn, a ladies- 
man with a red coat; about whom half the 
mothers and daughters of England had 
gone clean mad* And so soon as they heard 
of his being caged^ they were thrown into a 
state of great dbtraction. However they 
did not give way to despair^ but quickly got 
up divers petitions to the council of state 
aod the parliament — yclept the rump of the 
House of Commons — but those august 
bodies were very austere ; and they ruth- 
lessly set at nought the female remonstrance. 
They even went so &r (the gay gallants!) as 
to tell the ladies to darn their stockings 
instead of dabbling in state affairs; and 
they added that pudding making was a 
much more proper pursuit for such like, 
than pushing themselves into politics. But, 
it would seem, this was an unwise proceed- 
ing on the part of the council ; for their 
popularity, which was on the wane before, 
now declined awfully. They could not 
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keep the people in good humoar at all; 
and it is said tbat^ to a man» tbey became 
alarmed lest tbey should die in their shoesi 
or Uke Caesar's father with one shee off and 
one shoe on^ or at aH eyents not in their 
beds comfortably* As a proof of this, we 
need only say that when they next >Hrent to 
eat turtle and drink champagne with the 
Lord Mayor^ they obliged him to swear all 
his cooks not to poison diem. 

Cromwell having now brought things into 
something like apple-pie order^ contrived to 
get the laws of high treason greatly ex- 
tended; insomuch that they were made to 
comprehend verbal ofiences. Nay, more; 
they were rendered so all-pervading and 
eminently subtle as to overtake even meta- 
physical delinquencies^ such as the bare in- 
tentions of the mind, thoiiigh never mani- 
fested by any overt act whatsoever. Unless 
therefore a man was a thorough Crmn- 
wellite, woe betided him if he chanced to 
dream about politics. Afier this the lord- 
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lieul^mt thinking he might safely cross the 
Irish Sea^ lost no time in going over to the 
sister country. How he treated his brethren 
there is but too well known — at least it was 
at that time. And we shall only allude to 
the butcheries at Drogheda and Wexford, 
to show that your true liberal^ whether he 
be a Dionysius^ a, Marius^ or a Cromwell^ 
ventures, under the most flimsy pretences, 
to deal quite as freely with the hves of men 
as with the decrees of despots. Let it but 
accord with his purpose for the time being, 
and he has an equally supreme contempt 
for the one as for the other. 

In the course of a few months, by the aid 
of strong measures, the lord-lieutenant re- 
duced the finest pisentry, &c., into a state 
of pretty tolerable discipline — at least for 
them. And no sooner had he done this, 
than he was wanted back again. For some 
of the Scotch folks, not acting just in unison 
with the wishes of the English parliament, 
the latter thought it was only right to tea^ 
I 
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tibem their liuty* J^oit w^ r^iK^Y^thatft 
fisrce should be sf nt to the north of the bor* 
der. And at first Fairfax was talked of as 
captain of this expedition. But he^ poprw^^ 
man (governed by his weaker wife») tbQUgbt 
he had already gone quite far ejipugh; 
and he would not go any further ; and tea9l 
of all^so far as Scotland, tp fight with hiK 
dear friends the presbyterian QQvetksa^r^P 
In ¥ain the most eloquent men tried to per-* 
suade him; in vfin did Cromwell himself 
bbibber and blatter^ FaprfiEOL would not be 
mpvei^ 60 he ftayed where he was; 4nd 
Cromwell, as a matter of course, was made 
captain-gei^ral of the republican men-^t- 
arms. Pleased widi the ^ppointment| though 
he seemed the reverse, our hero fbrtbwMb 
marched with sixteen thousand pair of leg^ 
into Scotland. 

Things looked rather awkward at first; 
and the Seots^ when they came upon him 9^ 
DimlMir, tiipught; they had got Agag, (m^aiv* 
ing Oliver) into dieir hands. But herein 
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Aey eommitted a slight mistake, for they had 
got mta his ; and pertiaps never was there a 
More striking example of catching a-Tiirtar, 
since Tairtars or tartans e^tied. This affair 
added very nnich to Cromweli's impeaptanee ; 
aid be fellowed it up m the battle of Worces* 
ter, which, according to his own confession, 
was his crowning mercy. From this time 
forward^ ihou^ he had been at the head 
befcnre, be rapidly went still further a-head ; 
and be would most probably aoOn have 
crowned all by assuming the crown^had not 
dii^rs utt^quiv<^cal bints reached him, that 
by so dohig he might have lost somethbig 
^e without which the diadem would have 
pipoved a mere superfluity. 

That be would have preferred the title of 
King OUver, to that of Captein CromweU, 
was p^iectly nianifest to the parliament, 
who, considering the rapid strides he had 
9iade towards sovereign power, were much 
disquieted thereby. About Aid no doubt 
can exist, when we observe their conduct 
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wkh reference to the Dutch war. As to 
which we must now say a few words. How 
it began we can hardly say — nor does it 
much matter— but we have some vague re- 
collection that it came out of an imsuccessfiil 
attempt at a never-ending alliance between 
the two republics ; on which occasion, one, 
Mr. St. John, who went over as ambassador 
plenipo, being received with less respect 
than consorted with the liberal notions he 
had formed of himself, returned greatly in- 
censed against his proposed friends, and 
instilled the same kind of sentiments into the 
bosoms of his compatriots: and this beii^ 
followed by a rather curious rivalry between 
Blake's blue-peter and Van Tromp's broom* 
stick, at last resulted in a few slightly exten- 
sive naval squabbles. So, we think, the 
contest began ; but be that as it may, cer- 
tain it is, that for a long while the bunting 
and bristles battled bravely. And during 
all that time, the parliament never ceased to 
back the 8^i|Sv>and to bully the soldiers. 
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They even metamorphosed some of the lat- 
ter^ changing them into marines. This they 
did to counter-balance the power of Crom* 
welly who, they saw, was getting too strong 
for them. He, however, saw it too; and he 
determined to prove it. So after they had 
dispersed a portion of his regiments through 
the ships, he made up his mind to disperse 
them through the country. Therefore, he 
called together a council of his officers, and 
framed a remonstrance to parliament. In 
that instrument he accused them of keeping 
all the tin, and giving none to the army: he 
said, ** they had sitten many a year ; that 
they had talked much and done little, though 
they had done a great deal ; that they would 
doubtless be glad to be relieved from their 
labours; that there were others ready to 
serve their country; that most likely they 
thought it was foil time for them to walk out; 
and if they were not of that opinion he was; 
he hoped, therefore, they would go to their 
country seats, and summon a fresh pkrliament» 
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wbich iriigtit eatibliiili Ibftt free md eqiitd 
goyeniitient ^y bad 90 long been se^ddog 
and had never yet fouad.** 

When the parliMoent came to hear of 
this» lliey wished him at JeHebo, ojt safe in 
heaven^ or anjrw&ere. else, far enbugh from 
Westiiilnsten Theilr reply was saeh as 
Gromw^ll' expected^ so aftcnr a litde angry 
attercalkm^ he went . down to the house with 
&ree hanchred dwbrds behind hkn^ . Wbeo 
he retiched the dboFy he sakU-^the^ sweet 
hypocrite-^— that he had eofaie with th^ pw*^ 
pdse of doirig what^grieved him to &e Very 
to«il> and what he had eame^tly^ with t^^rs 
Besought the Lord not to impost li|>oil hmii 
But there Wa^ a deefessity> in order to th)e 
glory of God arid th^ good pf the natioih 
However he sisit down and heaird partof th^ 
dfeblit^^ arid then suddenly getting ripon his 
tegs, he tdld hi§ tnind ib the hoQs6 pret^ 
lib^tallyi tidt fiiiri^g riiatters at all. He 
besj^ttered ihemwell with reprbadhes, aod^ 
^Iftisr a whil^, sUmping on the floori ^Uch 
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bl^d^ht in hii aitned poUcei be told tiM 
lisdembly tfaey were no longer a patliuneiit««>- 
the Lord had done with them. Eren iheii 
they seetned no way r^ady to budge^ sb he 
took one by the cloak, another by the cOat^ 
a third by the botton^hole^ and so forth, 
iasiuring thetn respectively, if not respeot- 
ftdly^ that they were whoreittasteiri, adul- 
tererS) extortioners^ ^ttdns, druidtatfds, and 
inch like, much to the eOnsteifnation of that 
virtuous republican senate* Haying dis^ 
posed df a good many in this way, he toM 
the soldiers to bundle out the rdst higgledy- 
piggledy, as they best could) saying also 
that it was a most disgusting business, and 
he had besought the Lordi night and day, 
to ispifiicate him ra&er than ]|^ut upon him 
Buch anastyjob« 

Saint Stephen'0 wad soon deared. Oliver 
locked the dodrs i lind took the keys honiie 
^th hhn to Whitehall. He was now cokn- 
pltite master j and we are bound to believe 
tilat it grieved him to the vet^ doul, b9hig 
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much more agonizing than the lord-lieute- 
nancy of Ireland^ or the captain-generalship 
of England. 

Having found the late parliament so very 
4ielf-willed touching their own dissolution^ 
,the embryo protector could not trust them 
to summon the new one» He therefore took 
upon himself that duty; for he was not 
quite bold enough at present to think of 
reigning as absolute monarch. So, having 
called his council of officers^ he sent by their 
advice^ a summons to a hundred and twenty- 
eight of his friends and others in England, as 
also to five ditto in Scotland, and six ditto in 
Ireland, to come and make laws for the com- 
monweaL They obeyed the mandate with 
very great alacrity, and when lliey met, they 
voted themselves a parliament. After which 
they set to work like bricks, encouraged by 
their own consent, and that of Oliver, to 
what they were inclined to do. For a short 
time they managed matters smoothly. They 
began abolishing the clergy, calling them 
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ollshoots of Rome, and little popelets, 
—tithes, they said, were effete, obsolete, 
and old as Judaism — ^learning and the uni- 
versities were heathenish and useless — the 
common law was Frenchified and slavish — 
and everything was wrong. To some of 
which positions Cromwell agreed, and with 
some of them he disagreed. And therefore, 
although he had a very sincere respect for 
Praise-God Barebone, and his brother 
Danmed-Barebone, who had lent their 
names to the parliament, he thought that 
assembly might do more harm than good if 
it did any niore political tinkering, so he 
turned it adrift. His reasons for taking this 
step we must, as candid historians, now 
briefly state. To the best of our knowledge^ 
then, it was not because he considered them 
too fast in matters generally, — ^fast men as 
they undoubtedly were — ^but because having 
received their authority from him, they 
became recusant on that point, and set up, 
as he thought, sundry most unwarrantable 
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pfetenrions to a dhriiie ootnmissieti^ Of 
eoatrse this was highly ofignsive to his |^tide> 
and ddtiSmental to Adi btmility; It ^ms 
th^re£9re right to undtodVe them; whidi 
he acobrdingl}^ J&i. in k Yerj tionYindng 
mamier* 

The nation oncO more widiout a parU»- 
meilt) rtm^, barebone^ or o&e^ise^ feB 
insetnibly tinder the dontinion of maitial 
laiir-Hlie only antidote} agninit tewrfajr 
#bich then reniained« Olii^r sootl jterceiyed 
thid; this could ilot last, neither did he 
account it exactly the thing he wished, even 
if itcouldi What then does he dot Why, 
hd and bne Lambert, hi^ most hungry toad^ 
eater, lay their heads togethe)*, end thence 
results, as the Offspring of Lambert's im^ 
assisted brain, a new device called the 
Itisttiitti^nt of Got^ftmmt By this inge'- 
hious inv6tttioh the whole executive powet- 
wail vested in Cromwell, undet the title of 
Protector; in him the rights of peace, waf> 
and alliance wet« to rest, if they could rest 
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aiijrwbere; by him were parliaments to be 
soaimoiiedi if summoncfd at all; and in short 
be was to be king^ though not called kingi 
or crowned king^ The odilncil of offloersi 
Cromwell's fac-tol^iili^ quickly hll into thid 
new ideil» which took them just four dayd to 
woik into soln^thifig like tonni At the ^nd 
6f which period the Protector was installed 
idth all due stole ahd solemnitjr^ lAueh 
to. his o#a satisfkctimi, (rekl if nOt ap* 
j^renl) as also to theirs, (apparent if not 
iM) to ilccodht df the miffi^ellous legerd^^ 
nain Mrher^with th^y had settled the go* 
vemmenti. Some invidious people seem to 
think that the exp^ition matnfested oh this 
dociuo^ iHres not sd great as &e parties 
themsdyes hkye represehted it. But a 
jbdidouii histdriah> no Way desirous of sub*- 
traeting a isingld cypher, from their just 
mbritSy properly observes^ there heed be no 
di£Sculty in beUeving them when it is feoh- 
rfdered what a half-raw, unsavhUry^ hash 
they made of it. 
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Thus having traced our hero from the 
humble post of captain of militia to the dig- 
nity of Lord Protector, we shall not mi- 
nutely pursue his biography any further; 
but we shall close it as briefly as we can. 

In due time he held some parliaments, 
being thereunto constrained by the law, 
such as it was. However he never found 
the legislators .whom he summoned, half so 
compliant as he wanted them to be. Some 
of his most loving friends, it is true, desired 
him to wear the crowq for fear it should 
grow rusty; and, we believe, he also was 
like-minded. But the majority of people, 
somehow or other, was always of a different 
semble. Thus it was impracticable, which 
being the case, he contented himself with 
the position he had attained, without ad- 
vancing any higher. And in that grade of 
eminence he continued to live until he 
died. 

Resembling some of the classical liberals 
who had gone before him, he was a con- 
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siderable dodger; perhaps, indeed, if he 
had his due, he might be regarded as a 
more accomplished hypocrite than any of 
them. His powers of dissimulation were 
perfectly astounding; and probably to these, 
rather than to any other single qualification, 
ought we to attribute the great success with 
which be turned his liberalism to account. 
For while effectually concealing his ambi- 
tion, throwing his rivals off their guard, and 
blinding his friends as to his real designs, 
he got on step by step, until he was so far 
in advance that there was no keeping him 
back or overtaking him. Every fresh grade 
of promotion that came in his path was 
hailed with secret exultation, but with ap« 
parent humility and regret. This we have 
observed on the occasion of his being ap- 
pointed lord-lieutenant of Ireland, as also 
when he was made captain-general of En- 
gland; it was no less evident when he 
asserted his superiority over the rump, by 
turning it out of doors; and it was equally 
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manifest wheti^ through his own manoeuvresy 
being chosen protector, he modestly avowed 
that he only ccmsented to that arrangement 
that he might enact the constable. 

Haughty and overbeariieig as he frequently 
waa, he coidd nererilielesB descend to the 
most ridiculous buffoonery. Widi Ludlow 
he would fight a battle with the sofa^ 
cushions^ ai^d with Martin he would play 
the game of face-smearing with an inky pen. 
He loved a joke; and, like Dionysius, he 
was pr<Hie to witticisms that trenched #ven 
upon religion. Thus, having]] cme day 
dropped a cork*screw, several of his courtiers 
tumbled on the floor to pick it up, where- 
upon he said, facetiously, with considerable 
merriment, *' Should any fool put in his 
bead at the door, he would &ncy firom your 
posture that you were seeking die Lord; 
and you are only seeking a cork-screw! '' 

However he did not always remain the 
same sort of rollicking roy storing fellow; but 
towards the end of hb days he grew^oping, 
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moodish^ and melancholy; as well he might, 
all things considered. E^or he had got it 
into his head, and not altogether without 
reason, that possibly somebody might send 
him away from the world before he was 
ready. So at last he never saw a fresh 
face without j^nting excessively. He never 
went abroad without his body-guard — for he 
too had a body-guardf H^ neyer went oi 
Qfme by tb^e Btv^ht road, hut. always 
along some circumbendibus'd p;|it-pf-|;he^way 
round-abput route. And if he did npt, after 
the mamaer of Diopys|us, fprtijFy bi^ cubi- 
(^m with a uioat apd portcullis, hp wa9 
perpetually chapging his dornutpry witbpi;^ 
l#y preyipus jiptice^ ^nd be made it a poii^t 
llf^yer to sleep in any roppi which had no^ 
tW9 modes of egresS| sp ^^t &ilmg ' the 
&pi^ he might jscuttle dawp the bacjc-fitairs. 
Was npt this characteristic of the liberal? 
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CHAR vn- 
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FoK a many years die kn^ <tf Sweden were 
absolute monaidis, and tndy absobUe mo- 
nardis diey were. 

Bmatine casewlicn die kk^ died <^ 
and a qoeen so eceeJed dient. Atdusepodi, 
die people wlio lad Ittd sQMe experience of 
JtefipotJMi »oi€ indgitd than dwj in asy 
way caied %o kave — ikanitht dwy woidd 
twm ««rer a new ka£ aaid as d^y had 
ttiT^i^jyJ <>>» »x «^ die «>mcic%n dieyie- 
$K>K«4 ^.^ i^ft<Kt a tliiiigt in odwr paiticii- 
W$K TWfiTMrfw Wcw^ adhra ■oasin to 
4l^)4 wii^ ilit^ :$^ ai^ waik wMafidhr, wludi 
^^ «l )i<4iM fM&kv if i wai$ MC poite. 
\¥4 ^ ^ <«i,y^ ^ a wl^a dwy cfcingrd 
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thiir nbBolute soverdgnty into « liiiiited 
monftrchy^ The dfet th^n Ifeeatne neaiiy 
eterything) though foir ages past it liad 
been next to nothings 

Shortly mftertrards our hero, Gustavua 
Adolphus^ made bis royal appearance* He 
was ratlier a ah^ fdlov^-^and if he could 
aot exacdy be classed with the tegular 
knowing mies^ be was neverthelesa quite as 
wideawake as any other gendanan inSwe« 
den^ Nt> wonder then^ that it occurred tt» 
him, as itveryatKHi did^ that if something 
were subtracted from the power of the d«*> 
die same, whether much or little^ might with 
advantage be added to his own kingly pre> 
rogatives. And the conception ^f the 
pleasing idea quickly begot in his breast m 
desire to effect what seemed so dehghtfiil in 
mental anticipation. 

But the constitution wa« scarcely more 
than fifty years old, and the people, gene« 
rally, said they liked it as well as they did at 
first. Any open attack upcm it was there* 

K 
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fore out of the question. Thus it was mani- 
fest that if the thing were to be accomplished 
at all^ it must be by a dodge ; and to this Gus-» 
tavus Adolphus^ Uke most other Uberals^ was 
ready and willing to have recourse. So then^ 
having fiilly determined to throw down the 
diet^ he began by praising it up to the skies^ 
and volunteering the most implicit devotion 
to whatever it did* He then declared he 
would be of no party but that of the nation; 
or if he shewed any preference of any kind, 
it would be in favour of those who were the 
people as contradistinguished from those 
who were not the people. And to prove 
that he was really in earnest, and not joking> 
or in any manner colUfogling, he r.egularly 
gave audience thrice a week to all who pre- 
sented themselves. No passport or admis- 
sion-ticket, either literal or figurative, was 
needed. Neither rank, fortune, nor interest, 
smoothed the way to the royal presence, nor 
did the lack of them render it inaccessible. 
Did a man wish to speak to the King? 
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That sufficed^ let the applicant be never so 
poor^ never so abject. Each and all alike 
who sought an audience obtained it; and 
the king treated with equal affability the 
meanest clodhopper of the peasantry, and 
the highest lord of parliament. Whether 
or not he went so far as our old friend 
Cromwell is reported to have, done — viz, 
take common soldiers to bed with him, in 
order to cajole them between the blan-. 
kets during their incipient somnolence,. 
we will not venture to affirm. But that he 
was scarcely surpassed for ordinary— and 
indeed extraordinary-*-acts of condescension, 
by any of the great men who have cut a 
dash aforetime,r— is what we tvill take upon 
ourselves to assert* 

The hail-fellow-well-met description of in- 
tercourse, which he thus adopted and carried 
on with the greatest address, was not 
without the desired effect. In a short time 
the bulk of the people thought they had got 
another papa — and a very good papa too— 
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in th«fr netr Bovereign^ wbioh ciused divers 
of the hiore grateful lieges heartily to thank 
iheif starsi that the bafttiical pink of p^^* 
fection dhbuld have icome in tibeir days. 

For a >«rhile9 the king let his ^ople iir^ 
dnlge iA the pleasing d:elusidn. Al ih^ 
same iSme lie laboured assidubusly, by under^ 
hand meaifis, to bring into discredit idie diet 
and all the Mtablds saving himself. He 
nelct won over the army^ for without that he 
could have done very UttlCi any more thiol 
Pisistratus^ Dionysinsi or Cromwell. Bat 
ibe/A the army he could do anytliing* Sa 
when his liberal schemes were ripaied to 
ftdl maturity^ Gustavus Adolphus set the 
officers and privates to work, and in no tiB9^ 
—that is to say in much leiBs than kn hour*- 
although master of Stockholm before^ he 
liiade himself very much mor6 rnasteri And 
no sooner had be done this, than he upset 
the constitution altogether; deckring that 
the diet was a nest ofaristocrats^luid a rank 
humbugs^^a^ was evident from the high 
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price of bread— -and he was fully bent en 
restoring the primitive laws of Sweden, Mioh 
as they were 1[>efore the year of grace 16|80# 
^^ But/ ■ added he, ** although by so doing I 
loake myself absolute, yet it is with no in* 
tention of booomuig absolute, or being any* 
thing else than the greatest liberal citizen 
among a truly liberfil people." 

The royal arms were so powerful, and the 
royal arguments so plausible, that no one 
kicked up a bobbery, but the whole of thf^ 
natives nuldly surrendered that fine consti* 
tution which their vigorous fore&thers l)a4 
ma&fiilly won from a woman. 

In |hi& cursory manner werq the fiEuv&med 
fiwf^ish bulwarks against despotic domind*^ 
lion dashed to dithers. 

6\}stavus Adolphus> the free and the 
fetterless^ having thus concluded the quesrr 
tion with his own people, next turned bis 
attention ta the people of Rus^iat And 
like his predecessor, Charles the Twelfth, 
he deemed it ooodudve to Swedish glory to 
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have a tug with the Czar. However, this 
came to nothing ; for a peace was soon ar- 
ranged, and the Swedish King had plenty 
of^time on his hands for trying his strength 
with France, but that also came to nothing; 
and he was at last driven to dancing. This, 
however, was the most unfortunate occupa- 
tion to which he had as yet applied, for, as 
everybody inows> and nobody cares, he 
was shot dead as Julius Caesar at a mas- 
querade. 

A considerable cluster of the ndbs, were 
piqued at the unceremonious annihilation of 
the diet, and others were grieved to find 
that as they grew less and less in public 
importance, Gustavus Adolphus grew bigger 
and bigger. It was, therefore, perhaps not 
very unnatural that Ankarstrom, et id getnu 
omne, should be desirous of bringing to as 
speedy a termination as possible a state of 
affairs so far from satisfactory to themselves. 
And, peradventure, it is well for the cha- 
racter of Gustavus Adolphus that his life 
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ended when it did, even as it did; for it 
can't be denied that he was rather a tyrant, 
though his reign was shorty and it is likely 
that had his reign been long, he would have 
been very much of a tyrant. On the whole, 
therefore, it would seem he did not lose 
much by Ankarstrom's pistol-shot; for if 
it lost him his life, it saved him his charac- 
ter: and that is something in the history 
of a liberaL 
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CHAP. vm. 

Prench LiberaU and LiberaHsm in the 1 Bth Century. 

Whoso aapireth to » o^reot knowledge 
of your true liberal, ahould study the men 
and manners we shall now bring upon the 
tapis. 

For never, since the creation of the world, 
was any country 5 at any one time, so bounti<» 
fiilly blessed with liberals^ or liberal senti- 
mentSf sayings, and doings, as was France 
during the last thirty years of the last cen- 
tury, 

liberals would hence conclude that she 
ought to have been superlatively happy* 
But that conclusion agrees not with the 
truth, for she wbs in fact superlatively mise- 
rable* Indeed we doubt whether, during 
the greater part of that timci there was a 
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really happy man in France: ve are sure 
there was not one such who was a politician. 
This is a bold assertion, but we will risk it^ 
ThQ reader, howeirer, ^dXi judge for kmseifi 
*^ Much would have more '' is an old 
Allying, and was an old saying when 
we were young, and also when our 
great^grand&ther was . young too, or we 
ahould think it had been inTented post ei 
propter the French Revolution: so> conw 
pletely was it exemplified through the whole 
course of that e:i^traordinary proeeeding^ 
Now just let us see whether it was, or was 
not* The tiers-*etat, or commons, as we 
should say, having been treated, as they 
alleged, in a somewhat scurvy manner during 
the reigns of the predecessors of I^ouip 
^XVL, took advantage of the weakness of 
that good-natured Prince and assumed a 
degree of importance which they bad never 
l:nown, and scarcely ever dreamt of before^ 
This was all right ; for, to say the truth, 
which is a paramount duty with the candid 
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historian-«-the commons, up to this time, had 
been rather below than above par in respect 
of political influence. However, being libe- 
rals, they were not content with the juste 
milieu, which very few liberals are. There* 
fore, having got an inch (so to speak, though 
it was a great deal more,) they wisely re- 
solved to take an ell. And accordingly some 
of them began to adopt the requisite mea- 
sures. This was the signal for a general 
move. The grande nation wanted no other. 
Intoxicated, beyond all power of disinebria- 
tion, by the godless rationalism of Voltaire, 
and the. whimsies of the social Rousseau, all 
classes burned to reduce some favourite 
theory or another into practice. One man 
proposed one thing, and another another ; 
but all the real, genuine liberals, faithful to 
their fundamental principles of action, were 
stedfast allies, and cordially combined to 
promote the main object which they always 
have in view— the abasement of their supe- 
riors, the exaltation of themselves. 
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V Having got into parliamenf — :or the states- 
general, as it was called — the commons con* 
ceived an ardent desire to be placed on a 
level with the noblesse and the clergy : while 
most of the former and some of the latter, 
as also the King and his ministers, wished to 
to have something after the Westminster 
fashion. But the distinctions known and 
approved in St. Stephens, did not fall in 
with the views of the newly-fledged Gallican 
law-makers. They spumed, altogether, the 
Very idea of having a room to themselves. 
A lower chamber, indeed! and an upper 
chamber, indeed ! What an insult to the 
genius of equality ! If there was to be an 
upper chamber, they would sit in it; yes, 
that they would. Ay ! in the most exalted 
cock-loft of legislation ; and there they took 
their stand, crying Ccesar aut nuUus, instead 
of taking the seats intended for them. There 
was a capital reason for all this punctilio. 
The commons were a majority of the whole 
parliament. And, if the whole parliament 
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sat together^ the cohudqas ooutd beat tie 
clergy and the nobs into fits ; while if the; 
▼oted separately 9 they would be about a 
match for each other. To this the nobifity, 
who had the best right to object, did not ob* 
jectatall; but the commons objected very 
decidedly. Neither party would yield. So^ 
after discussing the matter almost without 
end^ and all to no ends ^be commons, onB 
fine day, got possession of the senate-house, 
and, after inviting the patricians to join 
them, said they would legislate for them* 
selves if nobody came to help them. No* 
body came. The commons, therefore, voted 
themselves the parliament> under the namt 
of the national assembly ; whereby the states-" 
general underwent a curious transmutation 
both in name and nature. 

Hereupon some of the noblesse, and a 
good few of the clergy, hoping to make the 
best of a bad job, came and took their seats 
cheek-by-jole with the members of the tiers* 
^tat. The assembly of the states thus 
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being changed into the ass^nbly of '' the 
people/' the members^ shortly afterwar<k| 
solemoly swore to give a new constitution to 
their constituents; which they very soon did. 
But^ as it was quickly put to the blush by 
several others in the course of a '^^ry few 
years, we shall not attempt to describe it. 
Though we may briefly remark tha<^ being 
a liberal scheme^ it strengthened the haiKls 
of the liberals pretty considerably, while it 
paved the way for other liberal measures* 
And for the right understanding of the se«* 
quel, as the saying is, we must beg leave or 
take leave, according to the French fashion, 
to enumerate some of the little reforms inci^ 
dental to the new constitution, number one. 
First of all, by way of beginning, the par- 
liament voted the abolition of all private pri* 
vileges, such as pigeon-houses and dove« 
cotes,, seignorial jurisdictions and other 
similar rubbish of feudality ; at the same 
time they curtailed the aldermanic propor- 
lions of corporations, sole and aggregate ; 
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whereby the titbits^ which fell to the enjoy- 
ment of those undying bodies^ were dimi* 
nished to an indefinite extent^ and rendered 
much more definite than before* 

They next discussed the King's veto in 
legislatipee matters. Formerly, it had been 
supposed to be absolute^ and, therefore, if 
he negatived a bill, why it was negatived ab- 
solutely ; but they said this was a mistake, 
and they decreed that the veto was only 
suspensive'^ and, according to this interpre- 
tation, if he negatived a bill, why it was only 
a little negatived, that is to say, only nega- 
tived for a little time. This pleased " the 
people" very well ; for they were jealous of 
the king, and in mockery called him old veto. 

They next passed a bill for reform in the 
parliamentary representation, as also another 
for the further reform of the municipalities; 
which measures together, fully secured libe- 
ral majorities in every public assembly. 
These were prominent points in the new 
constitution. 
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The king and the parliament^ the noblesse 
and the corporations, having thus been libe- 
ralized in some degree, the church came in 
for its turn. The hierarchy was an inde- 
pendent body, and that was bad enough in 
the eyes of the liberals ; but it was ancient, 
and that was still worse.. It had plenty of 
tin, the liberals had none. How then could 
it escape ? It could'nt, and it didn't. Tithes 
must be abolished* So they were. They 
were first to be commuted, but ere that was 
effected they were suppressed without equiva- 
lent of any kind. The clergy agreed to this, 
either bon-gre or maUgre» But the liberals 
did not stop here ; much would have more* 
The revolution must be worked; and it 
must have the wherewithal, as much as a 
railway, or a stage-coach. Ecclesiastic 
cal benefices were forthwith confiscated* 
Thereby the liberals killed two birds with 
one stone — they thus accomplished another 
reform, and got money to buy more. The 
clergy .thereupon turned stunt, as well they 
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mighM iind though liiey had been liberals 
before^ they wei'e^ generally speakings libe* 
raid no longer^ It wa$^ however, too hte« 
They locked the 6t&ble^oor when the steed 
WHS dtolen. Thoroughly green a Ifew weeks 
before^ they w^e done perffe^ly buown by 
the liberal laymen. 

Plebeian police-courts supplanted territo^ 
rial tiibunals; and every thing cdd gave 
place to every thing new» Tithes^ aintnorial^ 
bearings, liveries, orders of chivalry, dl 
were swept away by VegaUtS tmigeresg^^ 

After such reforms one wouM fa^ve 
thought the tiers eiai had pretty well rioted 
itself. But as we shall presently see, much 
would have more; and the liberals, ki 
order to make themselves safe, as to what 
they had done and were minded to do, ooUi^ 
fogled die itrmy and drew it away fh>m the 
king. 

Reader! We hope you are not tired 
with this catalogue of the liberal doings of 
1789-^« We Jiave clipped it as much tt 
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possible, but our aarratiYe couldn't spare it 
altogedier. It was absolutely necessary iu 
order properly tq condqct you ad medias res, 
or to tl^ beginning of the middle, or to the 
eod of the beginning. 

- And now, before we lead you any further, 
we must request you to stop a moment with 
Hs, while we take a bird's-eye view of the 
liberals and anti-liberals of the period. We 
are sorry to detain you, but we must, if we 
are to go on pleasantly to the end of the 
chapter.- . - 

L<et us glance at the anti-liberals first. 
They were, of course, friends of the king 
and the nobility. . From this class came the 
members of the club called the Impartialists, 
which, as few people in France were impar- 
tial, sooa fell to the ground. But as quasi 
successor thereto, the Monarchic Club made 
its debut, and was formed of the same sort 
of men. It, however, was so extremely dis- 
gusting to the liberal party, although not 
half so violent as the Cordeliers, or even the 

L 
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Jacobins— of whom more anon-— that the 
municipal Dogberries took on themselves to 
disperse it. 

The most moderate liberal party, was the 
club of the Feuillans. They cut a dash for 
a while, but went to pot as liberal ideas at- 
tained their fall development The Giron- 
dists formed the next grade. They might 
be termed clever, common«place, radical re- 
volutionists. They too succumbed, when 
common-place liberalism grew seedy. 

The Jacobins went a step further. They 
were desperate sharp fellows, very astute in 
looking after number one. We shall 
therefore designate them as the out-and-out 
revolutionary liberals. But the Jacobins 
themselves were eclipsed by the regular- 
out-and-outers ^ the thorough-goings whole- 
hog Uberals. These, as they met at the 
Cordeliers, were thence called the Cordeliers 
Club, in Uke manner as the Jacobins derived 
their name from the old convent where they 
assembled. 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



AND LIBERALISM. 131 

Bamave, Dumas, Ramond, Duport, Vau- 
blanc, Beugnoty were Feuillants. 

Vergniaud, Gnadet, Roland, Gensonne, 
Isnard, Brissot, Bailly, Grangeneuve, were 
great guns among the Girondists. 

Robespierre, Danton, Marat, CoUot 
d*Herbois, Couthon, Saint Just, were Jaco- 
bin ringleaders. 

Danton, Santerre, Camille Desmoulin^, 
Fabre d' Eglantine, Legendre, Hebert, 
Fouche, made much of themselves at the 
Cordeliers. 

Several individuals who were members of 
one, were members of both these latter 
clubs; and both of the bodies were amal- 
magated in helping to form that hideous 
conglomeration styled the Mountain. 

We may now proceed, taking good care 
of ourselves amid the strange scenes we are 
about to witness. 

Allons done. The liberals concluding, 
not without reason, that the recent reforms 
were the reverse of agreeable to the king's 

Lg 
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majestyi thought it would' hardly be safe to 
allow him the '6ame liberty which they 
tfaetnselyei^ etijoyed. -. They, therfoie, would 
not let him hang out at Versailles, or Saint 
Cloud, but niade hiiii keep at the" Tuileries, 
where they began to^ watch him as a cat 
watches ainouse ; ji^st in the samenlanher, 
and just with the same intention. ^ Poor 
Louis soon perceived thid, and, like the 
poor mouse under similiup circumstances, 
wished to make his eseape. £k> on the 
20th June, 1791, when most other foUbs were 
having ' their mid^ummer-iiight's dreams, 
the king arid the^ toyal fattftly privately 
cut Aeir^tiek, arid left »Pari^ for; the fron- 
tier, in orderto^ join a division of the army 
which was not yet quite so liberal as the 
Paris cits. The filgitivesi safely got to the 
edge of the ndt, and were Jbeginmg to think 
they had got out of it, but^just as they felt 
themsielve» free^ they^lbund themselves fast. 
The liberals were too many for them, and 
they were brotight b^ck to be the laughing- 
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stock of Paris. It is now commwly believed 
that the king ^ould hayei footed more dis- 
creetly h^d^he, on. the night aforesaidi 
walked into :bed ^^nd .not out- of th^ . T,m- 
leries. -Perhaps, the king hiws^lf was of 
that opinion when he^ got ho9i^ agaiiv ; r. 

The liberals, being grjevQuely hyift ai^d 
offendedi bythe ku]^*s>daritigto jbrA^^'^Ub^ 
out th^ir permission,' were^ye^y near, jtakuig 
his crofWA away ajitogeth^r;^ but; cooper pf 
them ncit b^i|ig iripe for tl^at yet, *|J^^y com- 
promised the matter by $uspen^ng hiip^^pro 
tempore. After which they made hifxx tak^ 
an oath to serve the ^ nation^ and to preserve 
the constitution. They then allpwed him 
a slight shadowy semblance of power. 

The National Constituent Assembly, had 
now done its do ; and, certes, it, need not 
have blushed had it done less. It was suc- 
ceeded by the National Legislative Assem- 
bly, which, however, intended to do very 
much more. But whether it did, ];em9ins to 
be seen. It began in good style, showing 
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its liberalism very decidedly. The first 
thing it accomplished was a vote that the 
members would live freemen, or die slaves. 
Then Deputy Grangeneuve moved that, the 
titles. Sire and Majesty, should no longer 
pertain to the king : the first was a badge 
of feudalism, the second was full of 
blasphemy, and was shocking to pious 
liberals. Couthon next moved that the 
king should sit in a common arm-chair, 
instead of a throne, because the president 
and other deputies had got no thrones. 
Guadet supported both these motions, and 
they were carried trumphantly. This 
augured well for the king! However, he 
made a good-natured speech, and did not 
seem bothered a bit, which bothered the 
liberals somewhat extensively. 

We ought here to mention, that the for- 
mer Assembly had invented a new style of 
oath for the use of the patriots : it was a 
kind of three-fold pledge, first to the nation, 
(of course,) next to the law, and last to the 
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king. The liberals were happy to swear it, 
but the clergy were not ; and, in other re- 
spects, they seemed a little refractory to 
those who attacked them. The Constituent 
Assembly had many times tried to make 
them conform, but had badly succeeded* 
Therefore, the new legislative body took 
them to task. But the members were not 
all agreed as to how tight they should 
string up the rebellious ecclesiastics* Per- 
haps the best idea of the prevailing opinion 
among these very pious legislators, may be 
gleaned from the speech of Mr. Deputy 
Isnard. He said, " The law— or my notion 
of the law— is my God : I have no other. 
The pubKc good — ^to wit, my own good as a 
public man — that is my worship! You've 
dished the emigrants ; serve the priests in 
the same way. We want no proofs. If a 
priest be accused by his landlord or land- 
lady with whom he lodges — that's enough ; 
let him be transported. And for them that 
deserve a punishment more severe than 
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exile, their is but one left — death f ' Lecos, 
a moderate liberal, did tkot quite ' concur, 
though he was a swearing bishop. JSo he 
answered, "to print .^uch a speech,"— the 
printing of it was proposed— ."iVould be te 
print a code of adi^ism. ^ Society icaa't eidst 
without an immutable morality dejayed fKim 
the idea of a Godf Jtfost.of .the deputies 
hereupon excliSined^ Justily .and .Uherallyr 
" Go it my kidj Preach.awty !'! : -^ 

Abput this time there was a change, of ^air 
nistry. jPor the Legislative Assembly weie 
too liberal for the xounci),. who l^ad .com^ 
into office before them; and it was soon 
manifest that; theyjcould not pull together. 
On the qontrar}^,' they began to pull against 
each other; and the .Girondist party, inldicf 
house, were very near puHuig. the J cabinet 
out of doors; which <Aliged,the king to 
turn them out. ... , • , ^ 

Roland, with bis friends, then got inUx 
power. Roland was rather stoical and v«y 
stubborn : a man of no grea^ talrat but 
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very active, and withal a plotting, plodding 
liberal. Without his wife, he would ha.ve 
been much less thiiti he. wasj she b^^ng men* 
tally, if not also mprally ai^ physically, his 
better Iialf. She w^s whatpught be termed 
a philosophical^ .flashy, iiissyj little radical; 
ever ow the mpve, and pp to all the new 
dodges of the day. . . ,.: 

The:$rst jkime, Roland went to ,court he 
displayed ]^is independence by a wanton 
violation of the ancient etiquette. : He 
walked in like an unlicked^ cub, with a 
shocking bad hat upon his head, a seedj 
old coat upon his back, coverings on his 
legs which horrified the master of the cere- 
monies, and with shoes on his feet bespat- 
tered with mud, and tied with bits of band, 
instead of being braced with buckles. Hence 
the court, not unnaturally, termed this mi- 
nistry the sanS'Culottes — or ministry minus 
their unmentionables. 

The Girondists did not long maintain 
their posts. Nor did they achieve any 
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very notable perfonnances while they were 
m office. But before they went out, Roland 
found time to write, at his wife*s dictation, 
a free and ultra-liberal letter to the king; 
wherein he gave him much advice, which 
he knew the king would never follow. And 
this was not a waste of time, as some folks, 
might suppose, but a clever Uttle dodge. 
For Roland kept a copy, which he after- 
wards paraded to glorify himself and incul- 
pate the king. 

A Feuillant ministry again resumed the 
government-reins, which rendered the libe- 
rals awfully savage, as wiU clearly appear 
from the following chapter. 
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CHAP. IX. 

More French Liberalism, 

It was now June, 1792. The Feuillans 
had been m office some little time; and, if 
things went on smoothly, they might so con- 
tinue for some time longer. The ultra- 
liberals, therefore resolved that things should 
not go on smoothly. For the further ex- 
istence of a moderate liberal ministry, would 
have been distasteful to them in the highest 
degree. So they got up a demonstration to 
the contrary. 

Among the projectors of the emeute, 
which, by the way, was not mute, but quite 
the reverse-^were the most noted men of the 
CordeUers and Jacobin clubs, along with a 
few of the Girondists. There was Brissot 
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and Carra, both penny-a-liners; and Barba- 
roux the mouthpiece of Roland. There 
was also Legendre the butcher, who killed 
mutton and men with equal sang froid. He 
helped to found the Cordeliers club. Danton, 
the Mahomet of Jacobinism, likewise gave 
his services, which were of great value, as he 
was a most ferocious orator, being just as 
brutal in his words, as Legendre was in his 
deeds. Danton said the say: Legendre did 
the do. Then there was Santeffe, the 
brewer, with plenty of cash and plenty of 
cant. He Was hail-fellow-well-met with all 
who met to drink his ale. He wa^ also very 
munificent, which indeed was a fathily cha- 
racteristic; for some of his forefsithers living 
in Ghent, made half the town drurik with 
liquor administered gratis, in oinJer td'refi- 
der them rebels. But the first fiddled u^on 
this occasion, were Marat sand Camille Des^ 
moulins. The former was the'incariiatioft^f 
anarchy, yet thoroughly * drilled ' iti^ the 
tactics of liberalism ; an advocate for the 
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aboIit;ioh of capital puni^bmenty yet a whole- 
isaie; thiH'dierer.;! 'a despot' wbere be eottld 
doinineeri,'yet^:iDibis single person^ a corpo- 
ration aggregatelbCtheimost'liberal dema^ 
gogisiQ. .He( ^»Ued him^f Vami dtipeuple, 
and for! a long .time played the jJart of the 
fool of the people after the oo/e ji^ faehion 
of the kiiig*« fc^lii ,. > * / 
. iCaimUe Desmouliiffi was ta spirited youth 
r-T-tbe.baaui Meal 'of a ;litdra»y liberal— 
epTigh%'aiMl.«pite£ul--<-KX>mi£: a«d. cynical — 
a k^en ; obsQrvqr of the faults^ of peers and 
pciei^ts^ iipting Ih^it sboFteomingst and mis- 
doings; in b(is?ra4ica} newspaper ; and manu* 
&otiiring.i A igreat; many mere imaginary 
delinquencies^ which he held forth to the re- 
pjobiUion Qf bis indignant compatriotSi in the 
various wqidis of ^tion that emanated from 
his restless and discontented brain. Fabre 
d'Eglantine, who resembled him in- some 
points, was a confederate on this occasion. 
Dubuisson, who bad been trying to live by 
his wits in writing for the theatres, and had 
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come to bis mts-end, without attaining any 
better end^ being angry with himself (and 
every body else,) willingly joined the move- 
ment^ to dissipate the tedium of vexation. 
Louvet^ Chabot, Henriot, Alexandre, Mor- 
moro, and a host of nameless quid-nuncs, 
also lent their assistance. 

Well! and what was proposed by this 
emeute? Why, it was to be a demonstration 
of the physical force of the real reformers; 
a monster-meeting on the SOth of June, the 
anniversary of a former triumph. The peo* 
pie were to assemble as if for the celebration 
of a civic fete. The Place de la Bastille was 
to be the first rendezvous, whence the crowd 
commencing its march viresque acqtdrens 
eundoy should proceed to the legislative as- 
sembly, then and there to say what the 
nation wanted. 

A politico-topographical map of Paris was 
prepared, whereon Danton traced the be- 
ginnings, the additions, and completions of 
the red'-cap-battalions. 
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Here, by the bye, gentle reader, we must 
request you to stop for a moment, while we 
say a word or two about the liberal costume. 
You see that knot of half wild, rantipole ra- 
gamuffins, with fiery-looking tiles on their 
heads. That is the bonnet-rouge— ov bonnie 
red-cap — which they are wearing; and 
those who mount it, are regular bricks, that 
delight in out-and-out liberalism, and wor- 
ship every symbol of avenging equality. It 
used to be the coiffure of the galley-slaves, 
but the liberals wishing to abolish everything 
connected with slavery, determined to pre- 
vent its being the badge of slavery any 
longer, by stamping it with their approval as 
the most elegant style of republican nob- 
case. 

The twentieth came ; and with it twenty 
thousand red-hot, red-capped liberals. The 
latter under the generalship of Santerre, 
Saint Hurugues, and others their associates, 
marched to the hall of the assembly, and 
marched through it, telling the deputies that 
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if they tried to please the king, th^- would 
tiat plea&e' the: kingdom; tilat if they didn't 
mind their business,. tUey should, have no 
business to mind; and that if. they did. not 
dme ' out the ministry, they should lie 
driVto 6nt themselves. - Whereupon tthe 
d^puti^^ replied that $hey would ta]^ time 
to'coA^der. Which done the red-caps took 
their departure, singing out lustily^ and 
giving three cbeers for the sans-culottes and 
the hation. They theii betook themselves 
to the TuiUries, all the while jshou ting, like 
mad, ** Long life to the saos-culottes and 
down with the vetp 1" 

The king, informed of their intended yisit, 
gave orders with the proverbial politeness 
of a Frenchman, that the palace-gates 
should be thrown open, so tbiat the nation 
mtght riot be kept waiting buMde knocking 
at the door. So when the nation got to the 
royal abode they walked in samcenemoiue. 
They quickly made themselves at home in 
the usual reception-rooms, but, anxious 
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moreover to explore the penetralia of the 
chateau, they began freely applying hammers 
and axes to the few remaining, doors, which 
obstructed their further progress. The 
king was, of course, unwillmg to have his 
house pulled about his ears, so he ordered 
the intermediate doors to be unfastened, and 
his visitors allowed to present themselves, 
although he was not in the audience chann 
ber. The crowd rushed in with great 
alacrity. In a moment the royal person was 
almost stifled by the press of the bos peuple 
— or the base people, as we may rightly 
translate the expression. Poor Louis, 
though taken somewhat by surprise, endea- 
voured to give the unceremonious gentle- 
men (?) the best welcome he could — ^albeit;; 
in truth, they must have been very unwel- 
come, seeing they were as much out of their 
proper sphere as a hog in a drawing-room, 
or a toadstool in a lady's boudoir^ 

The room was soon choke-full, for not- 
withstanding those who were in front would 

M 
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have been well content to stand in the 
middle of the floor, or even nearer to the 
entrance, so as not to suffocate the king 
or to tread upon his toes; yet, as those who 
were backward persisted in pressing for- 
ward, the van, constrained by the move- 
ment in the rear, found it iippossible to 
maintain a respectful, or even respectable 
distance. The king wondering as well he 
might, when the full complement of his 
visitors would be perfected, quietly noticed 
the numerous arrivals. And while every- 
thing else was storm and confusion, he 
remained calm and collected, awaiting the 
issue. This philosophic demeanour rather 
abashed even the ultra-liberals. However, 
they thought it would be grossly absurd to 
walk in, and walk out, without saying what 
they had come for ; so, at last, they gave 
tongue pretty liberally, a hundred voices 
boldly telling the king what he ought to do, 
and what he ought not to do; while some of 
the out-and-outers made up a chorus of 
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'^ Hurrah for the sans-cdottes ! and down 
with the veto !'* 

As may easily be imagined, the king was 
by no means gratified by this course of pro* 
ceeding. However, he kept his temper and 
his counsel ; vouchsafing a gracious reply, to 
the efiect, ^hat the nation must excuse him 
if he could not hear what they said in such 
a hubbub ; it might be very just or very 
unjust : about that he could give no opinion. 

And thus, so far as regarded the main ob* 
ject of their visit, the would-be dictators 
took nothing by their motion. Yet in one 
particular, they carried their point. They 
wished the monarch to honour their favorite 
bonnie red-cap by wearing it himself To this, 
as a mere bagatelle, the king evinced not the 
slightest objection. Whereupon one of the 
caps being handed in, at the point of a pike, 
the sovereign transferred it to the crown of 
his caput. The crowd were thereby greatly 
delighted, and after Vergniaud, Petion, the 
Mayor, and divers others, had expended a 
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great deal of breath and battercbag to in- 
duce the noisy deputation to withdraw, they 
accordingly did; and the Tuileries relapsed 
into its wonted tranquillity. It must not^ 
however, be supposed that the out-and-ont 
liberals were satisfied with their achieve- 
ments. True it was, they had made the 
king wear the Phrygian tiar of the galley- 
slaves, but they had not forced him to 
change his ministry. Their failure in efiect- 
ing this was by no means compensated by 
what they had effected. And they were 
more discontented than ever* 

About this time some of the emigrants, as 
they were called, or men who had been 
obliged to abscond on account of their 
monarchical principles, were desirous of 
coming back to their country* But weB 
knowing that single-handed they could not 
cope against the power of liberal principles 
which then were dominant, they had re- 
course to their neighbours for assistance. 
And it was accordingly agreed that they, 
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along with divers Prussian^ and Austrians, 
should march with arms in their hands 
into the heart of the kingdom, in order to 
strengthen the regal authority, and restore 
^e dispossessed parties to the rightful 
ownership of the lands and tenements which 
had been liberally taken away from them» 
This of course was highly offensive to the 
regular out-and-outer6 who had got hold of 
die lands and tenements aforesaid, and did 
not like to surrender them — besides, to have 
strengthened the crown when they wished 
to weaken it, would have nullified all their 
proceedings. They therefore agreed to 
have a second ^meute. And the better to 
screw up the courage of the bcu peuple to 
the sticking-point, the leaders of the move- 
ment made divers telling speeches in the as- 
sembly. They stated, hypotheiicallff as they, 
termed it, that the king had done so and so, 
and having done so and So, he was unworthy 
to reign any longer, and being unworthy to 
reign any longer, he ought to be deposed. 
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Which hypothetical sort of argument took 
amazingly well with the base people; for 
they, instead of supposing that the king 
might do so and so^ verily believed that he 
had done so and so. And they became 
iracund in proportion. By this means two 
months scarcely elapsed before another 
attack took place upon the Tuileries. This 
time^ however^ the liberals did not enter 
upon any lengthy discussion with the king, 
but using main force and bodily strength^ 
broke into the royal abode^ furiously crying, 
" Long live the nation ! Down with old 
veto! Where is the veto? Down with 
him!" 

The king was obliged to quit the Tui- 
leries, and take refuge in the bosom of the 
legislative assembly, whence he was removed 
to the Temple, where he was afterwards 
kept a close prisoner. 

The liberals, at the outset, inveigled into 
an ambush the commandant of the national 
guardj as he would staunchly have defended 
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the palace; and when they got him by him- 
self, with none to help him, they cut his 
throat so liberally that he died on the spot. 

The Swiss guards whose duty it was to 
protect the Tuileries, after being chaflfed 
and bullied, and beaten and bruised, and 
shot and slaughtered to a very great extent, 
naturally began to o£Eer resistance to the 
lumultuous liberals. Whereupon a pitched 
battle ensued between them, and the red- 
cap battalions of the Faubourg St. Antoine, 
and other Faubourgs, and the Marseillais. 
The brave Swiss, although behaving very 
discreetly, could not hold out against such 
terrible odds; «o, in a short time, most of 
them were cut up in the fray, and the rest, 
13^6 the king, taken prisoners. 

What awaited both them and their mas- 
ter« we propose to find out in a subsequent 
chapter. 
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CHAP. X. 

More French Liberaliim* 

The tenth of August, 1792^ witnessed also 
other achievements on the part of the ultra- 
jiiberals ; for, immedmtely after the storming 
of the Tuileries, they resolved that the 
king's authority should be suspended^ his 
ministers dismissed, and a national convene 
tion summoned to meet on the S3rd of 
September. 

These were bold measures from which 
the agents well knew there was no receding. 
So the cry now became, ^'push on, keep 
moving, my hearties!" They therefcnre 
demanded the immediate estabUshment of a 
new tribunal, to try the conspirators of the 
lOth of August. This, properly speaking. 
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would have been a tribunal to try themselves, 
for they were the only real conspirators on 
.that occasion; they, however, meant to 
designate thereby those unfortunate people 
who had got into their clutches by virtue of 
that conspiracy, and were its only victims. 
The ineffable impudence of the proposal 
was too much even for the liberality of the 
legislative assembly, who seemed disposed 
to give the matter the go-bye ; which, no 
sooner was it perceived. by the commune, 
than it made that municipal monster uncom<- 
monly iratew So a deputation, consisting of 
some of the most entirely radical common- 
councilmen, was forthwith despatched to the 
house of assembly to enforce the demand. 
The spokesman of the party thus delivered 
himself to the obstinate senators : . ^' As a 
citizen," quoth he, " and a magistrate of the 
people, I come to tell you that this very 
night we shall sound the tocsin and beat the 
ggnerale/* — he did not say what general — 
" for the people are thirsting for vengeance. 
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being unavenged so long ; and if you don*t 
help them to vengeance, take my word for 
it they will help themselves." The assembly, 
thinking the people might help themselves 
very improperly, should they be left to exe- 
cute vengeance in their own way, reluctantly 
gave their consent. 

The tribunal soon came into existence, 
and soon put out of existence those who 
came before it; yet it was not considered 
efficient enough, by the more ardent liberals, 
who were still thirsting for vengeance, be- 
cause ** much would have more;" and they 
determined to contrive some kind of ma- 
chinery whereby they might commit murder 
wholesale, and thus get rid of their enemies 
(and friends too) with the least possible 
trouble. 

A circumstance to which we have before 
alluded — namely, the approach of the re- 
turning emigrants with their foreign friends—- 
afforded a pretext for carrying into effect 
the designs of the ultra-Uberals. It was a 
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moot-point whether the parents of the revo- 
lution should quit Paris^ leaving it to be 
entered by the emigrants and Germans, or 
whether they should remain at all risks. Ori 
which question Danton truly said, as he 
might say now^* with equal truth, were he 
living — ** France is Paris, and Paris is 
France. They are synonymous terms. If 
you lose the one, you lose the other; if you 
keep the one, you keep the other." He 
afterwards added — ** Let us then stay. True 
it is, Paris consists of two parties — the 
royalists and the republicans. True it also 
is, the former are the stronger party ; and 
yet, if we are to be in safety, we must trust 
to the latter. I advise you then to frighten 
the royalists." At these last words, those 
who heard them were rather frightened 
themselves, for they understood what they 
meant as well as if Danton had written a 
a commentary on them. However, as things 

• January, 1848. 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



156 MORE FRENCH LIBERALISM. 

then were, there was no other coarse so 
likely to ensure the safety of the regular out- 
and-outers, who, acting upon the suggestion^ 
agreed that the royalists must be frightened. 
So domiciliary visits were for this purpose 
instituted widiout delay, and all persons, 
supposed to be adverse to the rising republic, 
were pulled out of their houses, and, for a 
brief space, furnished with lodgings at the 
national cost, and afterwards dealt with 
according to the nationaUpleasure. 

Then conunenced the work of carnage^ 
upon the most liberal scale. Prisoners 
were brought up before the new tribunal by 
tens, and twenties, and fifties at a time ; a 
short confabulation took place, and the 
usual sentence was generally pronounced in 
a few minutes after the arraignment. That 
sentence was — & la Farce, or let the prisoner 
be taken to the prison of La Force. The 
unhappy wretch was thereupon sent out of 
court. But he never reached La Force. 
No! For all those, who madetheir exit in that 

i 
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direction^ were transfixed by a hundred pikes 
before tbey bad progressed ten paces on 
tbeir way ; and berein was no mistake, tbe 
course of proceeding was cbalked out before* 
hand. 

If an individual was inadvertently com«- 
initted, and the error was discovered^ be 
was to go at large, instead of to La Force, 
and be left the court by another door* 

The Swiss guards, who shewed so much 
forbearance in the faithful discharge of their 
"^duty at the Tuileries, were among the first to 
suffer. They were all tried together, but 
sent off to La Force one by one ; as well to 
ensure their submission to being slaughtered, 
as also to afiford a longer treat to the execu- 
tioners ; for these blood-thirsty friends of 
equality were, according to the most trust- 
worthy accounts, delighted beyond measure 
with their sanguinary occupation. They 
actually revelled and wallowed in the car- 
nage they created, and some of them even 
went so far as to .cut op^n their victimJB 
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before they were dead, and, tearing out 
the yet quivering hearts, suck therefrom, 
fcith theirmouthSf the life-blood almost before 
it ceased to circulate. Truly this was the 
Saint Bartholomew of liberaUsm. But, un- 
like the St. Bartholomew of Romanism, it 
was not a cunningly-devised tragedy, that 
lasted only for a night, it was a cold-blooded, 
systematized series of wholesale massacres, 
which clouded the fair sunlight of many 
days with the most gloomy darkness of social 
horrors. It began with supposed political 
offenders, but it ended not with them. The 
inmates of prisons, against whom there was 
no political charge whatever; the students 
in seminaries ; the magdalens in peniten- 
tiaries ; all suffered alike. A sham trial-* 
sometimes not even that — and a cruel death, 
were the common lot. We shall not pause 
in the track of the blood-hounds, as they 
visited in succession, the Carmelites, the 
Abbey, La Force, the Conciergerie, the 
Seminary of St. Firmin, the cloisters of the 
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Beraardins, the Bic^tre, the hospital of 
Salpetriere^ and the other public institutions, 
into which they carried their knives, their 
pikes, their spits, their bayonets, and thehr 
bludgeons. Mo! — we shall hurry through 
these scenes of dire atrocity as quickly as we 
can ; yet, as faithful historians, we cannot 
avoid them altogether. 

Let us, then, see what was enacted in the 
Bicdtre — that receptacle of lunatics, mendi- 
cants, and criminals. It contained nearly 
four thousand prisoners. To get at these 
the gates were forced with cannon : so also 
the dungeon doors: and though no taint po- 
litical defiled the captives' blood, yet, pure 
or impure, it still was blood, and therefore 
it must be shed. The demon-butchers 
dragged the captives from their cells and 
stew them as they brought them forth. 
They rested but to gulp their bread and 
wine, and then resumed their devilish occu- 
pations which, at this establishment alone, 
continued through the space of five long 
days and nights. 
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Pity seemed totally extinguished in the 
breasts of the assassins. For they spared 
not even those who might have wrung com- 
passion from hearts of stone. The bishop 
of Saintes, might surely have stayed their 
murderous strokes^ could anjrthing have 
moved them. He was suffering from a 
fractured thigh, and lay in agony when the 
assassins came to summon him .to ileatfa* 
Unable to move, he said ^* I do not refiise 
to die with my brothers, but my teg ia 
broken, and I cannot walk: assist me and I 
will go with joy to meet my death*" He 
was helped out of the chapel, where ke.then 
was, and in a minute afterwards, while 
thanking those who had lent him aid, was 
struck to the ground and ruthlessly des- 
patched. Such were the manifestations of 
rampant liberaKsmin September, 1792. Let 
the catacombs of the Barriere St. Jaques, 
and the ditches of Clamart declare the 
number of the victims. It is not for human 
historian to complete the record of the slain. 
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And whom shall wa blame? Dare we 
say? Can we say? The most cunning 
liberals, for a time, laid the guilt at the door 
qT their friends ^' the people/' whom they 
a£fected to consider were at that epoch the 
** firantic people*" They next tried to limit 
the accusation to a mere handful of their 
own body, whom they were content to 
designate as '' unmitigated liberals" We 
dbould rather pronounce Marat to be the 
author; Danton, the promoter; the com^ 
mtttee of surveillance, the agents; the muni* 
cipality, the accomplices; and the majority 
of liberals, the patrons of these stupendous 
atrocities* 

At the appointed day the c<mvention met. 
One of the first questions which Cfune under 
their consideration was, whether the king 
who was already suspended, should be 
actually deposed. The advance from much 
to more had got so far, having been expen 
dited in the following manner. It was well 
known that the Girondists wanted to get 

N 
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kold of the executive commissions, before 
the government was further dianged. But 
tlie Jacobins did not like to wait so long. 
At a meeting, therefore, where Panis,. 
Billaud-Varennes, Collot d'Herbois, and 
others were present, they resolved to pitch 
the word republic into the teeth of die 
Girondist party. "• If they swallow it," said 
St. Just, " they are shut up; for it emanates- 
from us, and they must skig small about it; 
if they spit it out,, then they are shut ou^. 
for by opposing the will of the people, as 
declared by ufi, they must be at once 
eliminated from the people." 

The Girondists were up to the plot, and,, 
in self-defence, bolted the bitter pill before 
the other party could say Jack Robinson. 
Ducos, the friend of Vergniaud, worked this 
piece of legerdemain; and he managed it so 
adroitly, that the king-freed people scarcely 
knew whom they had to thank for the 
abolition of royalty. Thus they, all of them, 
Girondists and Jacobins, jumped, head-over* 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



MORB FRBNCH LIBERALISM. 163 

heels, out of the kingdom into the republic. 
And, by taking this leap in the dark, they 
kept their credit longer; but they, nearly all 
of them, lost their lives sooner than they 
otherwise would have done. 

Poor Louis kept prisoner under lock and 
key in the Temple with his jvife and family, 
was as though he was not. Out of sight, he 
might have been equaUy out of mind, but 
that some of the more inveterate liberals 
who ¥^shed to blot him out of remembrance 
altogether, could not dismiss him from their 
recollection if he remained alive. Having 
seen him on the throne, which was a hateftd 
sight to their unselfish minds, they longed to 
see him on the scaffold, as a pleasing spec* 
tacle which, alone, could compensate for the 
eyesore of bygone years. He had had his 
pleasure, he ought to hav6 his pain— the 
nation had obeyed, it ought to rule: thus 
reasoned the more fully developed liberals. 
In vain the more moderate liberals reminded 
their impetuous brethren of the laws and 
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theories of a monarchial government; ao- 
cording to which^ Louis XYI. had reigned 
less despotically than his predecessors. 
'' What are your laws and your theories to 
us^'* they candidly replied, ** when the only 
law is to triumph, and the sole theory is to do 
the best for qpeself 2 " There was no 
answering this argument; and the Giron* 
dists — though they considered Louis as a 
defeated, not an accused man; the nation as 
a conqueror, not a judges the king's deadi 
vengeance but not justice; yet rather them 
bfi left behind in the race of UberaUsm-^^9ef» 
they consented to the king's trial. What 
sort of a trial it was, may be judged from a 
speech of Robespierre, who was then b^ 
^nning to assert his despotic supremacy* 
Thus argued that philosophical liberal; 
''Louis XVL V>a9 king, and the republic it 
founded. The great question that now 
o^^cupies you is solved by this one word. 
Louis is dethroned by his crimes: he con* 
spired against the republic: [! \\'\ heis con* 
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demned or the republic is not acquitted. To 
propose to arraign Louis XVI, is to put the 
revolution on its trial. If he may be tried^ 
he may be acquitted: if he may be acquitted^ 
he may be innocent: and if he is innocent^ 
what becomes of the revolution? If he be 
innocent, what shall be said of ti^t Shall 
we not be in a tarnation queer fix?" 

The king was brought to the bar of 
the convention. He was arraigned. And 
though the experienced skill of the venera- 
ble Malesherbes, the indefatigable industry 
and brilliant talents of Tronchet, and the sur- 
passing eloquence of Des^ze were employed 
m his defence, they were all in vain. 
The accused was prejudged; the victim 
was doomed, beforehand, to the slaughter. 
The Girondists, alone, seemed disposed to 
listen to the defence; they, alone, showed any 
willingness to allow the trial to be anything 
more than what in fact it was — a barefaced 
sham. But their want of resolution, as the 
Jacobins termed it, being observed by them, 
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Saint Just had recourse to the dilemma sug- 
gested by Robespierre. He balanced, as it 
were, the prisoner against his judges by a 
sort of ad hominem argument, which per- 
fectly succeeded, for, as the majority of the 
convention were liberals of the first water, no- 
thing was half so convincing with them as what 
aflfected their darling idol— self. He thus put 
it, truly enough, " If the king be innocent, 
the people are guilty. You want a republic; 
and the republic only begms when the 
tyrant ends." 

This brought the waverers to the point : 
they must either condemn the king, or con- 
demn themselves : no one, then, having the 
slightest knowledge of the liberal idiosyn- 
cracy, could doubt for a moment what the 
result would be. 

It therefore was accordingly. 

Only a few hours elapsed after his c^on^ 
demnation, before Louis was brought to the 
guillotine. He asked for a longer respite, 
that he might engage in religious exercisea. 
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«nd prayer to God ; but it was denied him ; 
for his enemies had no more ideas of God 
and religion^ than they had of monarchy 
itself. 

The king was thus released from a weari- 
some captivity; and truly wearisome must that 
captivity have been. Deprived of his king- 
dom; separatedfrom hi8family,(thoughinthe 
same prison;) debarred the use of the most 
trifling articles of personal convenience, even 
to his dressing-case; not allowed a single 
change of apparel, nor even a sufficiency of 
food; subjected to insults, from which com- 
mon humanity protects the most atrocious 
felons; and made to endure every kind of 
vexation, both of body and mind, which the 
barbarity of his gaolors, or the unbridled 
and inexplicable malice of his liberal enemies 
could suggest; he must indeed have felt 
that the world had lost all its attractions an4 
life itself its every chamu 
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CHAP. XL 

Mwe French lAberdliam* 

The convention was divided into three sec- 
tions: the Gironde, the Marais^ and tbt 
Mountain. The Gironde were the Members 
returned from the department of that name, 
and were the heads of the GKrondist body. 
They occupied the right edde of the assem- 
bly, if indeed, there was aliy right side at 
alL The Marais, or the Plain, sat in the 
middle. They were neutrals being neither 
mountain nor valley. The Mountain, was 
formed of men espousing the principles of 
the Cordeliers and Jacobin Clubs. Staunch 
to their first resolve, they persisted in gettiog 
as near as possible to the apex of legisla- 
tion. They wished to be tip-toppers in 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



MoRB French LtfifiRALisM. 169 

everything ; and^ in token thereof^ they took 
possession of the top benches on the left 
of the house. Julien had a very dignified 
opinion of these elevated sedilia; for, said 
he, pointing to them on one occasion : '' I 
inhabit the hills : they v^ll be the Thermo^ 
pylae of the people," 

These various parties, after the slaughter 
of the king, agreed in nothing but in hating 
each other. The Gironde knew that what- 
ever they might propose would not satisfy 
the Mountain ; while, on the other hand, the 
Mountain despised the Girondists for being 
such slow coaches. Hence it need be no 
cause for wonder, when we observe that the 
Jacobinical liberalism, which had been for a 
long time very tyrannical, now dbplayed 
itself as the exaggeration of despotism. So 
it was— "much would have more}*' and 
Marat, the ctdvocate for the abolition of 
coital punishment, loudly asserted that two 
hundred and sixty thousand heads more 
must fall!! or else democracy would!!! 
Here was a choice for a republican people. 
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Here was a premium for liberal carnage. 
But the Mountaipist party had no need of it. 
They were ready enough without any such 
stimulus ; for a scheme was already hatching 
by the coupe-tdtes to effect the utter anni- 
hilation of the poor Girondists. The plot» 
however, was discovered before it was fiilly 
ripe, and the Girondists obtained a short 
respite. In the house they naturally pro- 
tested against a proceeding so injurious to 
themselves, and, as they believed, to the 
revolution also ; and they warned the Moun- 
tainists not to adopt a course of that kind^ 
lest the revolution, like Saturn, should devour 
its own children. But the Mountainists 
were not to be humbugged by any such spe- 
cious declamation. They opined, that if the 
revolution should make away with even half 
its children, it would still have a pretty 
numerous family surviving, quite enough, in 
short, to give it support till its old age ; to 
close its eyes when it died, and to bury it 
expeditiously. 
Therefore Marat, addressing the M oun- 
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tain, frankly observed — "They call us 
drinkers af blood ; well, then, let us merit 
the name by drinking the blood of our ene- 
mies" (thereby meaning the Girondists^ 
liberal as they were)« " Let us/' he added^ 
" slay them upon their benches, the Xheatre 
of their crimes/' In these cannibal-counsels, 
Robespierre and Danton, though heartily 
hating tami dupeuple, gave him encourage- 
loent. They backed him on the princii^e of 
giving rope. They trusted to the fickleness 
of the people, thinking that the insensate and 
ignoble idol of the day would tumble at last 
from his shrine* And they hoped that he, 
having first destroyed the Girondists, and 
then destroyed himself, would leave a j^ne 
field for them. Yet they did not intend to 
enjoy a divided pre-eminence. They were 
not for a partnership. Not at all. Oh no ! 
each thought himself secure of an easy 
conquest over his rival — Danton by his brute 
bullying ; Robespierre by his philosophical 
ffippancy. Having Robespierre and Dan^ 
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ton's support, Marat grew downright dis* 
agreeable; insomuch, that nobody liked 
him, except the basest of the bas peuple^ 
among the tatterdemalions of the Faubourg 
St. Antoine, and even they were not very 
staunch friends of '* the friend of the peo- 
ple;" in witness whereof, we adduce the 
following little adventure.-— One day Marat 
was taking a stroll with a body-guard — ^for 
he too had a body-guard, consisting of 
two battalions, or thereabouts, of the tatter- 
demalions aforesaid — ^when General Wester- 
mann, solus — alone-^met the procession. 
The general owed Marat a grudge for 
abusing him ; so, in spite of the body-guard, 
he seized the opportunity, seizing Marat too 
by the arm, and thwacked and wangt him, 
most unsparingly, with the flat of his sabre. 
The body-guard, taken aback by the bold- 
ness of the act, obfuscated by the brilliancy 
of the regimentald» and, perhaps, desirous of 
seeing the sport, very quietly allowed their 
friend to suffer this inglorious martyrdom. 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



MORE FRENCH UBERALISM. 173 

Most folks were amused^ not to say pleased^ 
when they came to hear of the eyent ; and 
Louvet resolved to follow it up by an attack 
of another kind. So^ next morning, he wrote 
in his rather (comparatively speaking) radical 
newspaper, something after this fashion >^ 
•* People, Fm going to tell you a funny fable, 
which will be more pungent than pleasant to 
your fine firiepd, Marat. Suppose a hair of 
my beard could talk, and said to me, cut off 
ttiy right arm, because it has saved thy life ; 
cut off thy left arm, because it has carried 
bread to thy mouth ; cut off thy head, be-> 
cause it has guided thy members; cut off 
thy legs, because they have borne thy body ! 
Tell me now, sovereign people, whether I 
should not do better to keep my arms, and 
voy legs, and my head, and only cut off this 
discontented morsel of beard ? Marat is the 
bit of the republic's beard ! He says. Kill 
the generals who defeat your enemies ! ICill 
the convention which directs the empire I 
Kill the ministers who cause the government 
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to proceed! Kill all except met! Tbe 
wretch knows very well he can only be great 
by remaining alone!** When the people 
saw this^ they laughed and thought it rather 
good^ but nothing further came of it. Vami 
d^ peuple was^ we believe^ for the moment, 
unavenged in this case also ; stilly it is ex- 
tremely probable that Marat was thereby 
rendered more impatient for his reveagej 
until he got it, and more relentless in its 
execution when it came within his reach. 
Nay, we think, we may even go a step ftir- 
ther, and offer it as our opinion, that both 
these annoyances tended, remotely, to acce- 
lerate the demagogue's triumph ; and in this 
way. — ^Those members of the convention, 
who were most troubled by his tom-fooleries 
and brutal atrocities^ emboldened by the sue- 
cess and impunity of these minor attacks, 
conceived the idea that he might be safely 
assailed in a much more serious manner. 
They thought it would be very nobby to 
take the bull by the horns, and they accord- 
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ingly demanded a decree of accusation to be 
issued against him. The decree was issued 
accordingly ; whereupon, this piece of human 
deformity appealed to his friends, who did 
not desert him, for» after all said and done, 
he was the most thorough-going liberal they 
had yet discovered. They completely ac- 
quitted him; and, what was more, th^y 
decreed him a triumph, which they at once 
proceeded to give him. They enthroned him 
upon the buckler of sedition ; the flower- 
women despoiled their posies to weave him a 
chaplet of laurels, and that sort of thing ; 
whilst some of the men raised him on theii 
shoulders, so that the people might see 
him. They then commenced their march 
towards the convention,M arat, comfortably or 
uncomfortably, seated above all his friends, 
and proclaiming, at the top of his voice, '* It 
is the people who crown themselves on npy 
head. May all heads, that would stick them- 
selves above the heads of the people, soon 
fall at my command T The cortege moved 
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on« swelled out by accessions from the boi 
peuple, which endowed it with prodigious 
plethora, wherever the locality was favour* 
able to the development of its ample pro- 
portions; while it severely tested the 
squeezability of the component parts in 
those more straitened thoroughfares^ such 
as Little^Knight-Rider-Street, or Great-Dis- 
taff-Lane, which it had to permeate on its 
route to the Rue Saint Honore. When the 
procession got there, for a time it could pio« 
ceed no further. For the market-women, 
there assembled, declared they must con- 
tribute theijT quota to the honors of tb/e 
4ay. In vain Marat cried; — amidst the 
loud huz^ahs of those around him: ''My 
friends, sp^re me, spare my sensibility! 
I have done too little for the pec^le. They 
honor me too much." The market-women 
would not spare him or bis sensibility. 
They were determined to honor him still 
more. They had got bouquets ready for 
him, and those he must have. So they 
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covered him, and his throne, and biB shield, 
and his bearers, and everything near him 
with the most luxuriant garlands, and 
graceful festoons of exuberant foliage* 
Indeed to such an extent did they carry 
their generosity, that his head, his shoulders^ 
his arms, his body, his legs, his patched coat, 
his dirty linen, his dirtier face, his open 
breast, his greasy hair, his muddy boots, all 
disappeared like ^^Jack in the green at 
May day." The troop then continued their 
march arriving in due time at the con- 
vention. They boldly entered, and defiled 
through the centre of the house, thereby 
defiling it more completely than ever it had 
been defiled before. Once again in his place, 
chuckling over his gladsome postliminy, 
Marat soliloquised in the presence of all, in 
ominous tones. '* I have the Girondists and 
Brissotites now. I have them safe. They, 
too, shall go in triumph, but only to the 
guillotine." 

When he left the convention, he was 
o 
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again Baluted by cries of *•* Vive tami du 
peupky' which^ however, ^e^e not to his 
taste half so spicy as '^ Mort atuc Girondins^^ 
which followed, and were the mustard and 
cayenne of this political ragout. 

The unmitigated liberals, after the ac- 
quittal of Marat, grew more clamorous than 
ever. And it soon became a question whether 
they were to have everything their own way^ 
or whether other people were to have some 
voice in the management of the republic 
This question gave rise to ne^ divisions, 
new factions, new conspiracies* And among 
the most enthusiastic of the movement men 
was Hebert, the author of th^ fjEimouSj or^ 
properly speakings the in&mous Pere 
Duchesne. He was arrested, b^ing deemed 
too dangerous a character by the other 
party to be allowed to. go aX large., His 
arrest, however, hastened the crisis they 
were desirous to avoid. Repeated emeutes 
took place, which ended in the proscription 
^f the Girondists. Marat leading his bat- 
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taliotis., armed with cannon^ to the very 
doors of the conTention, demanded and ex- 
torted from the terrified members the decree 
which sealed the downfal of the ordinary 
coomion-place radical revolutionists. Many 
of the party were banished; many brought 
to the guillotine; aiid among the latter was 
poor Madame Bolandi who had taken so 
mupk paki3 to foster the liberalism of the 
revolution. 

The queen, Marie Antoinette, perished 
by the guillotine about the same time, but 
Maxat was not allowed to gloat over any of 
these victims. For shortly after the pro- 
scription of the Girondists, one Charlotte 
Corday^ though strongly infected with 
liberal principles, took the liberty of 
opening the jugular of Fami du peuple 
in order to prevent a greater effusion of 
blood. 

The liberal Duke of Orleans, Philippe 
Egalite, though he had infamously attested 
bis ultra*liberalism by the most unnatural 
o3 
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disregard for the ties of consanguinity, found 
out^ to his cost, at this period, that he was 
not considered quite up to the mark. He 
lost his head: and was thus placed on a 
level with the royalists who had lost theirs 
previously. 

The management of the republic, which, 
a short time ago, had been shared by the 
commune, the ministry, and the conven- 
tion, now fell into the hands of certain com- 
mittees, to wit, the Committee of Public 
Safety, and the Committee of General 
Safety. Among these, Barrere, Robes- 
pierre, St. Just, Couthon, Collot d'Herbois, 
and Billaud«>yarennes, took prominent 
parts. They, in short, directed the whole re- 
volutionary power. And though styled 
the Committees of Safety, they secured 
nothing but death and destruction-^eath 
to the commune — death to the foes of the 
ihountain — death to the mountain— and 
finally death to themselves. They likewise 
destroyed the Christian calendar, it being 
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highly offensive, not to say dangerous, to 
their republican principles. They remo- 
delled the Week^ making it consist of tcfn 
days instead of seven: they also changed 
the names of the months. And that none of 
the latter might show any aristocraticcll 
pride, they made them all equal, giving to 
each just thirty days. By this diyision the 
months could hot complain, ot be jealoUs oi 
one another; but it thus happened that 
there were five days in the year which did 
not belong to any of the months. These 
were made puUic property, without .regard 
to the months from which they were filched: 
and they were termed " Sans culqiteides,** 
or Ides without breeches* 

They next abolished public worship. For^ 
they said, it was not enough for a regene-* 
rate nation to have dethroned earthly kings^ 
unless she stretched out the arm of defiance 
towards those whom superstition repre- 
sented as having dominion elsewhere,; 
Thus getjing rid of the old religion* they; 
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introduced a new one of their own, which 
was the worship of reason. The goddess 
whereof, they personified by a dancing-girl, 
whosig personal, rather than mental, charms 
had allured a good many on previous occa- 
sions. They next destroyed the sanctity of 
marriage, turning the ceremonial into a 
matter of such liberal conv^ence, that 
Sophie Amoult, the actress, described it as 
the sacrament of adultery. Hebert, Chau- 
motte> and Anarchy Clootz, with others of 
the commtuie, had been first and foremost 
m working these last*named innovations. 
And they had, in their advocacy of them, 
given utterance to infernal sentiments of 
such appalUng devilry a^ shocked even their 
liberal co-^adjutord. And the latter accord- 
ingly seized upon that fact as a ground of 
accusation against them, protesting that 
such liberaUsm was too diabolical, even for 
the latitude of republican radicals. There- 
upon the leaders of the commune were 
thrown into gaol, wd shortly afterwards nine* 
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teen of them were pw* to deaths there being 
<fiver« reasons, good, bad, or indifferent 
why they should travel the same way by 
whi<^ they had cruelly sGtA so many before 
thetiK 

Now came the tug of war between 
Robespierre and Diuiton. By ^e last 
clearancei most of their remaining second* 
rate competitors had been e&ninated. The 
circle o{ rivals had been cbtisid^ably dimi* 
nished) and the two great opposition shaversi 
if n6t idone in their envy, were brought into 
more prominent contrai^t than ever befbrev 
Danton tiow resolved to have a shy at old 
Robespierre, but just as he had made u|) 
his mindv he found himself^ hke any poor 
and powerless ex-noble, in the hands of the 
{atal tietors. 

Camille Dennbuliiis, the Aristdphanes of 
the revolution^ who had studied comedy all 
his life, and Westermann— whoj as we have 
seen^ when he spanked Fdmi dupeuple, en* 
joyed a ftrce sometiines-^otii a^ted painful 
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parts in the tragedy which ended with Daa* 
ton's exit from the stage. Yes! Danton, 
Camille Desmoulins, Westermann, La Croix, 
Herault de Sechelies, and Fabre d'Eglantinei 
all went together to the guillotine. After 
they were despatched, another decimation 
among the Jacobin ranks was brought about 
by Robespierre under pretence of his life 
being endangered, but in reality for the sole 
purpose of further securing his own pre- 
eminence« And, with this object in view, he 
attempted to engraft upon the atheism then 
in vogue, a piece of fanatical mysticism more 
gross than any superstition which had ever 
debased the corrupt religion that had before 
prevailed-^need we say that we allude to the 
worship of himself and Catherine Theos, 
and Dom Gerle? Most folks have heard of 
Madame Catherine's drawing-room, where 
the mysterious rites were performed, and of 
the three magnificent fauteuils therein; one 
for the lady as *' la mere du Pire etemelr 
one for Robespierre ^^le fils de VEtre 
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iuprime^' and one for DomGerle " lefiU de 
DieuJ'* As is well known^ the mummery 
there enacted was impious beyond all ex- 
pression; so for more reasons thiui one, we 
shall not attempt to describe it. Slaughter 
and superstition, butchery and blasphemy, 
were now the daily manifestations of Robes- 
pierre's life. The foes of the mountain were 
demoUshed, the commune was laid low, the 
mountain itself was shorn of its goodly pro- 
portions^ and the whole convention began to 
look very thin. Most men now saw pretty 
plainly I that if Robespierre and his tools were 
not shelved soon every body else would be: 
and so every body else, the convention in- 
cluded, took courage to resist the assassins. 
A decree was accordingly pronounced against 
themf and, one fine morning, they found 
themselves cooped up in the city-hall, with 
a crowd of assailants outside, and no friends. 
Whereupon, like a nest of scorpions— which 
turn their, stings on each other and on them- 
selves when they can do no better— these 
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amiable radicals began tumbling one another 
about in the madness of despair and the 
ferocity of hopeless perdition. They began 
throwing one another from the windows, at 
the same time stabbing and shooting with 
the utmost fury and the direst imprecations. 
And thus, Uke wolves in their lair, foul wiA 
blood, mutilated, despairing, and yet not 
able to die, were they discovered by their 
assailants when an entrance was effected. 
Robespierre, who had been shot in the jaw 
by himself — or somebody else — was found 
with a dirty cloth tied about his shattered 
chin. The wretches half dead as they were, 
having first been taken to the convention, 
were remitted to the tender mercies of the 
guillotine. As they went along they were 
overwhelmed by the execrations of the 
crowd. Robespierre, in particular, was the 
object of scomfill indignation. He also 
endured a corporeal punishment peculiarly 
his own. For the cloth, which had not pre- 
viously been removed from his wound, was 
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torn away by the executioner, which caused 
the shattered jaw to drop; and the mangled 
brute yelled out in an agony of torture that 
was horrible to witness* 

This was the culminating point of French 
UberaUsnu. It afterwards displayed itself in 
a variety of ways, moulding the government 
into a variety of forms> and working a va- 
riety of minor abominaticms; but neverthe- 
less, from this time forth, it drew in its 
horns and concealed its more repulsite 
features* 

In eoncluision, ^e may remark, that the 
movements of the F^rench revolutionary 
liberals put us in mind of the restless acti- 
vity observable among the inmates of a 
drop of water, as seen through the oxy-hy* 
^rogen microscope^ Many of our readers 
have doubtless witnessed an exhibition of 
tibis sort. They have seen the ugly animal- 
eulums, of every shape darting up, or plung- 
ing downr one while, as it would seem, 
merely to benefit by the exercise; at 
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another^ to escape a pursuer ; at another to 
overtake and devour some helpless victim^ 
And if the readers aforesaid have been long 
and patient observers, they may have no^ 
ticed some insatiable bloodthirsty monsters 
lose not a moment in following up the deglu-* 
tition of one poor wretch by the mutilation 
or destruction of another, until by and bye 
the gorbellied rascals, larger than their fel^ 
lows to begin with, have become repulsively 
gigantic by reason of their bloody banquet- 
ings. And finally as if the appetite were 
sharpened by what ought rather to have 
satisfied it, the dons, disdaining all meaner 
prey, have at last waged war among them* 
selves, and fought and eaten up each other; 
until only three or four huge horrible heroes 
remained among the lilliputians, like tritons 
among the minnows^ 

We think no one can have observed this 
aquatic cannibalism without feelings of inef-* 
fable disgust. But it strikes u& that this 
scene of restless movement, of weary tur- 
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moU, of jealous rivalry, of eager pursuit, of 
anxious flight, of fierce contention, of 
deadly strife, of merciless destruction, con- 
tains an epitome of the doings of the revo- 
lutionary liberals ; and yet we believe there 
are some who applaud the men-monsters 
that desolate a kingdom, while they shud* 
der at the brutality of the unreasoning 
Marats and Robespierres that disturb a 
drop of water! 
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CHAP. XII. 

Napoleon Bonaparte. 

A Liberal after the manner of Julius 
Caesar^ he found a republic which he quickly 
transmogrified into an empire. 

He for a time domineered over France, 
and tried to make France domineer over 
the world. 

He new-modelled several governments, 
turning republics into monarchies, or turning 
out kings from their kingdoms; and, in the 
true spirit of nepotism, placing members of 
his own family on the thrones which he had 
thus either raised or vacated. 

For instance — for we do not wish to make 
vague assertions to the disparagement o( 
any liberal, be he never so great— -Napoleon 
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installed his own brother Joseph^ as King 
of Naples and Sicily, having first kicked 
out Ferdinand, the rightful occupant. 
Shortly afterwards he extinguished the 
republic of Holland, by making his brother 
Louis^ King of the dikes and ditches* Subse* 
quently, having spoiled the Elector of Hesse 
CasseU and the Duke of Brunswick, of 
their possessions, under the pretence that 
theyliked blue Prussians better than French 
beans, he created out of these (and some 
other) districts, the kingdom of Westphalia, 
which he put under the sovereignty of his 
brother Jerome* Lucca was transformed 
into a principality and given to Elisa, his 
sister, and her husband, Baciocchi. Swe- 
den, he handed over to Bernadotte, a rela- 
tion by marriage. His brother Joseph, he 
promoted from the kingdom of Naples to 
that of Spain, and into the throne which 
thus became vacant, he was pleased to ad- 
mit his * •'dearly befoved cousin, Joachim 
Murat, Grand Duke of Berg.'* 
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All these things— and more, were done 
by the Corsican Soldier » who had been the 
obedient, humble servant of Citizens Danton, 
Robespierre, and brothers* 

In most other particulars, Napoleon 
Btrongly resembled Caesar and Cromwell, 
^hom we have noticed before, at some 
length. Let, therefore, the prolixity be- 
stowed upon them, be considered as supple- 
mentary to this memoir, and an all-sufficient 
conclusion to the present chapter. 



POSTSCRIPT, 

Thus far had we written, when the French 
Revolution of February, 1848, produced a 
great sensation through all the countries of 
Europe. We ourselves were very much 
startled by it. And, for a length of time 
we put the drag upon our pen^ and came 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



.POSTSCRIPT. 193 

to a d^d lock, wishing to see what might 
be the result of events so momentous and 
stuiHiing (thus to speak) as were those which 
capsized the juvenile dynasty of Louis Phi- 
lippe, and thereby threw the whole,civilized 
world into anecstacy of astonishment. 

We carefully watched the progress of 
fiberalism as developed by the proceedings 
of the neighbouring countries. And, for 
some weeks, we remained in a state of dis- 
agreeable dubiosity as to whether we should, 
or should not, avail ourselves of the sayings 
and doings of French liberals, when we 
should come to speak of the manifestations 
of liberalism in the present day. Bearing 
in mind, however, the incontestable truth 
that cotemporary historians are not always 
to be trusted, seeing they are often biassed, 
if not misled, by the feelings and opinions of 
the time being, and also remembering we 
had oiily newspaper reports to depend upon 
as guides to such a history, we deemed it 
advisable not to say anything about the 
p 
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French liberals "who have so lately dis^ 
tinguished themselves. We accordingly 
began, continued, and ended the third divi-* 
sion of our inquiries, without in the least 
troubling ourselves (except incidentally) 
about our Galilean neighbours; although 
we have no doubt, if we had accurately 
considered the characters of Proudhon, 
Raspail, and their fellows, we might have 
presented a very striking parallel between 
certain persons of the present day» and cer- 
tain others who flourished in the time of 
Robespierre. We feel tolerably confident, 
however, that our readers will be able to 
draw the parallel for themselves, and there^ 
fore we shall leave them do so, trusting that 
our history will lose nothing by the forbear- 
ance which we thus evince. Yet we cannot 
allow the recent disturbances in France, and 
other parts of Europe, to pass over without 
making some use of them, although it be 
only by offermg a few general observations 
thereon. This, we suppose will be allowed 

Digitized by L3OOQ iC 



FOSTSCRliT, igg 

by all parties to be but reasonable. And we 
assure the reader we sfaall make a very rea- 
sonable use of the materials thus put within 
our reach* In short we shall invite atten* 
tion to the recent kick-ups abroad ^ only so 
far as to show that the genius of liberalism 
is much the same now, as it was in the 
pahny days of the guillotine. We shall 
merely request our readers to note the fact, 
that there are some, among the red repub^ 
licans of 184f8, who entertain the same 
blood-thirsty, licentious, and impious notions 
as those which were entertained by the out- 
and-outers who butchered Louis the Six- 
teenth. And in doing this, we feel relieved 
from a doubt which sorely oppressed us 
when we were engaged in recounting the 
exploits of the French republicans of 1790. 
For we then had some misgivings as to 
whether we were justified in citing those 
facinora as legitimate examples of what 
might be expected at the hands of rampant 
liberalism, in any civilised country, in the 
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middle of tbe irineteenth century* Fot our 
ami part> we are perfectly satisfied on this 
point; and we feel btit Httle doubt that aH 
our readers, who will giro themselves the 
trouble to look into the fkcts^ will agrees with 
U3 that there are now in France those^ who, 
if they had the powers would gladly rqppeat 
all the horrors of the first revcdution« MaOf 
it will be admitted that we are perfectly 
right in bringing forwai'd the Gironde^ :lhe 
Jacobins, the Cordeliers, and the Mountain 
^s fair spedmens of what ultras-liberalism 1$ 
^ble to produce. » - 

In our account of French liberals we 
omitted to record the tragical fate of the 
Princess LambaUe. For that, we hopedt 
was not an atrocity which could justly be 
laid to the charge of liberalism. We 
thought it was referable rather to individual 
brutality* But we now entertain a doubt 
whether we should not set it down to the 
account of out-and-out liberal principles*. 
We are inclined to think we ought. And w^ 
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are led to this conclusion by the fiendish mur^ 
ders in 1848. We mean the assassinations of 
General Auerswald, and Prince Lychnowski 
atFrankfort]; of Count Lamberg at Pesth; 
and Count Latour at Vienna ; of Count Rossi, 
and the Editor of *^ II LabarOy^ at Rome. 
These^ at least, were all of them victims 
ofierecl by the sanguinary priests of libe- 
ralism on the ahars of their darliogdivi* 
nity« The atrocious indignities to which the 
lifeless bodies of most of these unfortunate 
men wei*e subjected, at the himds of their 
fialjow citizens^ prove beyond all question, 
tbat those revolting massacres, which one 
would fidn have regarded as the unaided 
erimes of a single demon, were not only con- 
nived at, but were also countenanced . and 
approved, by large numbers of the extreme 
liberal party^ For at Rome, in particular, 
the cool manner in which the assem^ 
bly proceeded with its business after Ihe 
announcement of the murder of Rossi, on 
the very threshold M the senate-house, 
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and t\\e ^i\d ^^ ^^ the muhitude outside 
as they satig,*^ 

« Benedetta qudla mano 
Clie il tiranno pugnalj)." 

plainly manifested a tnost culpable indif- 
ference, on the part of the " grave and reve- 
rend signors " on tbe one hand, as also a 
most savage glee on the part of ^^ the people'* 
oh the other. 

^' Bless the hand that stabbed the tyrant! '* 
Such was their chant. And who was the 
tyrant? The pope's liberal prime-minister; 
r— a man who must have been, according; to 
all accounts, a highly respectable liberal; 
for he had been tutto a tutti; everything to 
everybody, all things by turlis and nothing 
long. Had they tried him till the middle of 
next week, they might have deemed him a 
paragon of perfection; — the best liberal in 
Rome since the age of Pompey and Cras- 
sus. Why then did they kill him? If the 
liberals make free with the life of such a 
man, what minister can ever think himself 
safe? 
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PART III. 

Modern Pevelopmemts of the Liberal 
Character. 



Hayihg endeavoured to redeem our promise 
of presenting the reader with divers speci- 
mens of individual liberals, furnished by 
-different periods of the world's history, we 
are; now, in the third and last place, to de- 
vote a few chapters to our liberal cotem- 
porarie^. 

But, in order to avoid needless acerbity 
and {Personality, we shall abstain from, dwell- 
ing upon the individual characters of the 
great guns of the present day. Yet, as we 
propose to discuss the subject with less 
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generality and greater particularity than we 
did in the first division of our work^ we 
shall now endeavour to portray individual 
characters^ or phases of liberalism^ though 
we meddle not with the characters or faces 
of individual liberals; and that the now 
sketches (without containing anything of 
recognizable personality) may bear some- 
thing of the impress of present reality, 
the several phases of liberalism, that we are 
about to examine, will be viewed by us 
chiefly in reference to actual events of recent 
occurrence. We say of recent (and not 
present) occurrence, because we think we 
may be able to speak with stricter impair 
€ality of things past^ aldiough they be <m1y 
paulo'fsist, than of things instantly present'; 
and it is our earnest desire, in all respect$, 
to discharge our duty as an impartial his- 
torian« 
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CHAP. I. 

The Liberal in Social Life, 

When it is remembered that the essence of 
political liberalism is intense selfishness^-'-^ 
fact abundantly evident from a review of the 
actual — not iniaginal*y— specimens contained 
in the foregoing pages> — the careful observed 
is prepared for whitt he may have tq remark 
in the social developments of the liberiEd« 

Fortunately, however, it by no tneans 
universally happens, that the pt^ilical liberal 
is also A liberal in social life. It b only the 
really unmitigated libelral who, in the ordi* 
nary walks of daily existence, bears about 
with him the characterierlies of his political 
personality. 

We shall not, therefore, trouble the reader 
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with any very extended comments on this 
heady for we are deeply impressed with the 
conviction^ that i t is always unphilosophical, in 
the highest degree, to draw general conclu- 
«ons from particular premises : and, in the 
present instance, it might be very unjust, as 
well as unphilosopbical, to predicate of a 
whole class what can be truly said of, per- 
haps^ only some individuals in it ; therefore, 
while speaking of the social developments of 
the liberal, we shall merely glance at a few 
of the more salient points which are most 
frequently observable. 

NoWi one of the notable features of the 
Uberali in everynlay life, is the wonderful 
pliancy and versatility of opinion which he 
displays on all occasions, where his flexibility 
of sentiment will cost him nothing. Pro* 
vided you don't touch his pocket, or directly 
or indirectly attack his poUtical opinions^ or 
impugn his theoretical crotchets, you cannot 
fail to be struck with his chameleon-like 
power of adapting the tone of his Ideas to 
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yourS) if you are tSte-a-t^te with him ; or to 
those which prevail^ if the assembly be more 
numerous. 

Next to this agreeable faculty we may 
place the remarkable sangfroid with which 
lie contradicts himself; eating his own words^ 
^or giving the lie to them by his actions, 
when he finds that what he did say^ agreeth 
not with what he does think, upon anything 
that really interests him. One or two exam- 
ples of this may not be considered imperti- 
nent, except, perhaps, by some self- con*- 
victed liberal, who may chance to *put thfe 
<^P on. If this should happen, we hope he 
will forgive us ; but whether he will or not, 
we must venture to tell him that, some yearfi 
ago, we were speaking with a staunch Pro- 
testant liberal about the Roman Catholic 
Relief Bill, and our compdhion said he cer- 
tainly did blame the Duke of Wellington 
very much for supporting that measure. 
This, no doubt, was the good fellow's honest 
unsophisticated opinion; but, during the 
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same conversation^ tbe editor of a country 
paper, published in the neighbourhood, 
called and joined us. This man was a rather 
long-headed liberal, and was reckoi^ very 
first-r£^te thereabouts. He said he consir 
dered the Belief Bill one of the best things 
tbe Wellington administration had everdon^ 
a» ii wqs thejirst plucky inroad iaio the old 
consiiluiion. Thereupon, the other liberal 
turned tail at once, saying he thought it was 
a good thing too. Again, we know several 
liberals who, until within the last few months 
(April, 1S4S), never knew when they had 
suflScieptly abused the Jews; cfillifig 
^* Moshes," a cheat, a pickpocket, a swindle, 
a double-distilled diddler, and a knave not 
to be trusted where he could not be seen, yet 
they now come forward, and energetically 
vociferate that *^ Moshes" is not a knave» 
but a strictly honorable man. Here, how^ 
ever, we are trenching upon politics ; tuni 
we then to another e^^ample of a different 
kind. A liberal friend of ours was one day 
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faolding forth eloquently, upon tb^ sulgectiof 
voman's intellectual powera;' — lire don't knov 
whether he did not go so &r aa to declaoe 
dmt all . women were superior, in point of 
ndnd, to all men ; but he certainly saidithat 
most women were ; and he tielieved the intel- 
lectual qualities of women, generally, were 
vastly under^rated ; when^ after a while, the 
conversation changed, and a lady,, who was 
about as clever as any of the party, unfor- 
tmmtely convicted him of ignorance on son^ 
matter, in the presence of the assembled 
guests* He felt that he had no answer op 
the merits, and being st)*uck all of a heap, 
luid thus i^endered absolutely oblivious of 
his by-gone compliments, he was equally 
free and liberal in expi'essing a directly 
opposite sentiment ; which he did, without 
any kind of circumlocution, by making use 
of the plain and simple formula — ^^ Madam, 
you are a fool r 

Another curious feature in the social, no 
less than the political, idiosyncracy of the 
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liberal, is the extreme facility with which hd 
will sacrifice truth and principle to his 
notions of expediency. Thus, for example, 
suppose yourself, and a liberal, and two 
other persons in company together ; and in the 
course of conversation you say that 3 and 5 
make 8, and the other two persons, having 
different ideas of arithmetic from yours, take 
issue with you upon the point, and assert 
that 3 and 5 make 6 ; you appeal to . the 
liberal for his opinion. He knows, as well 
as you5 that the two persons are wrong, and 
you. right; but his notions of expediency, 
and the profound conviction which he enter- 
tains, that the few should yield to the many, 
prevent him from giving a candid, straight- 
forward opinion upon the question, and he 
answers you in this way : " My good friend, 
you must not strain these matters too far. 
Doubtless you have good reasons for saying 
that 3 and 6 make 8, and my other friends 
also have, doubtless, good reasons for saying 
that 3 and 5 make 6 ; therefore, I should 
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recommend both parties to agree in saying 
that S and 5 make 7 ; and if you can't do 
that, I should recommend youj my old boy, 
to concede the point, in order to prevent its 
being further agitated." 

When speaking of the liberal's genei^al 
characteristics, we had occasion to offer a 
few remarks upon his love of theorizing, and 
we then adverted also to bis penchant for 
fanciful analogies. In performance of the 
conditional promise we at that time made, 
we shall now say a few words more upon the 
latter point. Whether it is that the liberal 
dehghts in uttering out-of-the-way proposi- 
tions, or whether it is that he possesses 
eccentric powers of ratiocination, we do not 
I^'etend to determine; but, however that 
may be, we have, times out of number, 
observed as a fact (account for it as you like) 
that the liberal very commonly displays a 
.singularity in the process of mental obstetri-» 
cation, which is peculiarly his own. What- 
ever his conceptions may be (and they are 
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odd enough soinetimes)^ he delivers hunsdf 
in a manner that would occur to very Stw. 
who are not liberals. As a case in pointy 
we submit the following ^-^^ome few years 
back^ having the advantage of a liberal 
firiend, by being initiated into the mysteries 
of the electrotype before he was^ we ex? 
plained to him, as clearly as we could, the 
machinery and the process. This done, he 
replied that he quite comprehended the 
whole affair, and,--r-though not ^ mathemati- 
cian by profession, which might perhaps hxve 
explained the curious mental phenomenoD 
— he added that he thought the whole was 
very like a right-angled equilateral triangle; 
and he forthwith began comparing the 
poi*ous jar and its contents, wilh one side of 
the triangle, the outer jar and its contents, 
with another side, and the connecting wive 
with the hypotenuse or the base. The ana* 
logy was, we suppose, perfectly clear to him^ 
though to us it was most extremely obscure* 
Many of our readers have doubtless heard 
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of a certain ingeoiDtis person's notable idea 
about extracting sunbeams from cucumberSf 
because sunshine enters so largely into their 
production. Whether the person who 8tarte4 
this curious notion was really a liberal or 
npty we can hardly venture to say; but we 
should think most likely he was. For the 
imcy teeming, as it does, much more richly 
with moonshine than the cucumbers with 
sunshine, either is, or ought to be, a splendid 
^cimen of a liberal theoretical crotchet. 
However, it will, at any rate, answer the 
purposes of illustration equally as well as a 
more indubitable result of the mental pecu-* 
liarities we are recording. It is just the 
thing we should expect to notice and is 
exactly like a hundred others we have; 
noticed in the liberal, but have now 
^rgotten. 

Perhaps we have been unfortunate in the 

class of liberals with whom it has been our 

lot to have had intercourse; but, it has often 

struck us, that in money matters, and matters 

Q 
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of business, the liberal is very close-fisted 
and something of a skin-flint occasionally. 
For this, however, we are disposed to make 
every allowance, as we verily believe the 
majority of liberals are nearly always " hard 
up.** If therefore, in their arduous task of 
endeavouring to make ends meet, ihey 
should seem a little near, they ought not to 
be censured unmercifully. And entertaining 
this opinion, our feelings on witnessing an 
act of unworthy parsimony committed by ft 
needy liberal, are very different from those 
which we experience when we observe a 
similar meanness perpetrated by a loiig^ 
pursed tory. The indignation aroused m 
the one case> subsides into something like 
contempt, perhaps even pity, m the other 
-^so that, in a measure^ we commiserate ibe 
(seemingly) sordid liberal, and say that he is 
not much to be blamed, when we consider the 
difference between being up in the worlds 
and down in the ditto. And this brings us 
to the last remarks we have to make on this 
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part of the subject — to wit— that sometunes 
a full-blown liberal will, all at oncei assume 
the appearance of a confirmed tory; and 
vice versd, we may as frequently perceive a 
red-hot tory suddenly undergo a metem- 
psychosis which converts him into a very 
highly respectable Uberal. These changes 
are not so uncommon as might be imagined. 
But we do not think they are often the 
result of argument, either on the one side or 
the other, or that they are brought about by 
mere intellectual. conviction; they are much 
more generally produced by a change of 
mrcumstances. For all persons allow there 
i» a vast difference between going up hill 
and going down; and we submit, (of course 
vrith much deference to those wbo think 
differently,) that the. fact of a man's being a 
liberal is prima facie proof of his going in 
the one direction; aud the fact of his being 
an anti-liberal is equally good^ presumptive 
evidence of his going in the other. 
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CHAP. 11. 

The Liberal in Public Life. 

IIerein we propose to notiee a few of the 
curious peculiarities of the liberal as dis- 
played by him, not only in pubficlife proper; 
but also in quasi public life. That is to aay: 
we shall take him as we find him in ' any^ 
large assembly; whether it be the great> 
council of the realm^ a meeting in Exeter. 
Hall, an athenaeum^ a mechanics' institute, 
an out-door gathering, or a court of railway 
proprietors, or the like. In each and all of 
these, he assumes himself to be the most 
knowing man of the whole lot. That is our. 
first general observation. 

The next thing we have to remark is the 
surprising love which he cherishes for clap- 
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trap, except when it tells against faim; in 
which case he is quite as ready as anybody 
to dispense with it. Thus ** no monopoly" 
has, for some years past» stood very high in 
his esteem ; and " no popery " has stood just 
-is low: the former he takes to be the terse 
and comprehensive enunciation of a magni- 
4cent principle: the latter, he regards as 
the supreme climax of bigoted, senselesii, un* 
meaning absurdity. Perhaps few persons, 
except those who have studied the liberal 
character with that degree of attention which 
has marked our researches, would be ready 
t6 admit the general and very close connec- 
tion which exists between clap-trap and 
liberalism. To us, however, who have made 
^he liberal our careful study, the fact is 
abundantly manifest. The admirable tact 
with which he uses it to lead others by the 
nose, is really beautiful^ and is only equalled 
by the witching effect it has upon himself^ 
when employed by others of his brethren fop 
the same purpose* 
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For an example ire beg leave to eite the 
following : • 

One day we attended a general meetingof a 
railway company, wfaioh is dependent, for its 
traffic, to 8om<6 extent, upOii certain steam- 
boats belonging to different proprietor. At- 
tention having: been direct^ t6the steam- 
boats aforesaid , on^ shareholder addressed the 
meeting upon the arrangements made by the 
rdlway company with the severdl boat com- 
panieiB, aild he endeav6ured to prove that 
the railway directors gave better terms to 
some of the steam-boats than to others. 

From the very first he was fistmed to 
with impatience, and, in a short time^ the 
interruption (very foolish we dare say) grew 
to such a pitch, that he was scarcely audible. 
In vain did he crave a brief indulgence, in 
vain did he attempt to assuage the storm 
that raged around him, imtil, remembermg 
the political shibboleth of the noisy ones, 
he, with marvellous dexterity, availed him- 
self of a momentary lull to vociferate the 
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Qiagie wmda^* Na monopoly ! gentlemen, 
/ say — no monopoly I " 

" Sic ait et dicto cifius tumida aequora placat." 

: In a moment he^ secured the hearing pre- 
Wu% denied Jhim, and if he had been 
tal^ng *' tot "before, he was thenceforward 
allowed^ by, " the no monopolists/' to talk 
rot A hundred-fold more rotten, for at least 
ten miautes, without any demur whatever. 
' Being^cemindedof the fact, by the circum- 
stance we have just re^porded, we may here 
obserTe,€io passant, that liberals at elections, 
wd on other occasions, oftep exemplify 
their principles by preventing a speaker on 
tite <^posite side from being heard. Cat* 
ealli|%,. hissing, whistling, groaning are 
commonly had recourse to for this purpose. 
Umnitigated liberals are very prone to dis- 
tmgti^sb themselves after this fashion. The 
9a;me kind of thing is sometimes perpetrated 
by those who are not liberals, but very much 
more rarely. 
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( Akin to the above is a practice wherein 
the liberal greatly delights ^ a practice which^ 
judging by the con amore spirit with which 
he enters upon it, we should think affords 
him transcendental gratificaficHi. It is this i 
to attend public meetings where he is not 
wanted, and there to make himself as dis- 
agreeable as possible. Thus, if a meeting 
be convened of the persons favourable to 
any particular opinions, object^ or institu- 
tion which the liberal disapproves, he for- 
gets, or pretends not to know, that only 
friends are invited to meet. So he attends 
too; and, shortly after the proceedings 
begin, he wishes to make a speech in direct 
^position to the views entertained by the 
bulk of the assembly. Of course he is not 
allowed. Thereupon, unless turned out as 
an interloper-— which he ought always to be, 
when he thus offends — - he contrives to 
gather about him a covey of birds of the 
same feather, and he vehemently incites 
ihem to cock-crowing, cat-calling, and the 
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utterance of an infinite series of impertinent 
ejaculations. 

We have sometimes been amused at the 
eraftiness with which the Uberal seeks to 
divert his friends^ the people, from the con- 
sideration of a real grievancej the redress of 
which would be very inconvenient to him* 
selt The most orthodox course of proceed* 
ing, in such a case, is to bring prominently 
forward a sham grievance — some fanciful 
bugbear— -which, if it be anything more than 
a pure myth, does not, at all events, affect 
his auditors, or their interests, any more 
than the small end of nothing. 

Thus, suppose a liberal roillocrat in the 
midst of an assembly of his own people-^ 
men, women, and children'— who are just 
beginning to feel that their living capital is 
made the prey of his dead capital; he per- 
xseives that they have a shrewd suspicion 
how things stand, but that they have not a 
■perfect appreciation of all the facts ; nor 
would he, for the world, that they should 
have-. But how is it to be prevented ? Why, 
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only by throw^ his friends (?) upon the 
wrong scent. So, instead of teUing them 
the plain truth, which wsould be to this 
effect: ^'If I were satisfied with thirty per 
cent profit, instead of fifty, and were.con* 
tent to lay by thcee thousand per annilni, 
and not five,, you might alwiiys have a leg of 
mutton for the i>ot,'^ he prefers addres^ong 
them in this way ; '^: You can nev^ be com- 
fortable vrithout an extensicm of the fran- 
<^se ;" or, ^' your miseries are the result of 
bad laws, which it is hppdesa to think of 
reforming so long as tiiose obstructi^fi^ tl» 
lords, exist ;" <», " your poverty is attrtbata- 
ble to the church and the bench of bishops ;** 
oF» ^* you must do away with Ihe;game4aw8, 
and kill all the game before you can hxve 
aiough bread to eat/' . I£ he can prepossess 
4Jie minds of his audience in favor of any id 
^bese nostrums* he accounts himself happy. 
The trick serves for the nonce, and pos^ 
pones the day of reckoning, so far as oon- 
^ems himself. 
The liberal not unfrequently dedaiou 
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nagaimt bribery and comtptioD, at.parliamen- 
imy elections. JBut, in this respect^ as in 
(inanj others^ a dose^-^Hxr indeed a xK>t very 
dose— ^observer will detect a eligbt discre- 
vpancy between bis sayings^ and doings ; in 
.dmrt^ so often baa this lamentable inconsist* 
^eaey fallen under our noticej tbat we are 
cdispOsedl to think.tfaat^ in nine oases. out of 
lftn> wben the liberal^explodes vrith virtuous 
^nv^gnation^ it ia because .the grapes are 
^^oiEE* And so (withalonl^ diffidence certainly) 
we venture the Assertion that. tte bberal, 
.generally speakings finds, bribei^. out of his 
reachy but olberwise veiy af^eeaUe^ 

Scone liberals j greedy after ikme, -and not 
^uite so chary as some of their brethren 
idKmt the cost of it, support a general pro«- 
-test against an unpopular knpost by their 
mdividual resistance; churc^-^Tates^ inpar* 
ticular, they are very apt to oppose in this 
ttianner. They neglect, postpone, refuse, 
iPesist the payment thereof so long, that the 
collector is, at length, obliged to put in an 
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execution. They stoically submit to the 
sale and removal of their goods— at least 
such part of them as may be required to 
satisfy the demand—and then, upon the 
strength of this sacrifice, they set up for 
martyrs at every public meeting they attend. 
Indeed, some liberals^ of a very high tone 
of feeling, have carried this kind of sentiment 
so far as actually, steadily and stubbornly 
to refuse the repayment of the overplus 
value of the goods, when a spicy article 
,has realized more than was required*. Very 
lately we heard of one individual who had a 
fine inahogany feeding-board confiscated, and 
sold for several pounds more than the sum 
due from him, after payment of all expenses^ 
and he would not receive the difference — ^not 
he ; he would not have any part in the pro- 
ceeds of plunder ; they might as well come 
and knock his house about his ears with a 
huge howitzer, ay, and take away every 
stick and stone about the place ; the oppres- 
sion would not be greater; he, at least, 
should not deem it so; and, therefore, if 
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they did all that^ he should not care, as he 
should be a more affecting victim of the 
thievish hierarchy. This is a dodge upon 
the model of our old hero, Pisistratus, who, 
as we have already seen, rushed into the 
Athenian haymarket, claiming democratic 
sympathy by the ostentatious display of self- 
inflicted injuries. 

As to the opinions which the liberal pro- 
pounds before large audiences, we have 
little to remark in this place, for they are 
mostly of the. staple, got up by the liberal 
newspaper-scribe, of whom we ^re about to 
jEipeak ; and, in treating of him, we shall be 
able to offer a few, samples of the fallacies 
and ridiculbus rigmarole employed by the 
Uberal orator, as they are cut and dried for 
him by his fraternal colleague, the scribe. 
. We need scarcely add, that dodges of 
every kind^ be they great or be they small; 
which any public speaker condescends to 
employ, are all well known, and turned to 
account, by the liberal orator. 
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CHAP. III. 

The Liberal Newspaper ^Scribe. 

KswSFAPER^-scRiBSS, of all polities^ resemble 
each other in one respect. They aH strive 
to please the party for whose pleasure they 
write; and, therefore^ the liberal scribe^ 
when he does the same, cannot, simply on 
that account, be considered as either repr^* 
hensible or remarkable. But we think h^ 
is reinarkable (1®^ alone reprehensible) for 
Xhemodm operandi which he adopts in carry- 
ing out his endeavours. 

In common with other "gendemen ofthe 
press," he makes frequent use of sophisms 
and fallacies of every kind, and of all sorts 
of logical andiUogicd, dialectical and rheto- 
rical tricks and subtleties ; and if he availed 
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himself of such like artifices with the same 
moderation as other scribes, he would, in 
•this particular also^ be as little culpable as 
they. But the fact is, you can find no pole^ 
mic writer, either in Grub-street, or.else^ 
where, who so barefacedly, so assidiously, 
80 everlastingly perseveres in trying to palm 
off upon bis readers, so great a multitude of 
the most transparently shallow pretences for 
arguments as your liberal newspaper^scribe^ 
No one^ so frequently as he, betakes him* 
self to the tricks of special pleading ; no 
one, so often as he, contemptuously disre* 
gards what is most excellent in that funny 
science ; for no one, so often as he, departs 
from the issue which he himself has rinsed, 
deserting one position for another as soon as 
he finds his last point untenable. 

But these are not his only peculiarities* 
There are others not less enviable : for iij- 
stance, the happy temerity with which he mis-> 
represents facts, denies facts, or invents facts, 
astheexigenciesofhiscasemaydemand* This 
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felicitous indifference about truth and fals^-^ 
hood gives him a wonderful advantage in 
the manufacture of brilliant, telling artides.« 
Facts are said to be stubborn things, and so 
they are, if you have to yield to them; but 
only make thenj yield to you, and there is 
nothing padre plasties nothing more pliable* 
The philosophy of the liberal scribe is pier* 
fectly conversant with this; and so he ^t« 
over many difficulties which soi*ely beset the 
rest of mankind. >r ' ^ 

< He derives benefit herefrom in two w4y8< 
First, suppose him treating a subject on. 
which he happens to be well informed; he 
finds some of the facts do not square with 
his hypothesis, which would be a great 
impediment in the path of most men; but 
it stands not the least iii his way, for he at 
once, with the utmost *a«|gf/rofflf, moulds the 
circumstances to suit his theory. SeconaUif, 
suppose him engaged on some matter, re- 
specting which he knows nothing; another 
nian would, in such a case, be quite at sea ; 
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not soyhowerer^thefiberal sccibe; for^haTing 
the felicitous knack of .misrepresenting fskcts, 
ovhen lie knows exactly how they are, he 
does not scniqple to represent them anyhow, 
when he knoiws nothing at all about them« 
He can Ifaus write, currenie calamo, upon 
tradie, cdinmerce, and manufactures^ though 
unable to tell the meaning of a jenny , a throstIe> 
at a mule, or even the difference between 
Castile soap and cast-steel. This is admira* 
hie. It smacks famously of the erimenfcdsi^ 
and is nearly as good as uttering base coin. 
Consistently with the generalattributes of 
:&e liberal character, the liberal newsp^pe^ 
sciibe, though not quite answering the 
description of \^ Semap ^^ in the virell-known 
treatise, " de ariepoeiica^" may be regarded 
as tiie counterpart of that cooitented per- 
sonage; for, though he seldom (if ever) 
praises the days that are gone, like Horace's 
old man— the laudator iemporis acta — ^yet 
he is quite as little enamoured of the pre- 
sent; only with this difference, he looks 
R 
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forward instead of backward, and may be 
styled the laudator temporis agenda or the 
old woman. WelU what then? Has he 
not a perfect right thus to demean hun* 
self an he will? What harm? Why no 
harm in the world, an it be done within 
bounds. But it is not For as the liberal 
is, in all things, wont to go the extreme 
animal, so, when he appears in the character 
of a newspaper-scribe, he proceeds the most 
extravagant lengths, in his invidious com- 
parisons, between things as they are, and 
things as, he says, they ought to be. Every- 
thing is wrong, everything might be right ; 
everything is corrupt and rotten, everything 
^ might be pure and sound: such are die 
sweeping propositions which be ventures 
to lay down. Ay, and that too, with all 
imaginable* confidence, thinking his readers 
will believe them ; and he judges rightly, 
for his readers are generally of a class, 
whose passions guide them more than their 
reason. To such people nothing seems 
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lab^urd, nothing preposterous, nothing ex- 
aggerated, provided only it be flattering to 
their instincts and their prejudices. On the 
contrary, the most turgid, bombastic and in- 
Bated declamation, if on the "right side," 
is infinitely preferred to sound and sober 
argument. The liberal scribe is quite aware 
of the fact, and he does not fail to write 
accordingly. But what is the result ? His 
readers are always fretful, peevish, and 
unhappy. They are weary of to-day- 
anxious for to-morrow» The present is all- 
gloomy ; the future all-radiant. Theire's 
a good time coming, but it never comes — 
nor ever will come till the Greek calends, 
Hopes are being always excited which are 
never reahzed ; never can be realized ; be- 
cause absolute impossibilities are proi^ised. 
But what matter ? If men are so fond of 
building castles in the .air, that they will 
pay a newspaper* scribe for helping them, 
why should not he, as well as more useful 
architects, get a living thereby? Surely it 
r2 
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would be chary morality indeed, to refndu 
from gulling a man^ if you can get wellifeed 
by him for doing it; so diinks the liberal 
scribe, while lie tells hishalfHriiarred patxon^ 
that they wiU have a belly-^full, and no^ead 
of other good things, if they will continue to 
support his paper, trust to his generalsbip, 
and i/tfis get a few more legislatiye reforms* 
This sort of practice, on the .part of the 
liberal scribe, is vei7 geaerotis, Tery humane, 
very benevolent— towards himself— ^d it 
mighty perhaps, increase the sum of buman 
happiness generally, provided the whple woild 
were liberal newspaper*scribes ; but, inas- 
much as the fact is otherwise, there may be 
some question, considering the numbers who 
are thus continually kept on the tenter- 
hook3 of disappointed expectation, whether 
the result is not rather to diminish the grand 
total of mundane {eSicity. At all events, 
there is so much doubt upon the point, that 
we earnestly recommend conscientious Uberal 
scribes (if any such there be) to ponder the 
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subject carefiiUy^ and to consider what 
course will best haimonize with the dictates 
of genuine philatitbropy* 

It was Iwt jUst now that we thought of 
I^Qsenting a tkw instances in illustration of 
the last-mentioned peculiarity of the liberal 
tew8paper-*smbe^ But the, examples are 
so numerous, that we feel pei*plexed in 
Biaidi^ a selection ; while, at the same time, 
weiesperience an inward'conciciousness that, 
ftfter all, we shall be undertaking a work of 
aapererogation« It is only necessary for ai^y 
o«ie to review the history of the last twenty 
years, for him to find illustrations without 
wd. Let him begin with the Roman 
Catholic Relief Bill of 18^. Manifold were 
the pronused blessings that were thence to 
flow> especially as regarded the quietude 
and peace of Ireland, But how many of 
them have been realized? How many do 
we say ? Have any ? Then there was the 
glorious Reform BiU of 1832, which was to 
1^ the panacea for all poUtical maladiesi yet 
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the liberal himself^ now says, that the repre* 
Sentation of the country, at this moment, 
is more unequal, more unfair, more corrupt 
than ever. The reformed House of Com- 
mons is a slower coach, on the great high- 
way of liberalism, than was the House 
imreformed. We have since got the repeal 
of the corn-laws, and a large measure of free- 
trade, which should have proved, accord- 
ing to the liberal ipse dixits, the grandest 
boon, to the commerce of this country, 
that ever was known since Manchester 
manufactured calicoes, or Birmingham bur- 
nished hardware. But what is the fact?. 
Just this: although the exports, during the 
two or three years immediately preceding 
this great commercial revolution had never 
been exceeded, but had gradually heert 
increasing, almost year by year, up to that 
critical moment, yet they have since been 
decreasing in a most unusual ratio, not- 
withstanding very large importations of com. 
That the exports will again increase we have 
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no doubt; and equally as little, that they 
would have increased if the corn-laws had 
not been repealed. These are great mea- 
sures : there are others of minor importance 
which we need not cite, for they are all alike 
in their beginnings and endings. They were 
all ushered in by the liberal scribes, with 
pompous praises and magniloquent vatici- 
nations of the glorious things about to be 
done ; but they all turned out failures, one 
aftei' another ; it was the ridiculous mouse 
over and over again ; still the liberal penny- 
a-liner pleasantly prattles and pockets his 
pay. Talking of the repeal of the corn- 
laws, we remember, when that question was 
on the tapis, the liberal newspaper-scribes 
displayed, in a marvellous manner, their 
talent for playing fast and loose, and blowing 
hot and cold with dexterous simultaneity. 
E. G. they laid down the broad proposi- 
tion that the repeal of the com-lawe would 
nudce bread cheap. Whereupon the pro** 
tectionists observed-— 'C^op bread means 
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low wages. Yes^ replied the liberal scribes, 
so it does; and it is because we want to 
introduce low wages so as.to conpete with 
the foreigner, that we advocate llie measure; 
At this avowal itiany of iSie free-trade 
mechanics becameitlarmed|/ for they wished 
to have cheap bread, but not low wag^ 
The liberal scribes greatly dreaded losing 
liie support of the lower /class of handff 
craftsmen, so they rejoined: that cheap breM 
did not mean lom wages, for the rate of 
wages did not in any way depend on the 
price of food. They thus hoped to restore 
eonfidenbe and good'-will among their .wa* 
vering supporters ; and, in order the betted 
tO' effect this, they furthermore recorded 
their conviction, thtit the repeal of the 6frib> 
hjKWs would not make breddvAeap. ..No; it 
wo^d only equalize the pirice-^that w»9 aU^ 
[A. country having . barely twenty-eight mUr 
Sons of inhaUtants, in average seasons 
growing nearly sufficient com for ita necear 
sities, and imp(»?ting only just enoughs !• 
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make up for the deficiencies in its own 
crops, was to equalize the price in all the 
tuitions . of a world with above a thousand 
inilli(HiB of mouths to SIHJ A fine idea 
truly, but it did well enough to remove the 
ugly bugbear that stood in the way of the 
and-mcHiopdists. 

In the same curioira fashion did the liberal 
scribes eat up their own words wlien trying 
to'get oi^r theobjection, that with a free 
^pade in com, there woidd. be a glut in 
seasons of plenty, and empty granaries in 
seasons of dearth. There will never be a 
^t, said the free-trade advocates ; for de- 
mand will regulate supply. And then they 
added^ almost unajlatu, there will never be 
ascanrcit^, for we shall always import more 
fiian we shaH have an nnmediate demand 
for^ and shall waorehouse a topply for two or 
thf ee years in advance. In Hke manner our 
iiberal friend. Napoleon Bonaparte, 6&en 
toldh^mcn thc^ewasno such word as mnr 
p^mbie in the French lingo, yet if any one 
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urged a request that he did not like to grants 
be very commonly said it was quite impoi-^ 
sible. If a poor woman prayed him (as 
many did) to discharge from military service 
her only son^ his reply was, ^^ Madam, you 
don't know what you are asking for ; it is im' 
possible to release your son from his duty." 
If another begged that her husband might 
be stationed in his own neighbourhood, so 
as to be near the family from whom he had 
beeti torn by the tyrannical conscription — 
the answer was, ^^ It can't be, it is impossi- 
ble t your husband must go with his regiment." 
* But we must not forsake the newspaper- 
scribe* Possessed of enlarged ideas^ and 
taking a comprehensive view of all things, 
he affects not to see, or can't see, grades and 
degrees ; or the differences between much 
and little, great and small, the whole and 
n part. And he finds his unconcern about 
such little trifles, very convenient when he 
must beg the question before he can make a 
show of argument. Here is an example. 
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tt Occurs in one of his articles in favour 
of the Jew Bill of 1848. He says trium- 
]phaQtly^ as if he had thereby shut up all 
opposers, "You. allow the Jew to elect 
members of parliament, why not let him be 
eligible? If you concede the first privilege^ 
why refuse him the second?" To the same 
effeidt is Mr. M'Gorman's oration against 
the Irish Arm's Act. " If," quoth . he " you 
let us have sprigs of shilelagh, why forbid us 
the use of guns? Surely^ if we may have 
the (one, we may have the other. For if 
'we were evil-disposed we might break your 
heads with the first, as well as blow out 
yoiir brains with the last* Let us have both, 
or neither; you are inconsistent if you 
•only let us have either." Olhier specimens 
of the same sort — usque ad nauseam'^ 
-might be laid before the reader if needful. 
.They are as plenty as blackberries, being 
amongst the staple of liberal argumentation. 
Akin to the foregoing, is another tricky 
dialectical artifice, to which the. liberal often 
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resorts, when acting on the principle <^ 
much would have more. Thus: — "It is 
too late to contend agunst so and 80» for 
so and so has already heen solemnly recog- 
nised by the supreme legislature *'-*wlMdi 
formula, nOt unfireqttently goes as much and 
as little to the point as it would in the fol^ 
lowing case. It ia too late to contend 
against giving your' whole fortune t<^ diat 
begg&P) because you have solemnly recoge 
nised his right to your money by yiddi^ 
him sixpence^ Or thia^t is too kte to 
contend against having your throat cut; for 
by having allowed the lancet to be applied 
to your arm, jrou have solemnly recognised 
the principle of blood-letting. 

Yes so it id. For the Uberal aewspaiier- 
scribe woi'ships principlesy and would not 
give twopence for any principle that can- 
not bear carrying out to the fiirthest extent. 

We could say much more on diia in- 
teresting Subject, but we think the least said 
is soonest mended; and we have to be 
reviewed— perhaps by a liberal scribe. 
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CHAP. IV, 

The Liberal as an Author: 

The same individual is not unfrequently botft 
a liberal newspaper-scribe, and a liberal 
author in other walks of literature. But 
whether he be writing for his diurnal or 
hebdomadal sheets or for the occasional 
tome whichj at more distant intervals, he 
ostentatiously promulges for the edification 
of his compatriots, he never loses sight of 
his liberalism. On the contrary, the most 
lively, trifling, and frothy little nothingnesses 
that he weaves for a souvenir or scrap-book, 
are made to subserve the interests of demo*** 
cracy, no less than the ponderous and 
laboured double-leaded monstrosities which 
he gives to the world under the name of 
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leading-articles. And, as in his journal he 
collects all the tittle-tattle which tends to 
the disparagement of illustrious and reverend 
individuals, often accompanying the same 
with indignant comments of long-winded 
verbosity: so, in his works of fiction, does 
he aim unceasing blows at the throne, the 
peerage, and the church, by means of the 
disgusting abortions of his own imagination. 
Such was the favorite manoeuvre of our 
old acquaintance Camille Desmoulins, the 
Aristophanes of the first French republic. 
And approved as the practice then was, it 
has since been much more extensively 
adopted. So that ^' EmiUcy ou F Innocence 
venge6y^ has been the precursor, if not the 
progenitor^ of countless other fictions having 
a similar tendency, and of some few boasting 
equal ability. The work was a drama, and 
the subject— which we mention for the 
sake of those who are not familiar with 
Emilie— was the seduction of a young girl 
by the seigneur of the village— C/ii sujei 
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which the not illiberal Duchess D'Abrantes 
observes *Ur^s use aujourd' huiy^ was then 
new " et tres-bon d exploiter pour les perse^ 
cuteurs de tout ce qui etait noble, riche et au 
dessus de la fouled But it was hardly good 
enough in the opinion of Robespierre, who 
would have had it done a little stronger. 
For he wanted it to hit the church as 
well as the lords, and accordingly told the 
author " qu 'il auraitdH presenter le cure du 
village comme aidant & la seduction d'Emilie, 
et non pas le laissess dans, une ombre qui 
Jaisait presumer, qii il Stait au contraire son 
appui.'' Very good, ad vice too; as Tallien 
declared at the time> and as divers liberal 
authors have, at subsequent periods^ since 
acknowledged by acting upon.it with great 
luuformity. 

The liberal author is often a very great 
favorite with pjwoxxoi. For, politics apart, 
he owns one important qualification for a 
popular writer — a knowledge of the world. 
He knows the ^eak side of human nature, 
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He knows the depcaved taste of the Hiass of 
mankind; he knows how many there i^e who 
revel in tales of vice and profligacy, of 
blasphemy and blood; he knows the delight 
experienced by the base and the demo* 
rahzed, the grovelling and the mean, whexk 
they hear the voice of detraction busy widi 
the characters of the great, die noble, the 
virtuous, and the good; he also knows that 
it is only necessary to pander to such ta^es 
and feelings to fescinate shoals of sinners. 
And he has the moral courage to act 
accordingly. 

In this respect — as in some others — ^he it 
perfectly consistent, whether you weguA 
him as a weaver of novels, or of political 
ro^montade. He desires in both cha- 
racters to loosen the purse-strings of his 
readers. And provided he can toudi their 
tin, be scruples not to bamboozle their hopes 
by his political prophecies, or to debauch 
their minds by his flagitious fictions. In 
either case, he does an equivocal action; 
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tmt he gets pTdid t6t it, whteh is enbugh lor 

A^m, you ^11 generally find the Kberal 
au^r hi^ a peeilliar sympathy with ci^tni- 
nals. And often WiU he spin a three-volutne 
iiovel metely for the purposie cf showing 
that a savage mtirderer'^though he does 
not call him so*^and diabolical villains of 
other kinds, ought not to suffer the punish- 
ment which the law wisely awards to their 
5fiences. Indeed you would sdinietimes 
be disposed to think he looked upon miirder, 
arson, robbery, rape, and other grave crihf^s 
as things to be encouraged and applauded, 
80 manfully does be inveigh against the 
pains iand penalties to which they Jsetfei^ally 
subject' their perpet^fif 6rs. Capital p^s^h- 
ment he calls judicial murder; transporta- 
tion, according to him, is expensive, de- 
moralizing, and destructive to patridtic 
feelings; imprisonment is injurious to the 
health of the criminal, if long continued, 
besides being a heavy tax on county rates; 
s 
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solitary confinement is inhumany bringing 00 
insanity, and thus destroying the noblest, gift 
of God to man; the treadmill is barbarous, 
because it torments the criminal who has a 
chest complaint; and whipping is degrading, 
because corporeal punishment is beneath 
the dignity of human nature. In short, 
name any punishment you will for any 
offence, and he is prepared with half- 
a-dozen objections to it, before you can 
back up your suggestion with one recom- 
mendation. And no wonder; for he is per- 
petually exercising his ingenuity on these 
questions, in the laboured pages of his 
pseudo-philosophical romances. 

Xt would, we admit, be very delightful to 
do away with pui^shments of every kind, 
if human nature were in the happy condi- 
tion supposed by the liberal optimists; but 
in the me^time, we hope we shall be exr 
cu^ej, if we venture to express an opinion 
that we can't yet live without having some 
kind of prescribed castigation for convicted 
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malefactors. Such an opinion^ we are aware, 
is likely to give umbrage to some theore- 
tical philanthropists; but, we have no doubt, 
they will some time or other agree with us. 
It is (ill very well for them to take the part 
of thievish renard, so long as he keeps at a 
distance from them; but only let him visit 
their hen-roost> and they will no longer pro- 
nounce him a harmless animal, and his 
depredations a mere nihility; they will 
quickly transfer their sympathies from the 
marauding fox to the helpless chickens; and, 
(after the manner of Beccaria, who while 
preparing a second edition of his work 
against capital punishments, strained every 
perve to hang his servant for stealing a 
watch,) they will vociferously cry out for the 
complete extermination of the culprit. 

Other special peculiarities innumerable, as 
displayed by the liberal author in his works, 
might be here pointed out, did our space 
permit. But it does not. Therefore we 
must observe succinctly, in conclusion. 
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that no sooner does he conceive a crotchet 
for what he calls a reform, ^her sdciii or 
political, than he forthwith endeavouib t^ 
durust it into the heads, or down the throats 
of tibe less discerning part of mankind. If 
he opines there are data to stqpport his 
maggots, he displays them in an orderly-Hke, 
qnasi argumentative form* without afty sort of 
disguise; if, however, the data seem imsatis- 
fiictory, or insuffident, l^en he does not go 
straight to the point, but pens a romance, in 
which the ^etkious facts are miade to isear 
m favourof the desired conclusbn, iirhicfa is 
arrived at by a speoes til imder-current, or 
by-play. The ideas rfius . promulg^ are 
manifold, but, in the mq ority of instances, 
they seem to be suggested by two well 
known quotations, viz.-^ 

« Quicquid delirant reges plectuntur Achivi." 

<<Ahi Costantin, di quanto mal fu matre, 
Non la tua conversion, ma quella dote 
Che da te prese il prime ricco patre !** 
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CHAP. V. 

T%e Liberal in Religion* 

In the present chapter ve might treat of 
three distinct characters: to wit, the liberal 
in religiiHiy the religious. Kberal, and the 
libendwhois rel%ious« But we i^all. con^ 
sider only the two former. With tbe latter 
it is not our intention to interfere: we shall 
merely confess to a belief m his existenoe* 

Here at the outset, some of our readers 
may feel indined to protest against what, at 
first sight, may appear to them a very 
needless dififoibution of distinctions witiiout 
diflferences. But we submit that, however 
culpable we may seem at the first blush, 
we are nevertheless fiilly justified in adopt- 
ing this classification. Eor closely as the 
terms approximate in sound,there is a decided 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



246 THE LIBERAL IN RELIGION* 

difference between ** the liberal in religion '* 
and '^ the religious liberal, '* and a still wider 
difference between each of these, and '^ the 
liberal who is religious." A very few words 
of explanation will show, that the^three 
definitions respectively describe three fairly 
distinguishable separate entities. 

The first is a liberal who, while he may, o^ 
inay not, make a profession of religion him- 
self, imports into all religious questions the 
general principles which are the fundament 
tals of liberalism in the abstract. 

The second is a liberal who does make a 
profession of personal religion, which, how« 
ever, he allows to be affected and modified, 
to a considerable extent, by those general 
principles of which we have just spoken. 

The third is a liberal who is religious^ 
and, so fai^ as respects that part of his cha-^ 
racter, does not differ materially from othef 
religious men who are not liberals. He may 
be considered as . 

** Rara avis in tenis nigroque simillima cygno.** 
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Yet we acknowledge^ most explicitly^ that 
we have met with him sometimes^ albeit we 
Cannot remember when we last saw a black 
swan. We 6tate this emphatically^ that we 
may not be supposed to deny the existence 
of the liberal who is religious: though at the 
same time we think some excuse might be 
made for u^, even if we did ; for he appears to 
us to be an amalgam of two natures, metaphy- 
sically speaking, almost as distinct as those 
which were formerly thought to be physically 
combined in the man-horses called Centaurs^ 
His character as a social and political liberal, 
has already been portrayed in former por- 
tions of this work; and as he is not a liberal 
within the scope of the current pages, h^ 
has no more business here than Alexander 
the Greats or the Grand Mongul, or the 
Autocrat of all the Russias. Therefore 
requiescat in pace. 

And now for the other animals. 

WeD, then, in the first place, both the 
reSgious liberal and the liberal in religion 
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manifest the same qopteippt for antiquity, 
the same abhcarpence of old-fasbipn^ notiQn$» 
with respeQt to things s^(;.^i, a§ they do. in^ 
r^ard to things pi^fi«le^ I» theit opmioi^ 
(which, be it observedj i* the, direct (qptposite 
of that which they hold wh0n dealilig wi^ 
the so-called truths, of p<Jiti(^ or politiisal 
economy) religtous; tn^ is: not ,i||iiimta|)I^ 
not? eternal*, not neaessarilj anything, huft 
varilible, temporary, qpnttege^nt;; spmetite^ft 
one tbicgj sometjme^^ anotfier, according tQ 
circum^ncesit. It vm^ accommodate itp^lS 
to tb#: tasfefii the habUl^ th^ m^nnftr^,. thq 
feelings. q£ the time being*, or it, is .a,ve0 
worthless and absurd Ipnd of religicvus tru^^ 
$.0 far the twp coincide.^ But whQe *'thl^ 
r^ligipu^Uberal'' i^el^s to iaak.e the Book, of 
BijQvejation accord with hi^ Qwi^npti^s, a^^^ 
inM^ effort, not unfreqjtently distcnrt^j p^r^ 
verts, and tortures the obvious m^^nij^g^ q{ 
the Sacred Volume in the most irri|t?PP^ 
manner; t^^/^ liberal in religion" gp^ a 
sft^Ij farther,, boldly dispenpciS; wifji the 
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Inspired Record altogether, and reb'es on his 

ima|d6d reason for working out a system of 

rdigious truth. He thus metamorphoses 

Christianity into something which has no 

more vesetal^lance to the genuine faith than 

has Molu^maaedanism or Buddbiam. Thi$ 

was pax^ticiiltgrly evident in the case of some 

of t|ie liberals of the ^rst French revolution. 

We stpesk not here of the idiotic, hideous 

bla^phem^ of Robespierre, Catharine^ Theos, 

and Doak Gerle, but of those who wjsbed to 

<* mteUectnalifse " Cbiistiainty—- 'thp^e. who 

desired to transform it^into a mpral codei 

** which, gradually stripped, of holy fiistions, 

wQuld allow the l^uman understanding to 

glide insensibly inta a symboUcdeism, whose 

temple should be flesh*; atod whose Christ 

ahould be hardly more than Plato rendered 

a; Dkinity.*' In our own country, at the 

prcisent day, there are divers lots, of liberals 

in religion, whose views are very similar ; 

but we heed not particulariy m^ion them, 

as;the above wil Bufficefor the purposeof 

illiistEatbn. 
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The religious liberal, and the liberal irt 
religion^ alike profess to regard religious 
bigotry with the most intense disgusts Yet> 
strange as it may seem, they are both of 
them bigots in their own way : the one, in 
his adherence to rational religion, as he 
terms it^ the other, in his advocacy of some 
newly-discovered theory of Christian truths 
which tieither the piety noir the wisdom of 
past generations ever dreamt of, but which 
his deep-thinking friend and minister, the 
Reverend (?) Jeremiah Snooks, lately pro- 
pounded to the congregation. 
^ It is well remarked by a distinguished 
essayist — '^The doctrine which, from the 
very first origin of religious dissensions, has 
been held by all bigots of all sects, when 
condensed into a few words, and stripped of 
rhetorical disguise, is simply this : I am in 
the right, and you are in the wrong. When 
you are stronger you ought to tolerate me ; 
for it is your duty to tolerate truth* But 
when I am the stronger I shall persecute 
you ; for it is my duty to persecute error." 
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We used to think no xnaii, whether he were 
a bigot or not^ unless he were very bigoted 
indeed^ would take exception to this passage 
of Macaulay i yet> on a recent occasion^ 
when we brought it under the consideration 
of a liberal friend of ours^ we were told that 
it was far from being generally correct — that 
is to say (as we presume), it might be correct 
with regard to churchmen^ but it eould not 
possibly apply to dissenters; or^ at all 
events^ not to dissenters like our friend* 
Really such an absurd recoiling from the 
bare chance of the imputation of bigotry^ 
tsuch studious care to show that the cap 
won't fit, would be ridiculous, were it not 
deplorable. 

The same frieiid, we may also remark^ 
seriously believes that the millennium com^ 
menced when the first foreign missionary 
was sent Sibroad by those humble-minded 
sectarians, the independents. Of course it 
is no use to reply that there were Christian 
missionaries of unwearied zeal and fervent 
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piety, long before, the independents vere 
born or thought of; for when Kberak con* 
ceive crotchets of this sart^tbey defend th^m, 
thrcHigh thick aadthjo^ with iQOst eictraordi- 
nary pertinacity. Deaf to att argument in 
8U[qpori; of a d^]::ent yuw, they dogmatize 
aft^ a fiushion, at once so absoUite and so 
offimsiye^ that the late Rowland HiU often 
felt constrained to say> with respect ta such 
indiidduals, ** They have eyeiy ope of theni 
swaUawed a pope, and if diey could be 
opened, *wpuld be found to have him s^ 
mthin them;" 

Next, belt (As^ved, the liberals, under 
review, have an invindble disHke to the idea 
of a church militant. They have no notion 
of battling for religion. They deem it anti- 
chrbtiaa to contend for the £sdth. M«a 
loay be the servanU of God, but on no 
account his soldiers. Nay, die '* liberal in 
religion " seems to think it optional, with 
each individual, whether he should be the 
servant of God or not. Hk notions of duty 
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make him kind to himself (at all times)^ «asy 
i^ith Ms neighbour (sometimes)^ and in- 
d^rent towards God (abriE^ys). With him 
the cr^ture is ffrsl, the Creator last. Hence 
it happens^ that be is giSevously offended 
when lie bears the expressions, '^nuracidous 
deliverance/' '* providential escape/' ahd the 
Hfce* The fact of a paiNicular Providence 
superihtffliding small events as well as g^eat» 
seems, to his sceptical jadgment, soimpro^ 
bable, so apparently fabulous, that he re- 
gards it as a pure myth. In vain do you 
remind him of the many attestations to this 
doctrine to be met with in the ojracles of 
truth. It is contrary to his notions of reason; 
that decides him; for, argues he, if it is 
unreasonable it is untrue. 
, Of course, both tl^ liberal in religion and 
tibe religious liberal object to the paym^it of 
tithes* But (although they don't see it) 
theymight, surely, just as well object to theit 
forefathers not having left them better land 
than they did; for instance — ^land worth 
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£100 per acre, instead of £40. Moreover, 
very few liberals pay great tithes at all — 
vrhich are the great grievance — so that their 
complaints^ considering their principles^ are 
rather to be wondered at, 

A very faTOurite dodge with the religious 
liberal, when he is going to attack the church, 
is to begin by professing the utmost attach- 
ment to it, and the deepest veneration for 
everything good connected therewith. He 
then fires away, now at one thing, now at 
another; and this he keeps up so perse- 
veringly, and to such an extent, that, except 
you think the attached friends of the esta- 
blishment best evince their veneration by 
multiplied kicks and cuffs, you would inevit^ 
ably come to the conclusion^ that there was 
hardly anything good about it; unless, 
indeed, you ventured to infer, as well you 
might, that insincerity was not one of the 
least striking features in the Uberal cha- 
racter. 

In a former chapter we have spoken of 
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the books wbich the liberal author loves ta 
indite ; and we there mentioned that he waa 
very prone to record— and not seldom even 
to &bricate — divers matters to the.disparage- 
ment of the clergy. We may here observe, 
that the religious liberal (asalso^ and per- 
haps more especially, the liberal in religion), 
when he meets with a fiction of this lind, 
enjoys a spasm of extraordinary pleasure, 
and applauds immoderately ; but if he meets 
with a work^ whose tendency is to make 
manifest the usefulness of the Established 
Churchy and to place it in advantageous 
contrast with any class of sectarians, then, 
although " strongly atts^ched to the Church," 
he forthwith exclaims, what a pity to dispa-^ 
jrage honest, conscientious dissent by means 
such as this ! It is in very bad taste ; nay, it 
is ill-judged and impolitic ; for we should 
recollect that such arms may be turned 
against us. Profoundly considerate and 
thoughtful man! how canyon be so oblivious, 
as to forget what has happened over and 
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6^eT ftgaln 7 How can you be igAcii^Mh; of 
the fftct, patent to ev^ eye hat yonr$^ l^«t 
these are the weapons whidi ha;^ sfarea^ 
been used, many a iitaie and dft^ against^ ; 
md wUefa, aiPter much forbearance, «#e at 
length turned agakidt an old impiat^bfe 
aggressor t Consummate/ yet bhad, nnist 
be tlie impudence which attempts to impose 
on men of common sense, by such manifbst 
and evident hjrpocnsy i 

There can be no mistake as. to whidi side 
enlists the sympathies of the liberal* Any 
one may isee tbe worth of an attachment 
which can co-exist with i^uch a decided pen^ 
chant for the enepiy* But we could affinvl 
to smile at this dishottesQr of the libend in 
religion^— we could aSbtd to pass it over as 
a natural and consiGlteht trait of a character, 
whicb^ taken si\ in all, is but a mass of 
disingenuousness and trickery ; yes, we could 
afford to contemplate it without annoyande 
or surprise, were it not too often combined 
with hostile feelings totvards'religianf as well 
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is^enmity against the church. Nay, we are 
much mistaken if hatred of religion doea^ 
not, in many caaed, excite the liberal to 
attack the diurch^; because the church is a. 
main instrument for ' inreserving tangible^ 
fixed^ distinct, intelligible, and* correct 
notions of Christian doctrine and Christian 
duty, as opposed to the doudy mysticisms^ 
the vague generalities, and the lawless^ 
license of free-thinking rationaUsm. We 
may be wrong. We hope we are. But we 
fear there is: only too much probability ^ of 
<mr being right, when we view the effects of 
liberalism in religion. Whether we regard 
the philosophic Socinians — those men of 
morieiLlity, who reject the greatest truth of 
Christianity ; or whether we turn our eye^ 
to the Mormon priests of immorality, who, 
aduiowledging the main truths of Christi- 
anity, engraft thereon a mass of impious 
absurdities; or whether we look at the 
disciples of Robert Owen, who change the 
names of virtue and vice, putting bitter for 

T 
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sweet and sweet for bitter; or whether we 
glance at the proceedings of the most ardent 
liberals of the present French republic, who, 
in their potations, combine, with audacious 
blasphemy, the sacred name of Christ with 
those of Julian, the apostate; Catiline, the 
conspirator ; Rousseau, and Robespierre ; 
we cannot doubt but that, in numberless 
cases, a fiendish hatred of Christianity 
impels the blows that are aimed against the 
church. 

Let the liberal ponder this ; it may be of ^ 
more moment to him than the humiliation of 
a monarch, the fall of a dynasty, the over- 
throw of a church, or even the vindication 
of the political rights of hi9 friencU — ^* the 
peopleT .'■.•; 
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CHAP. VI. 

Conclusion. 

To have exhibited the liberal under other 
aspects would have been an easy task to us, 
but, to the reader, it might have been weari* 
some, if not disgusting. Therefore, believing 
we have done sufficient to place the subject 
in a clear and unmistakable point of view, 
we shall not further try the patience of the 
diligent student by any more detailed re^ 
marks, but will terminate his and our labours 
with a few general observations. 

In what we have said throughout aU the 
foregoing chapters, we appear to ourselves 
to have been singularly truthful ; and as it 
has been our endeavour not to exaggerate, 
so, we think, considering the temptations to 
T g 
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which we have been exposed, that we have 
been curiously sparing of the hyperbolical. 
We put it to the good sense and candour of 
all our readers — ^be they tory, whig, or radi* 
cal, to decide whether our frugality, in this 
respect, has not been exemplary to a T. 
We do so with the utmost confidence ; and, 
boldly anticipating a favorable verdict, we 
veaiture to ask, whether we are not fijdly 
home out by the facts, in all our strictures 
on the liberal character. , 

Were we disposed to beisevere^ we should 
not, perhiips^ greatly err, if we declared it as 
pur opinion that liberalism is a magnificent 
sham, a monstrous humbug, the most bare- 
faced impudent phase of hypocrisy extant ; 
that it Taises a violent presumption, by no 
means flattering to the wisdom or the hpnesty 
of its professors ; and this, because it leads 
inevitably to the conclusion, that they must 
either be fools, not discerning its true nature, 
or else be rank deceivers pompously parad- 
ing a feigned regard for others, while they 
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make veritable idols of themselves* But, 
being kindly disposed (as we premised at the 
beginning)^ we shrink from putting even our 
opponents on the horns of so disagreeable a 
dilemma. Therefore^ in what remains for 
us to predicate concerning them^ we shall 
continue to manifest the utmost forbearance 
consistent with veracity. 

Now, we are free to admit that liberalism 
may sometimes have a legitimate, and even 
a praiseworthy origin, though it can never 
flourish luxuriantly, but where its seeds are 
sown in a congenial soil. It has, we conceive, 
a legitimate ori^ where a man, having 
been often thrown in the way of tories of the 
old school, is thus (or otherwise) led fre* 
quently to observe their proneness to inac- 
tivity, and considers that they are, in the 
political world, too much like the merchants 
of Genoa in the commercial world ; which 
latter, by universal consent, are reckoned 
very slow coaches, taking thirty days' grace 
before they pay their bills of exchange. In 
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such an instance we believe it possible tbaf 
liberalism may spring from laudable motives $ 
for we opine^ that a man of sanguine tem-^ 
perament^ without entertaining any sinieter 
views^ may, bon& fide, suppose that the inert- 
ness of one class ought to be stirred up by 
the restless activity of another. Indeed we 
should be loth to affirm that such an opinion 
is wrong; on the contrary, as an abstract 
proposition, we say it is right If some are 
too slow, and some are too fast, ycMi get a 
mean by their combination. We, therefore, 
confess that a little moderate liberalism, so 
far from being an evil, is a positive good* 
It is leaven to be sure, but a little leaven is 
sometimes needed, and may work well. It is 
only when there is too much of it that it is 
prejudicial. It is otily when it exists in 
excess that it does harm, and then, most 
assuredly, it does, for it causes much biiter" 
ness and unwholesome fermentatidn*. 

It may abound to excess in two different 
lirays*. It may be excessive when it affects 
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the minds of a whole people, though it does 
not affect any individual to a furious extent. 
It may also be excessive when it affects 
only a portion of the whole people, but 
rages madly where it gains any ground* 
This, as we have remarked, it can only do 
where its seeds fall upon a congenial soil; 
that is, where its principles are instilled 
into minds naturally disposed thereto, apart 
from all incentives derived from the contem- 
plation of tory-tardiness* It then gives 
birth to a Pisistratus, a Dionysius, or a 
Caesar; a Cromwell, a Danton, or a Robes- 
pierre. It erects a despotism at Athens, a 
tyranny at Syracuse, an empire at Rome; 
it pulls down a lawful king to set up a 
usurper in England; it devastates France 
with pillage and with massacre; it over* 
throws peaceable and defined authority, to 
substitute a military and irresponsible domi- 
nation. It produces anarchy $ and it wades 
through seas of blood to restore order. It 
spurns the restraint of laws, human and 
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diyine) though it submits to the bondage of 
unruly wills and impetuous passions. It 
makes idols of reason, Hberty, patriotisxb, 
and similar abstracticms^ whilst it refoelliously 
.withholds the worship and homage which 
are due to the Giver of all good ; and it Bven 
venerates the sovereignty of a godless mul- 
titude, whilst it denies the Divine supremacy, 
by the most impious adts of blasphemous 
abnegation. • 

We feel no sort of doubt that many of 
those who glory in the name of liberal,' will 
indignantly exclaim, that such things are not 
among the achievements of liberalism, or, at 
any. rate, not of such fiberalism as theirs. 
No, indeed, their liberalism (they assert) is 
very different ; and we are persuaded liiey 
may utter the assertion with much sincerity. 
Nevertheless, we respectfully submit, wilfh 
all due deference, that they are in en*or. 
Their liberalism may be different, but how 
different? Not different in kind, but only 
in degree; the principle is the same : and by 
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this they ought to be judged ; for where is 
the liberal who will jgive you a fig for a prih- 
cvp\e that cannot bear carrying out to its 
foUest extent? If we were dealing with 
other meUt we might allow that a difierence 
in degree was a very important difference, 
but with them it is^ uniformly, very unim* 
y ppttant ; then why should this be the sole 
exception? The curtailing]of political rights, 
as regards the higher classes, and the exten- 
sion of them, as regards the lower ; such is 
their main principle of action ; carry it fairly^ 
out to its fullest extent, and yoU will have 
red republics all round the world. 

But, it may be asked^ how is this fearful 
consequence to be avoided? Would you not 
X>ermit the lower orders to have any political 
rights? And would you not allow such 
rights tto be advocated? Oyes, by all means, 
let them have political rights, and also let 
those rights be advocated. To this there 
can be no objection. We only deprecate 
the mode of advocacy adopted by the soi- 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



266 CONCLUSION. 

disant liberals. These gentlemen, nearly 
always, speak of the political rights of ^^^A« 
people^'' as of things in absolute antagonism 
to the rights of those who are not the people. 
They seem to suppose that their work 
will be only half complete, unless they take 
away from the aristocrat, at least as much as 
they give to the democrat While they 
would benefit the one, they would injure the 
other. They are not content that the k)w 
should gain a triumph, unless the high sus* 
tain a defeat. Any advant^e, or accession 
of strength accruing to the men of St. Giles's 
they value not, unless a corresponding dis* 
advantage, or diminution of strength, results 
to the men of St. James's. It is on this 
account that the much-vaunted Reform Bill 
is now said, by the liberal party, not to be 
worth a rush. For although as we need 
scarcely observe, (the fact being notorious 
and undeniable,) vast numbers of the peqfile 
enjoy the elective franchise by virtue of that 
measure, who, without it, would not have 
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possessed the privilege; yet^ inasmuch as 
the rights of those who are not the people 
have been less impaired thereby than was at 
first expected^ the reform^ which it '^ was 
hoped would be the means of turning th^ 
aristocracy topsy-turvy, is now pronounced 
to be a total failure* And so, we make bold 
to afSrm, it will continue to be with all suc-^ 
ceeding Reform Bills, so long as there are 
folks in power, and folks out of power; 
people with property, and people without; 
for, 80 long willthere be Uberals complaining 
that the power is in the wrong hands; the 
pounds, shillings and pence in the wrong 
pockets. 

We think it is but too obvious, that the 
peculiar vice of liberalism is its tendency to 
add animosity and virulence to the struggle 
between *^ want " and " have." . 

Now it is abundantly clear, that without 
any political system whose design may be to 
create a conflict between the high and the 
low^ the poor man will be apt enough to look 

Digitized by.VjOOQlC 



268 CONCLUSION* 

with jealousy, upon the condition of his more 
opulent neighbour^ and will require no 
goading to be suflSciently discontented with 
bis less fortunate lot And.it is precisely 
l^ecause the practical effect (if not also the 
main purpose) of liberalism is to aggravate 
the repinings of the unfortunate, the lowly, 
and the poor, without ever doing anything 
to satbfy the heart-yearnings of the miser- 
able, that we regard it as the most cruel, 
atrocious, and detestable firaud that political 
knavery eyer devised. 

But, it may be urged, if such is the 
effect of liberalism — if it thus arrays class 
against class— if it thus exasperates the poor 
against the rich — how comes it, that any of 
the higher classes and rich men are 
found in the ranks of the liberals? We 
confess this is a difficulty. It is anomalous. 
It is very like the lamb venturing into the 
lion's den. But yet we think it maybe 
accounted for. It is not the only instance 
in which men show themselves willing to en- 
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counter perils^ for the attainment of some real 
or imaginary goodv And if we were obliged 
to explain why it is, that rich and influential 
men sometimes sail under the flag of liberal- 
ism^ when navigating the stormy waves of 
the plebeian main^ we should simply refer to 
the venturesome Hiaqui Indians — the pearl- 
fishers of Cftlifofnia — who, in pursuit of 
their prizes, s<^rttple not to risk the jaws of 
thectintorera sharks, which, th^ well know^ 
are ready to gobble them up at any moment 
With them, it is, ^'nothing risk, nothing 
have" — a kind of neck«or-nothing affiiir 
altogether. And so we fancy it is with a 
rich liberal, especially when he is a ^' bonl 
aristocrat/* In one respect, however^ the 
simile does not hold good* The pearl- 
fishers are honest men, (except vrhen they 
swallow a pearl to defraud their partners or 
masters;) the rich liberals are not; for their 
trade is to practice upon the gullibility of 
dupes. 
Finally, we would observe that we deem 
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the cardinal &tilt of the liberals to be thi»$ 
they adopt as their shibboleth: — 

** The people! the people! the people! ** 

instead of the glorious rallying cry, 

''For Grod! the Sovereign! and all thepeople!** 

Herein lies the whole matter. Their 
religion is too imperceptible; their loyalty is 
too somnolent; theirphilanthropy, too limited; 
their sympathies, too circumscribed* When 
they profess benevolence, it is not in a 
catholic spurit. Their supposed goodwill 
extends, even in name, only to a part of 
mankind — i,e. to those whom they call 
'^ the people:'* and their real affection, their 
genuine love, is still further cooped up- 
being virtually-centred upon their own per- 
scmal individualities. 

Therefore, did we not believe that most 
men of sense now regard liberalism as a 
negation of all principle, we should be 
strongly disposed to contest the right of the 
liberals to the name which has somehow 
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attached to them. However^ rebus sie 
stantibus — ^though it is our constant aim in 
all things, to be liberal, yet we frankly con- 
fess that our cheeks would bum with very 
shame, if any one took, or mistook us for 

A LIBERAL, 
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